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SILVER  :        President  Roosevelt  Friday  night  lowered  the  price 

PRICES  the  Treasury  will  pay  for  newly  mined  domestic  silver 

from  77»57  cents  to  64,54  cents  an  o-once.     The.  renewal 
of  the.  proclaination  fixirig  the'price  for  nev/ly- mined  domestic  silver 
which  expired  at  midnight  Friday  ' took  the  silver  interests  "by  surprise 
but  v/as  construed  by  observers  as  being  consistent  with  the  adminis- 
tration's policy;  of  stabilization  in  monetary  affairs.     Another  impor^ 
tant  silver  annoujicement  was  made  Friday  when  Secretary  Morgenthau  and 
Secretary  of  Finance  Eduardo  Saur'ez  of  Mexico  issued  a  joint  statement 
saying  they  had  "reached  a  mutually  sat isfact-ory  understanding  on  com- 
mon problems  before  tne  two  treasuries."       (New  York  Times.) 

Ul'JBIPLOYI.'ISNT  Uneiitployment  in  the  United  States  in  mid-Hovember 

CENSUS  REPORT     of  7,800,000  to  10,800,000  persons  was  indicated  in  the 

first  independent  riational  Unemployment  Census  ever 
imdertaken  by  the  government,  on  which  a  partial  report  was  delivered 
to  President  Roosevelt  Friday.     3etv/een  November  16  and  20,  7,822,912 
persons  voluntarily  registered  themselves  as  unemployed.    -Later  a 
personal  check  of  1,950,000  persons  was  made  in -a  house-to-house  canvass* 
Vfnen  this  indicated  a  72  percent  response  to  the  original  distribution 

\  .        of  blanks,  the  unemployiaent  census  agency  estimated  that  the  total  un~ 

employed  at  that  date  might  reach  a  maximum  of  10,870,000,  (Press.) 

»   

J  HIGIiV/AY  Secretary  V.'al luce  allocated  $195,000,000  to  th« 

<  ALLOCATIONS        States  and  Territories  Friday  for  highway  and  grad^^- 

crossing  projects  to  be  constr^acted  during  the  1939 
C  fiscal  year.     The  allocation  was  made  under  a  congressional  authorization 

:  which  President  Roosevelt  asked  the  recent  special  session  to  cancel. 

No  action  was  taken  by  Congress.     However,  the  Secretary  requested  gov- 
ernors of  the  States  not  to  submit  projects  to  tho  bureau  of  public 
roads  for  approval  under  these  allotments  until  Congress  has  had  ad- 
ditional ti.ne  to  consider  the  President's  request.     (Associated  Press. ) 


U.S.-IIEXICO  "Mexico  is  seelKiing  a  new  basis  for  her  future  rela- 

RELATIONS  tions  with  the  United  States,"     reports  Frank  L.  Kluck- 

hohn  in  a  Mexico  City  cable  to  New  York  Times.  "...In 
his  annual  address  to  the  Mexican  people  Senor  Cardenas  gave  full  credit 
to  V/ashington  for  supporting  the  Mexican  peso  and  the  Mexican  social 
program  through  United  States  silver  purchases.     He  also  gave  warning 
that  failure  to  continue  support  of  the  peso  would  hurt  United  States 
trade,  pointing  out  that  Mexican  G-overnment  machinery  purchases  in  the 
United  States  last  year  totaled  $45,000,000  " 
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Trichinosis  An  article  on  trichinosiig  in  Britain,  in  tlie  British 

Occurrence         Medical  Journal  (London,  Dedetnbor  11)  "by  Vernon  D.  Van 

Someren,  says:   "Recent  work  in  America  (summarized  Dy 
Hall  (formerly  of  the  Department)  and  Collins,  1937  (puMic  Health  Re- 
port, Washington,  52)  has  shown  that  the  population  of  the  United  States 
has  a  high  incidence  of  ^jjisuspect ed  trichinosis,  ahout  12  to  13  percent 
of  over  a  thousand  cadavers  examined  post  morten  "being  infected  with 
encysted  trichinella  larvae.   .  In  not  one  case  had  trichinosis  "been  diag- 
nosed during  life,,  despite  the  fact  that  several  of  the  cases  showed  an 
infection  of  up. to  l^OOO  larvae  per  gram  of  muscle.    The  aetiology  of 
trichinosis  in  the- United  States  has  "boon  discussed  'oy  Kail  (1937a), 
who  has.  stated  that  this  high  incidence  of  human  trichinosis  is  alm.ost 
certainly  due  to,  the  practice  of  insanitary  methods  of  pig  rearing,  such 
as  garoage.and  si?ill  feeding,  tricliinous  pork  scraps  from  trimming  plants 
and  ta'ble  refuse  "being  rcfed  to  pigs,  thus  maintaining  a  high  percent- 
age of  infection  among  the  animals.    Only  a  small  proportion  of  such 
pig  meat  is  over  exami  n^d  "by  federal  inspectors In  spite  of  rigid  meat 
inspection  trichinosis  still  persists  in  G-ermany  and  Denmark,  "but  the 
scarcity  of  records  in  G-reat  Britain  .suggests  that  the  disease  is  un- 
common in  this  country..." 

Farm  Mortgage  A  period  of  rapid  reduction  *  in , farm  mortgage  in- 

Situation  .        debtedness  in  1950-1927  also  was  a  period  of  continuous 

.       .■    .  increase  in  the  am^ount  of  real  estate' held  by  lending 

agencies— farms  acquire^  through  foreclosure  or  assigmemii  of  title  to 
the  m.ortgage  holder,  reports,  the  Bureau  of  A^p: i cul ti-ral  Economics.  At 
the  "beginning  of  1S35,  some^  24  l/2  million  acrefe  of  acquired  land  were 
"being  held  by  the  lending  agencies.    On  Jan^oary  1,  1937,  these  agencies 
ware  holding  over,  28  million  acres  of  farm  land  acquired  in  such  manner, 
2.67  pdrcent  of  all  thp  acres  in  farms  reported  by  the  last  sensus.  In 
■the  West  iJorth  Central  States,  .such  acquired  acreage  rcprerjented  5.79 
percent  of  the  total  acres  in  farms. 

^Exports  .  Exports  of  merchandise  from  the  United  States  ex- 

Increase  ceeded  im.ports  by  $91,456,000  in  i^ovember  last  and  for  the 

first  eleven  m.onths  of  the  current  year  exports  were 
cplSl ,  670 ,000  above  the  import  values ,  the  Departm.ent  of  Conunerce  report- 
ed in  its.  mionthly  survey  of  foreign  trade.     In  the  eleven-month  .period 
of  1936  merchandise  exports  exceeded  inports  by  $48,747,000.  (Press.) 

Sugar  Beet  For  his  feat  of  producing  "mearly  twice  as  many  tons 

Sweepstakes        of  sugar  beets  to  the  acre  as  were  producfed  on  the  aver- 
age throughout  the  state  of  Idaho,  Stephen  Mackay,  a  mem- 
ber of. the  lutvXQ  Farmers  of  A'nerica  of  the-G-ranite  High  School  was 
awarded  the  county  |25  sweepstaires  prize  offered  b^^  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar 
Company.    Success  of  yoi^ing  I/Iackay  was  attributed  to  his  extensive  use 
of  fertilizer  in  grov.d ng  his  beets.'   (Salt  Lokc  Tribune,  Dec.  23.) 
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Industrial  binding  new  and  wider  industrial  uses  for  farm  prod- 

Uses  for  ucts,  b^^roducts  and  s-arpluses  is  one  of  the  ofeject s,,of        .  ,  , 

Parm  Products    research  in  t'ne  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils,  says  'Dlb.'/^    ^  » 

chief  of  the  "bureau,  in  his  annual  report'.    Last  year  4^0,- 
UOO,UUO  po\mds  of  sweetpotato  starch  were  loroduced  corrimercially  at 
Laurel,  Mississippi,  by  a  method  developed  oy  the  Bureau  of  Gherdstry 
and  Soils.    The  now  method  is  siirrple,   cheap  and  efficient.    The  study  of 
storage  problems,   in  cooperation  with  the  Chemical  Poundatio^  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  a.  micthod  by  v/hich  sweetpotatoes  can  be  hydrated  • 
quickly  at  low  cost.    The  dried  product  can  be  stored  indef initeiy. v/ith- 
out  loss  of  starch.    Recent  bureau  developments  enable  farm.ers  to  m^ake 
better  sorgo  and  sugarcane    sirups.    Details  of  a  new  method,  known  as 
the  malt  process,  have  been  incorporated  in  a  new  Farmers  Bulletin  1791 
entitled  "Farm  Production  of  Sorgo  Sirup".    A  study  of  hemlock  bark  as 
a  source  of  tannin,  published  during  thq  year  in  Technical  Bulletin  566,  ■ 
showed  that  this  bark  yields  a  high  grade  extract,  which  is  satisfactory 
for  tanning  leather.    Another  bui'eau  achievement  during  the  past  year  is 
a  method  for  determining  aiii  id  acids  in  food  without  first  isolating  the 
proteins.     Studies  by  the  new  method  showed  that  different  varieties  of 
wheat  diffur  significantly  in  amino  acid  content.    The  bureau  is  study- 
ing the  allergens  in  agi^icult-'oral  products  as  part  of  the  Department's 
program  of  basic  research  in  agriculture,  provided  for  in  the  Barjkhead"* 
Jones  Act  of  1935.     About  70  patients  (in  Providence  Hospital,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.)  are  being  used  constantly  to  determine  the  activity  of  aller- 
gens from  mill: ,  buckwheat,  rag^/y'eed,   cotton  linters  and  cottonseed,  and 
300  patients  have  b  'cn  registered  and  classified  for  tests  with  materi- 
als of  special  significance.     In  a  study  of  260  fertilizer  mixtures  and 
materials,  the  b^iTeau  found  that  mixtures  whiizh  sonsist  of  inorganic 
materials  granu4.ate  m,ore  readily  and  with  a  lower  moisture  content  than 
mixtures  relatively  high  in  organic  materials.     During  the  year  27,350 
Square  miles  of  rural  lands  wore  mapped  in  33  states  and  Hawaii,  l/lore 
than  one-half  the  arable  lands  of  the  nation  have  nov;  been  covered  by 
the  Soil  Survey.     Soil  scientists  of  the  bureau  have  developed  a  system 
by  v;hich  each  soil  may  be  given  a  rating  based  on  its  productivity  and 
suitability  for  various  crops. 

Rice  Sown  The  "streamline"  method  of  sowing  rice,  utili|:ing^  ^-^^^ 

JVom  Planes        airplanes  and  ground  crews,  rapidly  is  gaining  faVDf''^wi?fiy''''^ 

huge  rice  gro7/ing  area  of  central  California,   says  a 
V/illow  report  by  the  United  Press.     Originated  by  the  m.anager  of  the 
airport,  the  airplane  rice  planting  idea  had  developed  a  profitable 
sideline  for  free  lance  pilots.     Pliers  get  60  to  75  cents  an  acre  for 
planting  rice;  with  130,000  acres  'onder  c"ciltivat ion  there  is  a  poten- 
tial income  of  close  to  iplOO,000.    A  flier  plants  eight  lOC-pound  sacks 
of  rice  in  a  trifle  less  than  six  minutes  and  it  takes  him  about  the 
same  time  to  get  another  load.     Three  to  six  acres  are  planted  each 
trip  and  from  30  to  60  an  hour  dei.Qnding  on  weather  conditions  and  the 
distance  to  be  traveled  from  the  operating  base. 
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Science  in  G-ove  EamMdge  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Ag^i cult-ore 

Sociology,         told  the  American  Association  for  the  AdvanSeyof  Science 

last  week  that  while  science  had  succeeded  in  increasing 
product  ion  to  the  point  where  there  was  no  lon^^er  need  for  nu.ch  of  the 
poverty  and  suffering  that  still  plague  the  world,  "the  very  abundance 
created  "by  science  threatens  periodically  to  ruin  us  "beca.use  our  social 
and  econonic  situations  a^^'e  not  equal'      to  distributing  it  whore  it  is  . 
needed^"    ^jlecessit ous  individuals,^  he  said,   "live  lives  of  misery; 
nece s sit o'os.  nations  sometimes  seem  to  "be  on  the  way  to  smashing  civilista- 
tion,    ThiB  cannot  be  a  m-attcr  of  indifference  to  scientists,  nor  can 
they  aoGolvG  themselves  from  their  share  of  responsibility.    They,  too., 
are  part  of  the  social  organism  a,nd  the  fact  that  a  m.aji' is  p.  scientist 
is  no  guarantee  that  ho  may  not  be  narrow,  prejudiced,  ignorant  and  stub- 
born in  fields  outside  his  omi  specialty.    But  here  also  the-  scientific 
approach,  the  scientific  method,   is  the  key  "co  the  aoli;tion  of  many  of 
our  greatest  problems.    Wo  shall  not  be  able  to  9-ehi eve  what  -science 
knows  to  be  possible,  and  in  fact  we  are  in  danger. of-  losing  all  that  we 
have,     unless  v/e  can  stpply  this  method  to'  social  problCi^s  in  the  same 
disin^oresLcd  way  we  apply  iz  to  problems:,  in-  the  natural  sciences,  put- 
ting/psfo  Radices  and  passion  and  seeking  truth  wherefcir  it  may  lead.  (Nev; 
York-  Times. ) 

Hi;ral  Hospitals         The  aciite  shortage  of  doctors,  hoa.pita].s  and  gen- 
B-ulletin  era!  medical  facilities  in  many  ' rural  areas  is  reported  in 

a  study  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricul tm^acl  Economics.  Noting 
that  v/ell  eqmpped  .ural  hospitals  will  enco-oarge  doctors  to  enter  cjun- 
try  practice,  the  b^oreau  reports,  in  a  number  of  states^  where  most  of 
the  people  live  in  the  co-ontry,  there  is  only  one  doctor  for  every  1,000 
to  1,500  persons.     In  other  states  which  have  a  large  pj^rcentagc  of  ur- 
ban population,  there  is  one 'doctor  to  as  fev/  as  500  to  700  persons. 
In  1934  only  about  1,700  of  the  2,073  counties  in  the  United  States  had 
any  general  hospital.    The  South  with  more  than  a  million  persons  living 
in  eight  states  had  less  than  one  hospital  bed  for  every  2,000  persons. 

Anthrax  "Ahtlirax  spread  to  m.any  nev.  farm.s  in  1937  diuring 

in  1937  the  most  serious  outbroaii  that  has  developed  in  many 

years  in  the  northwestern  states,"  says  Harry  J.  3oyts, 
Livestock  Commissioner,  Sio-Xv  City,  in  Country  C-entlerien  (Jarroary)  . 
"...The  use  of  anthrax  virus  should  be  ujider  the  control  of  state  vet- 
erinary officials,  as  its  general  use  m-ay  be  of  great  danger  to  the 
cattle  inaustry.    Proper  iimm;nizat ion  againat  anthrax  on  farm.s  where 
the  disease  has  occurred  is  definitely  a  problem  for  trained  veterin- 
arians...The  U.S.  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  states:   'Ir'nen  the  co'orse  of. 
the  disease    is  not  too  rapid,  anti-anthrax  serum  has  a  special  cura- 
tive effect.     So  far  as  is  known,  no  other  treatment  is  effective. 
Control  measures  on  anthrax-infected  -premises  consist  in  prom.pt  dis- 
posal of  carcasses  by  crem£ition  or  deep  b^orlal,  preventive  vaccination 
and,  v/herever  practicable,  the  fencing  of  badly  infected  lands  and 
water  holes.    Roving  dogs,   carrion-eating  birds  and  flies  should  be 
controlled  as  f^ar  as  possible.'" 
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AG-E I  CULTURE,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wallace  declared  last  night 

LABOR  AND-  that  "it  doesn't  do  either  laoor  or  agriculture  any  good 

CAPITAL  to  scare  capital.;   instead  they  must  all  find  ways  to  work 

together."    'The  address,   strikingly  different:  in  tone  from 
the  fiery  speeches  with  which  Secretary  of  the  Interior . Ickes  and  Assist- 
ant Attorney  G-eneral  Robert  H.  Jackson  recently  assailed  "big  business 
"abuses',"  was  delivered  before  the  Coininunity  Forum..     "Balanced  abundance," 
V/allace  said,  "is  to  be  achieved  only  through  the  co-operation  of  agricul- 
ture, labor  and  capital...."     (Associated  press.) 

UTILITY  AIJD  The  power  and  utility  program  of  the  New  Deal:  received 

POWER  RULIrlG-S    a  decided  impetus  from  the  Supreme  Court  as  the  justices 

met  yesterday  for  the  first  time  in  the  new  year.     In  tv/o 
unanimous  decisions,  rendered  by  Justice  Sutherland,  the  court  repudiated 
attacks  by  the  Alabama  Power  Company  and  Duice  interests  upon  the  govern- 
ment'  s  policy  of  loans  and  grants  to  mimicipal  electric  plants  competing 
with  private  enterprise.     This  action,   said  Secretary  Ickes  as  PWA  Adinin- 
istrator,  ended  a  three-ye?^r  fig_it  by  the  power  corporations  and  released- 
$109,700,000  t  0  sixty-one  projects  now  held  up  by  inj'onctions  in  twenty- 
three  States.     By  a  6-to-2  vote  the  justices  sent  back  to  the  lower  court 
the  case  of  the  Pacific  G-as  and  Electric  Company  of  -California.  (New 
York  Times.)  ■ 

MID- ATLANTIC  Several  h-andred  fruit  growers  of  the  Middle  Atlantic 

FRUIT  MEETING-    area  will  meet  in  a  two-day  conference  opening  today  in 

Washington,  D.C.     G-rowers  will  attend  from  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  Virginia  and  Delav;are.     G-.  E.  Bryan,  of 
Havre  de  Gr?.ce,  chairman  in  calling  the  conference,  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  Middle  Atlantic  area,   said  mutual  problems  will  be  discussed  and 
future  policies  outlined,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  organize  the  Middle 
Atlantic  Eruit  G-rov/ers  Conference  at  this  meeting.     (Washington  Post.) 

I.C.C.  G-ranting  of  rate  increases  is  not  the  solution  to  the 

REPORT  nation's  railroad  problem,  although  many  owners  of  rail- 

road securities  and  "others  v^ho  are  not  so  well  informed" 
seem  to  think  it  is,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  asserted  yester- 
day in  its  fifty-first  annual  report.     (New  York  Times.) 
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Argentine  The  leading  article  in  the  L'orthwest ern  Ivaller  (Decem- 

V^ieat  Eeports  "ber  29)  is  "Arg-.^ntine  \Yheat  Steps  forward".     An  editorial 

note  says:   "Ty70  reports  recently  received  from  Argentina 
are  of  particular  interest  to  i\iorth  Ar^ierica  readers  of  the  Northv/estern 
Miller  at  thiB  season... The  first  of  these  is  an  address  delivered .  "by 
Prof.  Ernilio  A.  Coni,  president  of  the  ITaticnal  G-rain  and   .Elevator  Corn- 
mission,  at  the  first  exliibition  of  the  commission  held  in  Buenos  Airos 
July  21  to  August  4. ., Supplementing  this  more  or  less  general  discussion 
of  Argentine  wheat  is  a  report  of  the  industrial  qualities  of  Argen- 
tine wheat  compared  with  Canadian  and  United  States  wheats.     It  v/as 
•made  to  the  commission  in  Septem"ber  1937,  by  J.  H.  Shollenhcrger ,  sx^e- 
cialist  in  grain  standardization,  formerly  employed  in.  the  B"cj:eau  of 
•Agrifult-ural  Economics,  U.S.  Department  of  Agri cjlt^ore  ,and  who  later 
•served  as  grain  marketing  specialist  in  Europe.    Ivlr.  Shollenherger  also., 
prepared  a  report  on  'l^hgat  Requirements  in  E'oropc'   (Technical  Biolletin 
No.  535,  Septemher  1936)  wiiich  was  reviewed  in  some  detail  in  the  l\[6rth- 

wcG tern  Miller  and  which  drew  favorable  coriurnent  from  grain  men  and  

millers.". 

G-enetics      ■  "The  genetics  of  rice  is  receiving  considerable  at- 

of  Piice  tention  in  India,"  says  Nature  (-^ondon,  December  18). 

"3.  S.  Kadam.  crossed  a  wild  Bombay  rice,  which  sheds  its 
grains  comxpletely,  with  a  non-shedding  Bu^rmeee  variety  (proc.  Indian 
Acad.  Sci.,  14,  No,  3).    He  found  the  shedding  character  completely 
dominant  and  caused  by  two  duplicate  genes.    Ram.iah  and  Hao,   in  a 
similar  cross  in  south  India,  found  the        intermediate,  and  evidence 
of  more  than  one  gene ..  .Messrs .  Kadam,  Patil  and  Patani=:or  (Indian  J. 
Agric.  Sci.,  7,  No.  1)  found  from  various  crosocs  of  rice  varieties 
no  hybrid  vigor  in  respect  of  height,  tillering,  panicle- length  or 
weight. of  the  plant,  but  an  increased  yield  in  some  crosses." 

Road  Base  "Recent  road  base  failures  throw  new  light  on 

failures  moisture  action  in  soils,"  says  'the  Engineering  News- 

Record  (December  30).     "Som.e  subgrades  that  vrhen  exposed 
to  the  air  rerrain  firm  and  imdictorted  are  found  to  soften  and  swell 
..or  heave  vihon  scalod  from  the  air  by  a  waterproof  bit-uminous  covering,' 
Capillary  groundwater  action  is  reasonably  assumed  to  be  the  disturbing 
cause.    But  road  engineers  so  far  have  not  been  able  to  foretell  ^mere " 
and  when  the  effect  is  lihely  to  appear.    All  of  which  sets  a  task  for 
the  research  workers  in  the  new  science     of  soils.    By  pointing  to  this 
unexplored  field  of  study  and  the  iiunediate  call  for  pioneer  explora- 
tion, the  discussion  at  the  bit\irainous  road  conference  recently  served 
a  good  purpose.  '  With  the  active  interest  there  manifested  and  with 
the  aid  of  prosont  soil  study,  useful  conclusions  should  soon  emerge." 

Stock  Rustlers         Eederal  range  riders  who  police  the  western  grazing 

lands  are  worried  by  streamlined  "cattle  rustlers",  -.vho 
cart  off  their  prey  in  automobiles  and  trucks,  says  an  Associated  Press 
report  from  Washington. 
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Plant  and  Its         .  The  Journal  of  the  Royal  Hort-icultm'al  Society 
Water  Sirpply    (Brit ish)  .  contaiixs  in  its  Kbveml:ve'r  issue  the  second  of 

Masters  Lectures,  1937 — The  riant  and  Its  Water  Sujpply, 
by  Prof.  E.  J.  Salisb-ory.    rie  says  in  one  paragraph:   "The  action  of 
one  plant  on  another  has  al.^>o  a  prof  ovoid  influence  on  root  development.. 
Just  recently  some  interesting  qiBntitative  data- have  "been  puolished  "by 
T.  K.  Pavlychenko,  which  fui'nis"n  striking"  corro"boration  of  this  con- 
clusion.   Determinations  of  the  total  length  of  - all"  the  root  s  compris- 
ing the  root  systems  o£  isolated  specimens  of  wild  oats,  of  Marquis 
wheat  and  of  Prolific  spriiig  rye  yielded  surprisingly  large  figures. 
The  entire,  lengths  of  all  the  roots  added  together  were:  for  one  plant 
of  wild  oat s  54.3  nil.es,   fot  v/^cat  44.2  miles  and  for  rye  50.7.  Bu,t 
when  these  same  grasses  were  grown  in  the  normal  way, 'in  drills  six 
inches  apart,   so  that  the  plants  v/cre  im  competition  v/ith  one  another, 
the  total  length    of  their  root  systems  wore  reduced  to  "between  one- 
half  and  two- thirds  of  a  mile.    When  weeds  were  also  present  still 
further  reduction  was  observed  (ci.  Ecology,  18,  62,  1937)." 

B.P«I.  Chief  Secretary  of  Agriculture  .  Hem'y  A.  V.'allace  on  Decem- 

ber 51  announced  the  appointment  of  S'agene  C  .  Auchter  to 
be  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  succeeding  Frederick  D.  Hich- 
ey,  who  resigned  to  engage  in  professional  corn  breeding. 

Princix)le  of  Discovery  of  a  nev/  principle  of  iminmiology  '■'^'^^^^j^^q^ 

ImmuriolOiSv       opens  the  way  for  the  preparation  of  effective  vaccines  / 

the  virus  diseases  from  infantile  paralysis  down  to  the  com- 
mon cold  was  revealed  by  Dr.  '"Wendell  i.l,  Stanley  of  the  Princeton  sta- 
tion of  the  Rockefeller  Institute    for  Medical  Besearch  at  the  closing 
sessions  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Adv.^nce  of  Science.  The 
$1,000  prize  awarded  annually  for  an  outstc^nding  paper  presented  at 
at  the  seasicMi  was  voted  to  Dr.  Philip  R.  Wliits,  another  member  of 
the  Princeton  station,  who  reported  his  discovery  that  the  force  of 
iorcssure  in  the  roots  of  plants,  hitherto  considered  as  very  small,  was 
actually  so  great  that  it  could  foree  sap  to  a  height  of  350  feet. 
Reporting  on  further  progress  in  the  study  of  the  viruses,  Dr.  Stanley 
predicted  that  the- virus  proteins,  termed  the  simplest  elemental  clay 
of  life, would  be  synthesized  in  the  laboratory  and  added  that  this 
would  mean  the  first  succQSsful  effort  ub  the  artificial  creation  of 
protoplasm.    The  nev/  principle  of  imm"unology,  Dr.  Stanley  stated,  was 
established  throu.-^.  studies  by  other  workers  at  the?  Rockefeller  Insti- 
tute on  the  effect  of  ultra  violet  rays  on  tho  rabloB  virus,    ^y  aub-  ■ 
jccting  the  rabies  virus  to  ultra  violet  rays  of  a  definite  frequency 
for  one  ho'ar  it  was  fo"and  that  the  virus  lost  its  power  to  produce  ra- 
bies, 7/hile  at  the  same  time  it  retained  its  power  to  provide  immunity 
against  the  disease.     On  the  other  hand,  it  was  fo'ond  that  when  the 
rabies  virus  was  exposed  for  two- hours  to  the  ultra  violet  rays  it  lost 
both  its  power  to  produce  the  disease  as  well  as  its  immunizing  prop- 
erties,   (W.  L.  Laurence  in  i\iew  York .  Times ,  January  1.) 
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International  Tlie  Atlanta.  Constitution  (Decombor  29)  in  an  edi- 

Trade  Pacts      torial,  sa^s:   "...Observers  with  understanding' of, . the 

large  part  that  international  trade  plays  in.  deteminr- 
ing  the  relationships  between  different  nations  Iselieve  that  Secre- 
tary Hull,  throurli  these  trade  treaties,  has  done  uore  to  advance  the 
cause  of  world  peace  than  anj. other  man  of  his  dav..    Practically  all 
national  rivalries  and  national  friction  arise  vrom  tne  need  of  each 
nation  for  sources  of  raw  materials  and  for  markets  for  its  products:. 
Artificial  barriers  to  the  free  flow  of  world  trade,  such  as  prohibitive- 
ly high  tariffs,  embargoes,  ere,,  ^xit-has  potential  irritants  between 
nations.     Countries  dependent  upon  others  for  the  necessities  of  life, 
nations  with  large  SLijrplus  populations  which  are  barred  from  their 
nat-aral  markets,   tuicn  to  arms  to  take  what  they  cannnt  secure  by  peace- 
ivl  means, .  .Chief  among  the  trade  agreements  now  under  way  through 
Secretary  Hull's-  departm^ent  is  that  between  the  United  States  and  G-reat 
Britain... , A  lowering  of  tariff  barriers  on  many  articles  produced  by 
each  nation  and. needed  by  the  other,  will  draw  the  tv/o  even  closer  to- 
gether in  friendsJhip  and  will  add  to  the  "pro;sperity  of  all  business  of 
them  both... eEvery  trade  gareement  negotiated  by  Secretary  Plill  en- 
co-or ages  freer  flor  of  trade  through  the  channels  of  international 
commerce.    And,  as  v/orld  trade  thus  increasesprosperity  among  all  peo- 
ple becomes  m-ore  uniform,  rivalries  grov/  fainter  and  the  cause  od  world 
peace  is  advanced.""     (Photostat  1155.) 

Corrinunity  "Advantages  of  community  forests  lilie  those  com- 

!Forests  monly    m.aintained  in  SJurope  are  pointed  out  in  a  recent 

reporc  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Sr^rvice,"  says  the  Dallas 
Morning  iJews  (December  25).     "Already  1,097  tov/n  and  counties  in 
27  states,  have  such  forests,  with  an  aggregate  area:  of  2,889,605  acres. 
These  conmunities  are  making  good  use  of  tx  tieliquent,  submarginal 
lands  to  develop  valuable  forest  properties  that  pay  for  themselves 
and  serve  as  work  reservoirs.     European  experimence  has  provided  ab-un- 
dant  guidance  in  the  managemiCnt  o.nd  usefulness  of  local  forests.  As 
stated  by  P.  A.  Silcos,  Chief  Porestcr,  a  town  in  Europe  without  a 
forest  is  'exceptional,  and  many  continental  cities  have  for  generations 
depended  on  community  forests  for  income  and  em.ployment.     Such  forests 
produce  timber  and  fuel,  protect  v/atcrsheds  and  provide  recreation 
areas  and  wildlife  refuges." 

TVA  Review  The  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  said  in  a  "review 

of  Progress      of  progress"  recently  it  enjrered  the  New  York  well  ad- 
vanced on  a  unified  program  of  flood  control,  mavigation, 
power  development  and  agric-ultujral  palnning  .     G-iant  generators  of 
hydroelectric  povje-^  v/ere  in  operation  at  three  of  12  proposed  dams 
on  tho  Tennessee  T?iver  and  its  tributaries,  while  construction  pro- 
gressed rapidly  on  four  other  dams,     (A. P.) 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office -of  Information,  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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F.R.3.  KHjAD  "Marriner  S.  Eccles,  chairiiian  of  the  federal  Reserve 

Oil  RS.'COTERY       Board,  told  Senator  Syrnes's  Committee  on  Relief  and  Un- 
employment yesterday  that  only  government  intervention 
could  stop  the  sharp  and  continued  drop  in  consumer  purchasin-g  power, 
as  the  indices  of  production  Detween  August  and  Kovemhsr  showed  the 
sharpest  rate  of  decline  on  record,-'  says  Louis  Stark  in  the  New  York 
Times.    "Asserting  that  he  was  opposed  to  'letting  nature  take  its 
course'  he  suggested  that  tiie  government  take  action  to  assist  the  lov/est 
paid  agricultural  and  sv;eated  industrial  v/orkers — mainly  in  the  ranks  of 
the  ^jLnorganized — as  well  as  the  agricultural  group  as  a  whole..." 

FARM  BILL  Senate  and  House  conferees  on  the  farm  hill  over- 

AmeHDMENT  came  one  of  their  greatest  difficulties  yesterday  when 

they  reached  a  general  a.^reement  that  tne  ivicNary-Boileau 
amendment  was  subject  to  change  in  conference  although  it  had  been 
adopted  in  identical  language  by  both  the  Senate  and  liouse.     The  am.end- 
ment  v\rould  prevent  the  use  of  land  taken  out  of  cultivation  for  pastur- 
age or  otnor  dairy  purposes..    (iTew  York  Times.) 


GREEK  QUOTAS     '  An  Athens  wireless  to  the  New  York  Times  says  that 

EOR  Ai'/IERICA       by  a  decree  signed  by  the  Minister  of  National  Economy 

and  Einance  G-reece  has  consented  to  import  _  iimeri can 
products  to  a  value  of  approximately  $50,000  in  the  forthcoming  six 
months.     Plitherto  the  G-reek  quota  for  American  goods  has  been  consider- 
ably less.     The  Am.erican  legation  notes  that  the  goods  benefiting  from 
the  decree  will  include  automobiles  and  equipment,  typewriters,  adding 
machines,  dyes  and  leather  goods. 

U.S.  G-RAIN  A  London  cable  to  the  New  York  Times  says  British 

CARG-OES  merchantmen  are  hurrying  from  the  River  Plate  in  "ballast 

to  United  States  ports  on  the  G-ulf  of  Mexico  where  neavy^. 
cargoes  of  grain  are  awaiting  shipment  to  Europe.     The  activity  in 
chartering  tonnage  to  load  United  States  grain  at  G-ulf  ports  dominated 
the  market  at  London  and  3  snilling-s  7  l/2  pence  a  quarter  v/as  paid  for 
vessels  to  load  this  month  for  Ant;verp  and  Rotterdam.     Both  Holland  and 
Belgium  have  purchased  corn  in  the  United  States.     G-ermany  bought  corn 
in  Argentine  and  also  some  United  States  grain  and  may  need  more..  Ship- 
pers are  getting  4  shillings  a  quarter  from  G-ulf  of  Mexico  ports  to 
ports  in  G-ermany, 
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Fresident 
on  farming 


"0\ir  national  life  rests  on  tv/o  nearly  equal^l orces,  aj:riculture  and 
industry,  each  employing  one- third  of  o'or  citizens.    The  other  third 
transports  and  distributes  the  products  of  the  first  two,  or  performs 
Special  services  for  the  whole,,, We  have  "been  di3covoring  that  vast 
nunbcrs  of  our  farming  population  live  in  a  poverty  more  abject  than  that 
of  many  of  the  farmers  of  I>JLropc  whom  wo  are  wont  to  call  peasants, 
that  the  prices  of  our  products  of  agriculture  are  too  often  dependent 
on  speculation  by  non-farming  groups,  and  that  foreign  nations,  eager 
to  bocome  self-sustaining  or  ready  to  put  virgin  land  under  the  plov/ 
arc  no  longer  buying  our  s^urpluses  of  cotton  and  wheat  and  lard  and  to- 
bacco and  fruit  as  they  had  before. 

"Since  1933  we  have  knowingly  faced  a  choice  of  three  remedies. 
First,  to  cut  o"ar  cost  of  farm  production    below  that  of  other  nations— 
an  obvious  impossibility  in  many  crops  today  unless  v.'e  revert  to  human 
slavery  or  its  equivalent.     Second,  to  make  the  government  the  goarantor 
of  farm  prices  and  the  underwriter  of  excess  farm  production  without 
limit—- a  course  which  would  bankrupt  the  strongest  government  in  the 
world  in  a  decade.    Third,  to  place  the  prim.ary  responsibility  directly 
on  the  farmers  themselves,  under  the  principle  of  majority  rule,  so 
that  they  may  decide,  'with  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  surpluses, 
scarcities,  v/orld  markets  and  domestic  needs,  what  the  planting  of  each 
crop  should  be  in  order  to  maintain  a  reasonably  adequate  supply  which 
will  assure  a  minimum  adequate  price  under    the  normal  processes  of  the 
law  o-^"  supply  and  demand. 

"•..If  a  man  farms  his  land  to  the  wa.ste  oi  the  soil  QT  tne  trees, 
he  destroys  not  only  his  own  assets  but  the  natior.*s  assets.     Cr  if  by 
"bis  methods  he  makes  himself,  year  after  year,  a  financial  hazard  of  the 
community  and  the  government,  he  becomes  not  only  a  social  problor:!  but 
an  economic  m.enace. 

"...I  gladly  note  that  m.easures  vmich  seek  to  initiate  a  govern- 
ment program  for  a  balanced  agriculture  are  now  in  conference  between 
the  two  houses  of  Congress.     In  their  final  consideration,   I  hope  for 
a  sound,  consistent  measure  which  will  keep  the  cost  of  its  administra- 
tion V7ithin  the  figure  of  current  governm.ent  Expenditures  in  aid  of 
agricultm-e.     The  farmers  of  this  nation  know  that  a  balanced  outiDut 
can  be  put  into  .effect  v/ithout  .excessive  cost  and  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  great  majority  of  them.     Jf  this  balance'  can  be  created  by  an 
all-weather  farmx  program,  o^or  farm  population  will  soon  be  assured  of 
relatively  constant  purchasing  power.     "Stom  this  will  flow  two  other 
practical  results:  the  cons^ding  public  will  be  protected  against  ex- 
cessive food  and  textile  prices  and  the  industries  of  the  nation  and 
their  workers  will  find  a  steadier  demand  for  wares  sold  to  the  agri- 
cultural third  of  our  people." 
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Nebraska  The  acreage  sown  to  winter  wheat  in  ITebraska  this 

Winter  Wlieat      fall  is  7  percent  larger  than  last  year  and  the  largest 

on  record,  according  to  a  report  recently  issued  "by 
the  Nebraska  Cooperative  ^^cp  and  Livestock  Reporting  Service.  Sye 
acreage  is  5  percent  small  /than  last  year.    The  condition  of  winter 
wheat  is  higrier  th-an  a  year  ago  "but  still  oelow  average.  (Northwestern 
Miller,  Decomhor  29.) 

Insect  Pests  Special  grants  of  Congress  and  of  men  from  emcrgen- 

and  Plant  cy  relief  rolls  have  advanced  greet ly  the  larg.e- scale 

Diseases  campaigixS  desig'r?Bd  to  eradicate  or  control  certain  plant 

disease 'Tgani sir. 3  or'  insect  pests,  says  the  annual  report 
of  the  B'oreau  of  j]ntomology  and  Plant  Quarantine.     These  campaigns, 
while  directed  at  a  variety  of  plant  pestSj  folio?;  the  sam.e  f "and.?jnent al 
methods.     Trained  scouts  determine  the  arc^a  that  needs  to  he  covered. 
Control  crews  aj^ply  sux'presGive  measures  to  the  insect  pest  or  plant 
disease  organism  they  can  find  within  the  area  involved.     Q'oaran tines 
may  he  promulga,tcd  and  enforced  to  h^lt  the  movement  of  any  m.aterial 
that  miglit  carry  the  pest  or  disease  iromi  the  infested  or  infected 
territory.     None  of  these  campaigns — nor  any  rccomimendations  for  indi- 
vidual control  of  all  the  20,0CG  insect  pe^ts  that  contest  every  step 
of  a.  plant's  way  from  seed  to  ultim.ate  cons\-ffiier — would  be  possible  with- 
out endless  study  of  insect  life  cycles  and  habits,  followed  by  an  in- 
tensive search  for  new  insect icidal  Liaterials  and  other  control  m.eas- 
urcs . 

Congress,  3oth  Houses  m.et  in  joint  session  and  hear^i  the 

Jan.  3  .   President  deliver  his  ann^oal  miesoage  on  the  state  of 

the  Union  (rl.Doc.  458)  (pp.  5-9).     The  Senate  adjourned 
until  Wednesday,  Ja.Tx-aD.ry  5.    Annual  reports  from  the  following  G-overn- 
miental     a^hcies  were  received  and  referred  to  the  proper  com.mittees 
of  the  riouse:  Tennessee  Valley  ^.r  h-  *"ity  (rl.Doc.  461),  Securities  and 
Exchange  Oomjnissi on,   J.ntors'.-:i"; dcmmissicn  ,  Post  Office  Departm-ent 
(H.Doc.  464),  National  M-onitions  Control  5c^?xd  (rl.Doc.  465  .Pederal 
ComL;uni cations  Commission,  Department  of  Justice,  G-eneral  4r;counting 
Office,  Tariff  Ccmmiission  (H.Doc.  469),  Veterans'  Admhnistra cion' (H.Doc. 
468),  .ilectric  Hom.e  and  Par mx  .Author i  ty,  C-overriment  Printing  Office. 
The  House  received  a  letter  fromx  the  Secretary  of  Agricult-ora,  trans- 
mit tii>g  the  first  of  the  reports  dealing  with  existing  conditions  with 
respect  to  nontsTiif ormd ty  of  m-otor  vehicle  traffic  laws  in  effect  in  the 
various  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia  (PI. Doc.  462)  ;  referred  Com- 
mittee on  P-oads.     The  House  received  a  le'cter  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  transmitting  a  list  of  reports  to  be  m^ade  to  Congress  by  public 
officers  during  the  75th  Congress  (H.Doc.  463^.    The  House  received 
from  the  Archivist  a  list  of  papers  which  the  Department  of  Agric-jlture 
recommends  shou?.fV  be  destroyed;   referred  Coi;mittee  on  Disposition  of 
Executive  Papers 4 
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Housing  ■  The  Housing  Adjnini  strati  on  (Washington,  D.C.)  has 

Bulletins         issued  recently    these  five  iDulletins:  Contract  LocuHients 

for  Small  House  Construction,  Technical  Bulletin  No.  3; 
Mechanical  Equipment  for  the  Home,  Technical  Bulletin  i\Io.  6;  Principles 
of  Planning  Small  Houses,  Technical  Bulletin  ITo.  4;  Recent  Developments, 
in  Dwelling  Construction,  Technical  Bulletin  ITo .  1;  Planning  Neighbor- 
hoods for  simll  Houses,  Technical  Bulletin  No.  5. 

Articles  Two  seed  articles  of  interest  to  the  Department  in 

on  Seed  Seed  World  (December  31)  are:  Problems  and  Principles  in 

Seed  Control,  by  IV.  A.  Davidson,  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture; and  Plant  Improvement  Work  at  Cornell  in  1937,  by  P.  P.  Bussell, 
Cornell  University, 

Parm  Labor  The  Business  Digest  (jan-'oary)  contains  a  reprint 

Problem  of  "A  Plan  to  Solve  the  Parm  Labor  Problem"  from  American 

Lumberman  (December  18) .    The  American  Lumberman  suggests 
a  plan  "by  which  the  government  may  cooperate  in  a  constructive  way  and 
and  help  to  restore  prosperity.     It  discusses  the  farm  labor  problem 
under  the  following  heads:  ?/ork  on  the  farm;  difficulty  in  getting 
farm  help;  best  type  of  hired  help;  old  farmer  retires  on  own  farm; 
the  question  of  building  the  tenant  house;  could  make  financing  condi- 
tional; suggestion;  why  not?;  the  building  of  the  houses;  provides 
home  for  farmer's  son;  would  take  b-uxden  off  farm.er,  taxpayer,  too; 
need  can  easily  be  ascertained;  start  wheels  of  business  turning;  put 
idle  funds  at  ?/ork  safely. 

G-rass  More  than  1,000  tons  of  silage  produced  from  grass 

Silage  and  from  grass  clover  mixtures  by  the  use  of  from  40  to 

75  po^onds  of  molasses  per  ton  of  silage  were  m.ade  by  tbe 
Bew  Jersey  Experiment  Station  the  past  year  under  the  direct  supervi- 
sion of  Prof.  C.  B.  Bender.    This  process  is  also  being  adopted  by  a 
considerable  number  of  dairy  farmers  in  the  Northeastern  states  accord- 
ing to  reports  made  at  the  Pourth  International  G-rassland  Congress, 
recently  held  in  Wales.    Dr.  S.  J.  Watson,  a  British  chemist,  reported 
that  this  method  of  conserving  green  feed,  made  possible  vdth  modern 
gi-ass  cutting  and  silo  filling  equipment,  ret^irad  the  maximw  food 
value  of  the  crop  so  that  it  was  simdlar  to  concentrated  feeds  in  com- 
position and  nutritive  value.    He  has  also  foimd  that  the  carotene  is 
retained  by  this  m^ethod  of  processing.      (Parm  Implement  Nev/s,  December 
30.) 

Balancing  the  Mayor  La  G-uardia  of  New  York  City  contributes  to 

Population         the  Survey  G-raphic  (January)  a  one- page  article,  "Balanc- 
ing the  Population" — A  city  man  considers  the  farmer. 
The  Mayor  of  New  York  on  the  human  budget  that  government  must  continue 
to  face. 
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FUND  FOR  SOIL  Senate  farm  "bill  mana-^ers  called  President  Roose- 

CONSERVATION      velt's  1939  budget  estimate  of  $440,000,000  for  soil 

conservation  payments  "inadequate"  yesterday  and  fore- 
cast that  Congress  would  raise  it  to  $500,000,000,     The  budj^:et  asked 
a  direct  appropriation  of  $330,000,000  to  carry  on  the  soil  conserva- 
tion program,  central  feature  of  the  new  crop-control  legislation  now 
before  a  conference  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House.     To  that  sum 
would  be  added  $110,000,000  from  other  funds.     Both  Senate  and  House 
"ever-normal"  granary  bills  were  drafted  on  the  assumption  at  least 
$500,000,000  in  soil  conservation  funds  ;vould  be  available  to  be  used 
in  rewarding  farmers  for  participating  in  the  program.  (Associated 
Press. ) 


COOPERATION  A  need  for  "greater  co-operation"  between  business 

WITH  3USI1-IESS    and  the  G-overnment  was  urged  yesterday  by  Prof.  0.  M.  W. 

Sprague,  economist  and  former  executive  assistant  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, as  necessary  to  prevent  "the  danger  of  drift- 
ing into  as  acute  a  depression  as  we  smiered  in  1932."     The  Harvard 
Business  School  professor  of  banking  and  finance  said:     "Vife  need  posi- 
tive action  directed  toward  increasing  the  demand  for  labor  and  materials, 
something  more  than  merely  relieving  the  consequences  of  a  business 
recession,  however  desirable  that  may  be."     Sprague  said  recovery  pre sup^ 
posed  "increased  employment  and  greater  production  of  goods  and  services." 
(Associated  Press.) 


FARM  DEBT  Sharp  opposition  to  extension  of  the  Frazier-Lernke 

MORATORIUM         farm  debt  moratorium  act,  e:':piring  March  3,  v/as  voiced 

yesterday  before  a  House  Judiciary  Committee  by  Peyton 
R.  Evans,  general  counsel  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,  who  charged 
organized  attempts  to  interest  farmers,  fev/  of  whom  would  benefit.  Evans 
said  only  one  one- thousandth  of  1  percent  of  all  farmers  have  been  helped 
by  the  law  and  only  two  one-hundredths  of  1  percent  of  delinquent  bor- 
rowers from  Federal  Land  banks  and  the  Federal  Farm  Mortgage  Corporation 
obtained  any  benefit  v;hatever.     The  F-irm  Credit  Administration  official, 
speaking  for  G-cv.  W.  I.  Myers,  testified  the  rate  of  farm  mortgage  fore- 
closures had  declined  from  38.8  per  1,000  farms  in  1932  to  15.5  in  1937, 
and  declared  emergency  need  of  the  legislation  no  longer  existed.  Evans 
cited  Treasury  fees  and  other  inducements  provided  in  the  act  as  evidence 
that  "there  is  an  incentive  at  least  for  some  officials  to  encourage 
farmers  to  take  advantage  of  the  law»  even  though  the  proceedings  may  be 
abandoned  later."     (Washington  Post.) 
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Tree  Planting  Trees  are  thriving  and  attaining  s-urprising  growth, 

"by  C.S.C.  in  the  area  of  Dalhart  (Texas)  which  only  a  year  or  tv70 

ago  was  called  the  "Capital  of  the  Lust  Bovvl",   says  a 
report  in  the  AmC^.rillo    Hews.     Ir/hcre  wind-driven  sand  piled  up  in  fence 
row  drifts  and  against  farm  nouses  scarcely  three  years  ago,  trees  are 
now  growing — some  from  10  to  12  feet  high.    Tree  planting  has  "been  a 
part  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Servicers  program  designed  to  eliminate 
damage  to  farm  lands  "by  wind  erosion*    .During  the  three  years  since 
the  demonstration  project  was  esta'Dlished  at  Dalhart,  approximately 
13,000  trees  have  heen  planted,  according  to  Charles  van  G-order,  the. 
project  forester.-    Despite  adverse  weather  conditions  during  this  peri- 
od, a  recent  count  revealed  that  80, percent  of  the  plantings  are  liv- 
ing.   Twenty-t?/o  species  of  trees  and  sluHihs  have  beei^  planted.  The 
survey  shows  the  percentage  of  survival  of  the  more  hardy  species  to 
"be  as  f oil ov/s: Thorny  honey  locust,  S5  percent ;  thornless  locust,  93 
percent;  Yd.llow,  93  percent;  green  ash,  89  percent,  cottonwood,  87  per- 
cent, Chinese  elm,  84-percent;   desert  flowerin-T  willow,  81  percent; 
and  Russian  mulhery,  SO  percent . 

Corn  School  Keeping  pace  with  the  advance  that  has  'been  made  in 

in  Illinois      hy"brid  corn  production-,  the  largest  development  in  corn 

improvement,  the  Illinois  ColL^ge  of  Agriculture  is  plan- 
ning an  advanced  corn  "breeding  school  to  "be  held  as  a  part  of  its  Farm 
and  Hom.e  Week  program,  Janua.ry  10  to  14,- .  This  is  the  first  time  that 
such  an  advanced  cource  in  corn  "breeding  has  heen  offered.  However,  it 
is  pointed  out  that  the  course  will  in  no  way  conflict  with  the  regular 
hy"brid  corn  sessions  that  have  "been  planned.  In  charge  of  the  advanced 
coui'se,  which  Y/ill  appeal  particularly  to  those  who  have  "been  producing 
hybrids, will  be  C.  !;:.  loodworth  and  W.  J.  I/ramm.. 

Wildlife  Wildlife  mxust  "be  produced  on -farm  lands  as  well  as 

Conservation    on  lands  publicly  owned  if  benefits  from  this  reso^orce  are 

to  be  perpetuated,  says  Ira  iJ,  G-abrielson,  Chief  of  the 
U.S.  Biological  Sui'vey,  in  his  annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture,    "Emphasis  this  year,"  he  says,   "has  been  on  physical  and  bio- 
logical rehabilitation.    Wildlife  technicians  have  supervised  the  plant- 
ing of  tons  of  duck-food  plants  and  of  millions  of  food-bearing  trees 
and  shrubs  to  make  the  areas  f-orther  attractive  to  wildlife."  Continu- 
ing the  v/ildlife  restoration  program  begun  in  1933,  the  Biological  Siir- 
vey  purchased  more  than  600,000  acres  of  refuge  lands  during  the  fiscal 
year,  and  over  half  a  million  acres  more  were  held  pending  titl^  con- 
veyance.   Almost  a  million  acres  were  added  by  Executive  order.  Since 
July  1,  1933,  the  Survey  purchased  more  than  1,500,000  acres  of  refuge 
lands,  and  in  the  same  period  over  4,000,000  acres  have  been  reserved 
by  Executive  orders.     Outstanding  events  of  the  year  included  the  com- 
pletion of  a  treaty  v/ith  Mexico  for  protecting  migratory  birds  and  regu- 
lating shipments  of  game  mammals,  the  successful  prosecution  of  persons 
illegally  handling  furs,  and  the  continua.nce  of  the  drive  against  duck 
bootleggers  and  persons  taking  waterfowl  by  means  of  bait. 


Vol.  Lmil,  ITo.  4 


January  6,  1938 


Cneniotherapv  'T.  Swann  Harding  of  the  Dspartriient  is  av.thcr  of 

and  Front osil    "Chemotherapy  and  Prontosil"  in  the  Jan-a^ry  Scientific 

American.    He  disij.csses  the  uses  and  abuses  of  the 
new  drug  and  the  theory  of  chemotherapy,  and  expresses  hope  for  other 
drugs  i2i  research  on  the  same  theory.    An  editorial  note  says:  "Af"cer 
the  accompanying  article  had  "been  written  and  vhilo  it  v/as  oeing  prepa 
for  pu'Dlicauion,  the  nc.Tspapers  of  the  nation  contained  day-oy-day  ac- 
counts of  many  unfort\inate  deaths  caused  oy  an  elixir  of  the  sulfanila 
mide  around  vrhich  the  aiticle  centers.     'Eliile  this  in  no  way  affects 
anything  in  the  article,  it  calls  for  a  clear  explanation,  and  this 
will  be  found  on  page  9  (an  editorial  on    Eiulfsnilaiidde)  . " 

Congress,  The  Senate  was  not  in  session.    The  time  during 

Jan.  4  which  the  House  was  in  session  was  consumed  by  speeches. 

Destroy  Rodents         Jackrabbits,  prairie  dogs,  gophers  and  kangaroo 
on  G-rasslands      rats  which  destroy  forage  intended  for  livestock  whJLch 

roa:n  the  142,000,000  acres  set  aside  for  conservation 
purposes  have  been  a3j20St  entirely  eliminated  from  m:iny  tracts  in  the 
grassland  area,  S<jcrotary  Ickes  lias  been  informed  by  Director  R, 
Carpenter  of  the  Division  of  Jrazing,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
says  a  Science  Service  report  (December  29).     Ext crr.unation  work  on 
m.ore    than  5,5C'0,0C0  acres  of  public  domain  in  nine  western  states 
has  reached  the  point  where  the  depredations  of  the  pests  no  longer 
constitute  a  major  menace  to  the  well  being  of  the  animals  feeding  off 
the  pastures,  it  was  stated.     Civilian  Conservation  Cori-.-s  cnrcllees, 
who  have  cooperated  in  carrying  out  the  rodent-exterminating  program;, 
and  the  Division  oi  G-razmg,  will  noccl    ^  adoring  the 

comin.^  year  to  keej;  those  sections  of  'chc  range  free  of  the  rr.dent 
pests. 

report 

Record  Eg^^tian  An  Associated  Press/from  Cairo  says  the  Egyptian 

Cotton  Crop         cotton  crop  this  season  is  estimated  around  11,000,000 

kantars  (one  kantar  equoJs  99.05  po-onds)  an  all-time 
record,  compared  with  the  previous  record  set  last  year  at  2,200,000 
kanta.rs.    'There  has  been  a  cl'^jnor  to  have  ohe  goverrmient  carry  the  . 
entire  crop,  but  authorities,  remembering  a  previous  experience,  have 
refused  to  do  anything  more  than  adv-^n-ce  loans  to  c^xLtivators  on  a  mod 
erate  scale.    A  goverriment  comirdssion  has  been  appointed  to  assist 
marketing  of  the  crop  a.nd  there  ma.y  bo  further  attempts  to  "stabilize" 
the  price  of  Sgy^jt  ^  s  main  source  of  wealth. 

Parm  Reading  The  folk  down  on  the  farm  have  gone  in  for  diver- 

sified reading,  Ralj^-h  H.  Dunbar,  chief  of  the  newly  creat 
ed  library  service  division  of  the  Office  of  Saucation,  h£ia 
reported.    New,  he  says,  the  farm  wife  is  likely  to  want  a  ouoic  o-..  j.n- 
terior  decoration  and  her  husband  is  iiiterested  in  a  history  of  gr«,nt 
opera.     Libraries  supplying  their  needs  must  expand  to  m.eet  widening 
demands.  (press.) 
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oToreigii  Trs.de  .Foreign  tra.de  of  the  United  States  increased  in  the 

Increases         first  eleven  months  of  1937  by  nearly  $1,500,000,000 

over  the  sarnie  period  of  1936,  the  State  Department  has 
annoimccd.    Much  of  the  rise  was  attrihuted  hy  the  Department  to  the  . 
Administration's  reciprocal  trade  agreements  v/iti'i  other  coui-tries. 
"The  part  which  the  trade  agreements  program  ha^  played  in  making  pos- 
. sible  this  striking  expansion  in  ovj'  forei.gn  cominorco, "  the  ann 01021  cement 
said,  "is  indicated  "by  the  increase  that  has  taken  place  in  oui'  exports 
to  the  coTontries  with  which  trade  agreements  have  "been  in  force  com-  ■ 
pared  with  lesser  increases  in  exports  to  the  non-agreement  countries. 
In  1936  o'or  exports  to  countries  with  v/hich  we  had  agreements  increased 
by  14.1  percent  over  1935,  while  that  with  other  countries  increased  "by 
but  four  percent.     In  the  first  10  months  of  1957  exports  to  agreement 
.countries  increased  by  43.2  percent  over  the  corresponding  period  of 
1936  and  exports  to  non-agTeemexit  countries  by  31.3  percent.  (Balti- 
more Smi,  Jan^iary  5.) 

Artificial  "Seven  tim.es  the  Animal  Nutrition  Research  Institute, 

Breeding  of  England,  tried  to  |)ass  a  miracle  and  finally  it  siic- 

ceeded,  "  says  Business  Week  (January  l)  .     "IJot  even  Moses 
did  better  v;hen  performing  his  rpB.gic  before  Pharoah.    The  institute  got 
a  calf  out  of  a  vacmim  flask.     Other  elements  in  the  mdracle  were  a  cow 
in  England,  a  ovll  in  the  ITetherlands ,  and  an  airplane  to  fly  between 
the  two." 

2,000  Farmers  Dr.  T.  S.  3mle,  in  charge  of  soil  conservo.tion  v/ork 

Save  Soil  in  the  Southeast,  said  yesterday  nearly  2,000  Virginia 

farmers  on  m.ore  than  300,000  acres  of  land  were  cooperat- 
ing Y/ith  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  perfecting  and  dem.onst rating 
a  long-range  soil  and  water  conservation  program  in  the  state,  says  a 
report  in  the  Richjnond  Tim.es  Dispatch  (January  2)  .    Reviewing  the  ac- 
compli slime  nt  s  of  tne  service  d-oring  1937,  Dr.  Bule  said  the  year  saw 
more  progress  than  h^as  been  mjide  in  any  previous  ye-ar  in  the  develop- 
ment and  dem.onstrat ion  of 'practical  erosion  control  practices  as  well 
a.s  the  beginning  of  a  movomiont  to  hnlp  farmers  x-"'^'^  into  practice  the 
program. 

Flowers  Field-grov/n  roses,  sweet  peas,  fresias,  gardenias, 

by  Air  carnations  and  buttercups  can  be  cut  in  Califonia,  shipped 

across  the  country  by  air  express  and  arrive  in  nearly 
perfect  condition  as  a  result  of  a  new  wrapping  process  devised  by  refrrig- 
eration  specialists  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  says  a  press  report. 
The  flowers  are  placed  in  an  ordinary  shijjping  box,  which  is  wrapped 
with  wax  paper,  and  then  with  about  thirty  thicknesses  of  v/ater-soaked 
neiiTpaper.    Another  was  paper  is  wrapped  about  the  wet  paper  to  hold  the 
moisture.     The  package  is  then  put  into  a  common  pasteboard  box,  which 
is  wrapped  with  about  fifteen  thicknesses  of  dry  nev/spaper  and  one 
thickness  of  heavy  wrapping  paper. 
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ECOj^OMIC  American  leaders  with  divergent  interests  in  the 

POLICY  nation's  economic  life  announced  last  night  formation  of 

COIvIi.IITTSE  "the  economic  policy  comiiittee"  to  turn  puolic  opinion 

in  favor  of  Secretary  of  State  Cordell  I-Iull's  foreign 
trade  policies,  says  a  Des  Moines,  report  "by  the  Associated  Press.  The 
committee  membership  of  50  represents  a  cross-section  of  American  life, 
W,  W.  Waym^ack,  Des  Moines  Register  and  Tribune  editorial  page  director, 
temporary  chairman;   said.    TTaymack  said  it  included  liberals  and  con- 
servatives; farm,  labor,  industrial,  commercial  and  financial  leaders; 
economists,  political  scientists  and  educators,  and  members  of  various 
religious  faiths. 


BUSINESS  "William  S.  Knudsen,  president  of  General  Motors 

RECSSSION  Corporation,  told  the  Senate  Unem.pl oyment  and  Relief  Com- 

mittee yesterday  that  although  his  corporation  had  exper- 
ienced in  December  the  most  severe  decline  in  business. in  its  history, 
he  felt  confident  that  the  recession  would  be  short  lived  and  he  v/as 
preparing  for  an  upturn  in  the  spring,"  reports  Louis  Stark  in  the  New 
York  Times.   "Frankly  baffled  by  the  cause  of  a  decline  of  50  -percent  in 
business  by  General  Motors  last  month,  Mr.  Knudsen  said  he  knew  of  no 
economic  conditions  justifying  the  drop.     In  view  of  the  sharp  drop  in 
sales,  he  said,  he  had  no  choice  but  to  lay  off  30,000  of  the  corpora- 
tion's 250,000  men  and  work  the  rem.ainder  only  twenty-'four  hours  a  week. 
Por  this  action  he  took  sole  responsibility...." 

FEDERAL  The  roads  fund  revolt  against  administration  sug- 

ROAD  FUNDS         gestions  assumed  a  militant  form  in  the  House  yesterday 

when  Chairman  Cartwright  of  the  Roads  Committee  introduced 
legislation  to  assure  continuance  of  federal  grants  to  states  for  two 
years  more  than  are  specified  in  current  law.     Mr.  Cartwright  clinched 
his  opposition  by  introduction  of  the  new  bill  to  perpetuate  thro^agh 
1940-41  what  has  for  years  been  one  of  the  most  popular  forms  of  federal 
aid  to  states.     Mr.  Cart\/right  included  in  his  bill  a  section  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  make  grants  conditional  on  observance  by 
States  of  requirements  regarding  highway  safety,  particularly  the  licens- 
ing of  operators  of  motor  vehicles,  but  he  would  leave  the  definition  of 
"adequate"   standards  to  the  Agriculture  Department.    (New  York  Times.) 


Vol.  L2YIII,  ITo.  5 


^  ^  - 

Section  2 


January  7,  1938 


Disease  from  "More  than  one  half  of  the  123,000,000  people  in 

HaY/  I.Ulh  the  United  States  are  still  cons-oming  potentially  dan- 

gerous raw,  or  unpast  oiri zed,  market  mi  11^  even  thau^-li 
the  public  health  importance  of  milk  past '/arizat  ion  has  long  "been  estab- 
lished, Dr.  J«mes  A.  Tobey,  proijiinent  Hew  York    health  expert,  recently 
told  the  annual  convention  of  the  International  Association  of  Milli 
Dealers,"  says  Scientific  American  (January).     "Only  about  47  percent 
of  the  fluid  milk  produced  in' this  country  is  past'eurized.     'In  1936  there 
wore  42  epidemics  of  milk-borne  diseases  in  the  United  States,  involv- 
ing 1,547  cases  of  preventable  diseases,  and  28  i;jineccssary  deariis,  as 
reported  by  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service,'   said  Mr.  Tobcy.     'In  every 
instance  those  "unfortunate  outbreaks  of  t^rphoid  fever,  septic  sore  throat , 
sca.rlct  fever  and  other  coram.uni cable  diseases  were  caused  by  infected 
ra,w  milk  of  low  grades.    The  only  gratifying  fact  about  these  ©pidemics 
is  the  fact  that  the  nmber  is  less  than  the  country's  average  for  the 
past  10  years,  indicating  ci  gradual  improvement  in  the  sm-all  town  and 
r-oral  wlllz  supplies  in  v/hich  most  of  these  outbrealis  occur 

Roots  Grown  In  a  copyright  Science  Service  report  of  the  Am.erican 

on  Petals  Association  for  the  Advanccx-ient  of  Science,   it  says  that 

.       .  petals  and  other  parts  of  flowers  have  been  induced  to 

form  roots,  in  experiments  reported    by  Prof.  Carl  D.  L&Rue  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  MichJ.g-:2.n.     Secret  of  this  surprising  feat  was  l^rof .  LaHue's 
new  technique  for  keeping  the  small  and  delicate  pieces  of  plant  tissues 
alive  and  in  good  condition.    He  washed  the  petals  and  other  parts  in 
antiseptic  solutions,  strong  enough  to  kill  bacteria  and  molds  but  not 
strung  enough  to  injure  their  tissues.    Then  he  placed  them  on  a  ster- 
ile nutrient  jelly  containing  sugar  a.nd  essential  mineral  salts.  On 
this  the  parts  lived  indefinitely,  and  had  plenty  of  time  to  strike 
root,  after  the  more  familiar  'b'o.'t  rougher  cuttings  of  greenhouse 

and  windov;box  practice.     Somxe  of  the  species  needed  to  be  encouraged 
with  the  growth-promoting  chemical,  indole-3-ace tic-acid,  but  others 
started  their  roots  without  any  outside  stajnulus .     Several  specimens 
not  only  sprouted  roots  but  started  stems  and  leaves  as  well  and  even- 
tually grev;  up  into  complete,  normal  plants. 

ITational  Forest  The  increasing  popularity  of  the  National  Forests 

Popularity  is  attributed  in  part  to  the  improved  transportation 

facilities  of  people  of  all  classes  and  to  many  thous- 
ands of  mnles  of  new  roads  and  trails  and  many  new  public  campgrounds 
built  under  supervision  of  the  Forest  Service.     The  21,000  males  of 
National  Forest  highways,  73,000  miles  of  minor  loads  and  136,000  miles 
of  trails  make  large  portions  of  the  forest  areas  readily  accessible. 
National  Forest  car.pgrounds  are  so  located  that  they  are  near  a  source 
of  safe  drinlcing  water  and  are  equipped  with  parking  areas,  tent  spots, 
tables,  fireplaces  or  outdoor  stoves,  toilets  and  garbage  receptacles. 
At  some  heavily  used  campgrounds  community  shelter  houses,  outdoor  am- 
phitheatres and  play  ecfaipment  for  children  arc  provided.  (Huntcr- 
Trader-Trapper ,  January. ) 
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Con^^ress,  Both  houses  received  the  President's  message  trans- 

Jan.  5  rnitting  the  Bad:^et  of  the  United  States  Government  for 

the  fiscal  year  1939  (H.Doc.  399)   (pp.  75-79).  Immedi- 
ately after  the  reading  of  the  message  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Vandenberg 
and  other  Senators  di cussed  the  proposed  constituut ional  amendment  which 
provides  aiithority  for  veto  of,  individual  items  in  appropriation  bills, 
1/ir.  Vandenberg  had  printed  in  the  Hecord  correspondence  between  himiself 
and  President  Roosevelt  and  an  article  which  he  recently  wrote  for  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post  (pp.  56-61),     In  the    House,  Messrs.  P.ich  and  G-if- 
ford  spoke  briefly  in  favor  of  strict  eCDnomy  in  Government  expenditures 
(pp.  79-80  and  86-8?) . 

The  Senate  passed  with  amendment  the  bill  (S.  3043)  to  provide  for 
loans  to  farmers  for  crop  production  and  harvesting  during  1938  )pp.  71-72) 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  reported  out  with  amond- 
m.ents  the  bill  (S.  3105)  to  araomi  the  Commodity  Exchange  Act,  as  amended, 
to  extend  its  provisions  to  wool  and  other  agricultural  comiiaodities 
traded  in  for  future  delivery  (S.Rept.  1301). 

The  Senate  received  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on 
the  study  and  research  of  traffic  conditions  and  measures  for  their  im.- 
provcm.ent  and  cooperation  with  other  agencies;  referred  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 
Senate 

The^received  annual  reports  for  1937  from  the  following  G-overnment 
agencies:  Treas-ory  Department,  Justice  Department,  General  Accounting 
Office,  Eedoral  Alco'^ol  Adn.ini  strati  on,  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
Tariff  Commission,     Securities  and  Exchange  Commission,  Department  of 
Agriculture  (for  forest  roads  and  trails)  G-overnment  Printing  Office, 
Electric  Homo  and  Po.rm  Authority,  the  Archives,  Tennessee  Valley  Author- 
ity, National  Forest  Reservation  Commission  (S.Doc.  ISG)  and  Library  of 
Congress  (x^p.  52-54), 

The  Senate  received  lists  of  papers  on  file  in  several  Departments 
(including  Agriciilture)  from  the  Arcxiivist ,  with  recomm-endat ion  for 
their  destruction;  referred  Joint  Committee  on  licsposition  of  Papers  in 
the  Executive  Departments  (p.  54).    The  Senate  received  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Hou3e  of  Representatives  of  G-corgia,     nrging  repeal  of 
Federal  statutes  which  fix  special  taxes  and  licenses  against  the  sale 
of  food  products  made  of  cottonseed  oil  and  peanut  oil:  referred  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

* 

The  House  received  gjinual  reports  for  1937  from  the  following  G-overn- 
ment agencies;  Department  of  Agriculture  (for  forest  roads  and  trails), 
Library  of  Congress,  the  Archives  and  Treasury  Department  (pp.  87-88). 
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(Congress  cont.)  •  •  ' 

ItEBis  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix,  address  "by  Assistant 
Attorney  General  .RolDert  H.  Jackson  before  American  Political  Science 
Association,  "Hie  Menace  to  Pree  Enterprise,"  inserted  by  Mrs.  O'Day 
(pp.  94-96)  ;  radio  address  by  Robert  H.  Jackson,  "^siness  Confidence 
and  G-overninent  Policy",  inserted  by  Mirs.  O^Day  (pp.  -97-99);  address  by 
Secretary  '"Wallace  at  a  dinner  in  ?liiladelph.-!a    vn  January  5,   "Hew  Pree- 
doms,  Responsibilities  and  Disciplines" ,- Insert  ed  by  Mr.  Leavy  (pp.  104- 
106) ;  address  by  Robert  H.  Jackson  before  Consumers  National  Pederation, 
"Consumer  Protection  by  G-ovorioiLB/it , "  inserted  by  Mrs.  O'Day  (pp.  106- 

«.ddlcc»:  "by  Bol)p.r-i  H.  Jacks.on  before  Parm  Bnxeau  Pederation,  ^^Par- 
mers  and  the  Anti-trust  Laws,"  inserted  by  Mrs.  O'Day  (pp  .  102-103). 
(Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Pinance.) 

Rotenone  "A  nev;  kind  of  small  black  leaf  hopping  beetle 

for  Insects        (called  the  Canadian  leaf  hopper)  invaded  Oregon  cabbage 

and  kale  fields  last  swmer,"  says  the  Parm  Journal  (jan- 
■oary)  .     "It  met  its  Waterloo  in  rotenone  dust,  a  swell  insecticide  for 
fighting  any  kind  ox  leaf  hopper.     Small  shelters,  made  of  wooden  slats 
or  of  framework  covered  with  cheesecloth,  protected  tomatoes  from  curly 
top  (carried  by  leaf  hoppers)  in  Oregon  last  summer.    Under  the  shelters 
tomatoes  thrived  and  yielded  from  15  to  25  tons  per  acre;  ou.tside  the 
shelters  nearly  every  plant  was  diseased.     Shelters  were  left  open  on 
one  side.    Leaf  hoppers  were  not  excluded,  but  did  not  work  much  in 
partial  shade.     In  the  fight  on  Mormon  crickets  last  s-ummer,  western 
farmers  mo^de  go^od  use  of  weed  burning  torches.     In  one  county,  500  of 
the  burners    v/ere  used  by  an  army  of  pest  fighters  v/ho  singed  the  clus- 
tered insects." 

Gfe^p  f««ding  Creep  feeding  of  calves  pays,  a  3-year  state  and 

of  Calves  .  Pederal  experiment    at  the  Sni-A-Bar  farms  iaa  Missauri 

indicates.     Steer  and  heifcip    calves  running  with  their 
dams  on  bluegrass  pasture  v;ere  rreep  fed  a  grain  ration  composed  of  8 
parts  of  shelled  corn  and  1  part  cottonseed  meal.    The  calves  made  an 
average  gain  of  400  pounds  in  196  days.     Por  100  pounds  of  gain  they 
required  only  299.4  pounds  of  corn  and  37.4  pounds  of  cottonseed  meal 
in  addition  to  the  •ya.^tvxQ  and  their  mother's  milk.    When  sold  at  12 
months  of  age  they  brought  a  return  of  $35.53  above  their  feed  costs. 
(What  Is  Uev;  in  Parming,  in  Successful  Parmi ng,  January.) 

Pruit  Packing  The  Pederal  Trade  Commission  recently  charged  the 

Monopoly  Standard  Manufacturers  Association,  Jacksonville,  Plorida, 

and  25  member  companies  imnufacturing  wooden  ontaiuers 
for  fruits  and  vegetables,  with  combinations  and  agreements  in  restraint 
of  trade  through  the  fixing  of  uniform  prices,  terms  and  -'dsoounts  for 
theit  products  and  other  practices.     (iTew  York  Times,  January  1.) 
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U.S. -BRITISH  "Formal  announcement  of  the  intention  to  negotiate 

THADS  PACT         a  reciprocal  trade  agreement  v/ith  the  United  Kingdom  v/as 

made  Friday  "by  Secretary  Hull,  under  the  requirements  of 
the  Trade  Agreements  Act,"  reports  Harold  3.  Hinton,  in  the  New  York 
Times.     "This  is  the  culmination  of  tv/o  years  of  effort  "by  experts  on 
hoth  sides  of  the  Atlantic.     Informal  conversations  and  sounding-out 
conferences  have  been  held  during  that,  time,  so  that  it  is  understood 
now  that  only  the  details  of  rates  remain  to  be  fixed...." 


IvSAT  AIID  The  cost  to  the  consumer  for  bread  and  meat  is  out 

BREAD  COSTS        of  proportion  to  the  cost  of  rav/  materials  and  the  prices 

paid  for  livestock  at  the  stocl<i^ards,    Donald  E.  Hont- 
gomery,  consumers'  co^onsel  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administra^ 
tign^  reported  Saturday.     He  predicted  a  further  reduction  in  the  price 
of  meats,  but  did  not  venture  an  opinion  as  to  bread.     The  spread  be- 
tween the  retail  price  of  white  bread  and  typical  bread  ingredients 
reached  a  seven-year  high  at  the  end  of  1937,  he  reported,  (press.) 


TEGHt^OLOaiCAL  Alfred  P.  Sloan,  Jr.,  chairmanof  Oeneral  Motors 

PROGRESS  Corporation,  yesterday  declared  high  wages  and  a  high 

standara  of  living  could  continue  to  exist  only  "to  the 
extent  that  we  are  able  to  promote  and  capitalize  teclmological  prog- 
ress."   The  automobile  executive  set  forth  his  view  on  v^hat  he  termed 
the  most  important  problem  before  business  todc>y,  "the  worker  in  indus- 
try," in  a  statement  sont  to.  the  corporation's  375,000  stockholders. 
(Associated  Press.) 


CIVIL  SERVICE  Inclusion  within  the  classified  civil  service  of 

ANIJUAL  REPORT    first,  second  and  third  class  postmasters  and,  as  soon 

as  practicable,  of  all  non-policy-forming  positions,  is 
renewed  as  the  primary  recommendation  of  the  Civil  Service  Conuriission 
in  its  annual  xeport.    Public  interest  in  the  merit  system  has  mani- ■ 
fested  itself  d^iririg  the  past  year  in  a  degree  unequaled  since  the 
early  days  of  the  movement  v/hich  led  to  the  enactment  of  the  law  in 
1833,  according  to  the  commission.     "There  has  been  no  important  ex- 
tension of  the  civil  service  during  the  fiscal  year,"  the  commission 
reported.  (Press.) 
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Lightning"  ITine- tenths  of  the  property  damage  caused  'oy  light- 

Code  Issued       ning    occ"ars  in  rural  areas,  it  is  reported  in  the  first 

sections  of  the  "Code  for  Protection  Against  Lightning" 
issued  "by  the  ITational  Bureau  of  S'.andaxds.    Pour  hundred  people  on  an 
average  are  killed  each  year  in  the  United  States  "by  electric  bolts  from 
the  sky,  the  handbook,  y/hich  details  methods  of  protecting  buildings 
and  other  property  from  lightning , report s ,    Proper  use  of  lightning 
rods  sharply  cuts  damage  to  buildings  struck  by  lightning,  it  is  as- 
serted on  the  basis  of  tables  printed  in  the  pamphlet.    Users  of  light- 
ning rods  are  cautioned  to  see  that  they  arc  properly  connected  to  the 
ground,  or  else  they  will  not  perform  their  function  adequately.  Plac- 
ing lightning  rods  on  small  buildings  in  urban  areas,  particularly  near 
large  buildings,  is  uneconomical  because  of  the  protection  afforded  by 
the  larger  structures,  it  is  stated.    Large  buildings  shouJd  always, 
however,  be  rodded.    Persons  caught  out  in  the  open  during  an  electrical 
storm  are  advised  to  seek  shelter  near  a  cliff  or  in  a  dense  forest. 
The'  code  was  prepared "under  the  joint  sponsorship  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Electrical  Engineers  and  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards  and 
has  been  approved  by  the  American  Standards  Association.  (Science 
Service.) 

Ultraviolet  Ultraviolet  light  and  blue  violet  visible  light 

Slows  G-rowth     make  plants  grow  more  slowly  by  destroying  part  of  the 

growth  hormones,  or  growth  promoting  substances  that 
stimiilate  their  increase  in  length,  Dr.  H,  W.  Popp  amd  ?I.  P.  C.  Mc- 
Ilvaine  of  Pennsylvania  State  College  reported  to  the  American  Associa- 
tion for  the  Advancement  of  Science.    They  tested  thousands  of  turnip 
seedlings  under  various  colored  light  filters  and  found  maximum  growth- 
checking  effect  at  the  shortwave  end  of  the  spectrum.     (Science  Service, 
January  8.) 

G-eorgia  An  amendment  to  Georgia' s  1937  livestock  law  to  pro- 

Stock  LaY\^  vide  a  check  on  sales  was  on  the  statute  books  recently, 

says  a  report    in  the  Atlanta  Constitution  (December  31.) 
Passed  by  the  special  session  of  the  legislature  and  signed  by  G-overnor 
Rivers,  the    amendment  additionally  defines  a  livestock  dealer  as  one 
"buying  livestock  of  any  kind  for  slaughter".     Th©  new  law  requires: 
"(l)  a  livestock  dealer  to  register  with  the  county... and  obtain  a  li- 
cense; (2)  make  records  of  license  numbers  of  sellers,  trricks,  and 
animals  purchased...;  (3)  have  the  dealer's  license  in  his  poseession 
when  driving  or  h^iuling  livestock  in  G-eorgia..." 

Cooperatives  Daring  the  last  year  the  consumer  cooperative  move- 

Increase  ment  has  been  characterized  by  continued  growth  in  the 

rural  areas  and  unprecedented  growth  in  cities,  accord- 
ing to  Flint  G-arrison,  executive  vice  president  of  the  Consumer  Distribu- 
tion Corporation,  which  was  organized  by  the  late  Edward  A.  Eilene,  to 
support  a  group  of  cooperative  department  stores.    The  first  project 
of  the  corporation  was  in  G-reenbelt ,  Maryland.     (Hew  York  Times,  Jan. 3.) 
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Rural  School  "S'ire  occurred  in  one  out  of  every  75  school  'build.- 

Fire  Losses       ings  in  the  United  States  d-aring  the  past  year,"  S3.ys 

Dr.  D.  J.  Price,   Chief  of  the  Chemical  Engineering  Divi- 
sion of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils,  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture.   He  points  out  that  approximately  4  out  of  every  5  are  r-oral 
schools.    A  study  of  more  than  1,200  school  fires,  with  special  atten- 
tion to  r-oral  school  fires,  shows  that  the  annual  fire  loss  on  school  .. 
and  college  property  in  the  United  States  is  more  than  $5,000,000  and 
that  approximately    SOO  people  have  "been  killed  and  several  h'ondred  in- 
juTed  in  these  schoolhouse  disasters. 

Senate,  Jan.  6  The  Senate  res-umed  consideration  of  the  aati-l;me^^ 

ii3^  (H.R.  1507)   (pp.  112-124). 

House,  The  House  began  general  debate  on  the  Independent 

Jan.  6  Offices  Appropriation  Bill  for  1939  (H.H.  8337)  which 

had  been  reported'  from  the  Comjnittee  on  Appropriations 
(H.Rept.  1562)   ',pp.  139-165).    During  this  general  debate  Mr.  Joiinson 
of  Oklahoma  addressed  the  House  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion in  appropriations  for  the  Civilian  Conservation  Cor-ps  (pp.  154^ 
157)  and  Ivlr.  Kenncy  spoke  regarding  control  of  false  advertising  of  food, 
drugs,  etc.  (pp.  169-170). 

The  House  received  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasi^xy  a 
combined  statement  of  receipts  and  expondi tures ,  bal'inces,  etc.,  of  the 
Government  d"aring  the  fiscal  year  1937;  referred  Commit-v.ee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the  Excutive  Departments  (p.  166). 

Mr.  Wadsv/orth  spoke  in  favor  of  strict  economy  in  3-ovornment  ex- 
penditures (pp.  136-138). 

Item  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  extension  of  remarks 
of  Ivlr.  Hook,  opposing  the  Boileau  amendment  to  farm  bill  (pp.  174-175). 
(Prepared. by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Senate,                       The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  ant i lynching  bill 
Jan.  7                (H.H.  1507)  (pp.  185-209).     Both  Ho^Jses  received  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  recommending  enactm.ent  of  leg-r 
i slat ion  to  authorize  the  invitation  of  the  International  Seed  Testing 
Association"   to  "  holcl' its  ninth  cbhgresS' in"  the' United  States  in  1940. 
(h.Doc.  472)   (pp". '209' and' 212)    ■ 

Both  Houses  "received  reports  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
entitled  "Skilled  Investigation  at  the  Scene  of  the  Accident  Needed  tc 
Develop  Causes"  and  "Official  Inspection  of  Vehicles."  The  House  also 
received  a  report  entitled  "Inadequacy  of  State  Motor  Vehicle  Accident 
Reporting",  These  reports  are  parts  of  a  series  based  upon  investiga- 
tions conducted  by  the  Bm"eau  of  Public  Roads  aizd.  v/ill  be  printed  as 
H.Doc.  462  (pp.  183  and  257). 
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•  ■  Senator  •Buiklejr 'had;  print cd'^^i  Record,  a  Idttcr  from  the  ."Agri-  ' 

cult'-ural  Adjustment  Adiiiinis  tr  at  ion,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  him    ■  . 
requesting  an  explanation  of  reports  that  the  Department' paid  travel 
expenses  of-  editors-  of  the  -colored -press  when  they  come  >q- Washington  . 
to  attend  a  farm  conference  (pp.  184-185).    ■  ■   ;     ^  : 

House, Jan. 7       ■  ^        The-  House  continued  general  debate  on,  the  Independent 
■       '  -  Offices  Appropriation  Bill  for  1959.  (E.R.,  8837)  (pp.  215^ 

<J56)  .     During  this  dehate  i/Ir.  Mason  addressed  -the  House  in  oppositi(^n 
to  the  proposed  reduction  in  appropriations  for  highway  .construction. 7' 

-Cvrve  Test     ■  A  Chicago  r  eport  to  Science  Service  says  Missouri  ■■■ 

highway  engineers  have  develGpe'd.-'a  ^.machine  for  deter- 
mining how  fast  a  car  can  go  around  a  given  curve  without  undue  side- 
slip or  sk-iddi ng  and  have  posted  that  information  on  roadsigns  at  each 
curve,  it  is  reported' -in -Public  Safety.    Only  U.S .,  40,    ..between  St.. 
Louis  and  Kansas-  City,  is  so  far  thus  eqmpped,  "but  already  the  driv- 
ing puhlic^s  response  to  the  signs  is  unusually  favorable,-  C. -Vlf*  Brown,- 
chief  engineer  of  the; Missouri  Highway  Department  reveals.  ■ 

"Farm  Tenant  Courses  on  farm,  tenancy,  the  share -cropper  and  the 

Courses  ITegro  in  the  Uorth  and  South  v/ill  be  •  given,  bBginning  in 

February,  at  the  Hew  School  for  Social  Research,  Hew 
York;  City,  according  to  its  spring  catalogue.    Er ski ne  Caldwell,  author, 
will  give  a  series  of  six  talks,  beginning  February  2,  on  the  general 
topic,  "lb,rm  Tenancy  and  the  Hegro  in  Transition.*'      In  March,  Hortense 
Powdermalcer ,  social  worker  and  author,  v/ill  give  nine  lectures  on  "The 
Hegro  in  the  South  and  Horth"  .     (Hew  York  Herald  Tribune,  January  7.) 

Wisconsin  "Double  benefits  are  coming  to  Wisconsin  farmers 

Pheasants  this  year  from  a  pheasant-stocking  program  under  which 

over  125,000  birds  were  released  in  the  state,"  says  the 
Parm  Journal  (January).     "Besides  eating  m.any  grasshoppers  and  other 
insects,  the  birds  furnished  bags  for  sportsmen  dm'ing  the  two  weeks 
shooting  season  that  ended  Hovcmber  5... In  Sauk  County  the  sportsmen^ s 
organization  built  an  electrical  brooder  at  a  cost  of  $300  and  raised' 
1,000  day-old  pheasants  given  -the  club  by  the  Wisconsin  Conservation 
Department  from  the  state  gam^  fa.rTn  at  Poynette.    The  birds  were  obtained 

in  two.  •  set  s  of  500  and   4. •  • . 

^«<i.»«.««'*' •'..«•••.••>««..<««..•••.»•».•••••««..••••«••*»••*•*••••  **■••* 
•  v;ere  released  v/hen  eighL  weeks  old.     On  top  of  the  1,000  a.1- 

ready  co\mted,  250  day- old  pheasants  were  obtained. . .Wint er  feeding  of 
birds/that  survived  the  hunting  season  will  be  looked  after  by  the  nine 
local' clubs  of  the  county  with  the  assistance  of  CCC  enrollees  in  camp 
near  La  Valle  and  at  Devils  Lake  State  Park.    Thousands  of  pounds  of 
feed  were  distributed  that  way  last  winter." 
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BRITISH  TMDE  A  London  rexjort  by  tlie  .associated  press  says  the 

NEG-OTIATIONS      foreign  office  last  night  annouiaced  that  Sir  Ronald 

Lindsay,  British  Ambassador  to  the  United  States,  would 
head  the  British  delegation  which  will  negotiate  a .new  trade  treaty 
with  the  United  States.     The  foreign  office  said  negotiations  were  ex- 
pected to  start  in  Washington  about  February  15.    An  Associated  Press  re- 
port from  the  New  York  Times  says  adjustment  of  the  war  debt  and  an  agree- 
ment providing  for  "constant  relationship"  between  the  , dollar  and  pound 
sterling  were  urged  yesterday  by  Bernard  M.  Baruch  for  inclusion  in  the 
trade  conversations  between  G-reat  Britain  and  the  United  States. 


NEW  YORK  MILK  The  establishment  of  tne  first  large  consumer-farmer 

COOPERATIVE       milk  cooperative  in  the  New  York  City  area  and  the  further 

spread  of  the  sale  of  grade  B  milk  at  10  cents  or  less  a 
quart  was  assured  yesterday  when  Holt  on  V.  Noyes,  State  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture,  announced  that  the  application  of  the  Consumer-Parmer  Milk 
Cooperative,  Inc.,  for  a  license  to  sell  milk  would  be  granted.  The 
sponsors  of  the  consumer-farmer  milk  cooperative  indicated  the  plan  was 
to  purchase  milk  from  up-state  producers'  cooperatives,  truck  it  to  New 
York  City,  have  it  .past e'orized  and  bottled  by  a  company  in  the  city. 
(New  York  Times.) 


EL  SALVADOR  A  San  Salvador  cable  to  the  New  York  Times  says  El 

COPPEE  PACT        Salvador  has  made  concessions  on  the  importation  of  cham- 
pagne in  return  for  Prance^ s  concessions  on  the  importa- 
tion of  El  Salvador's  high-grade  coffee,  according  to  an  agreement  extend- 
ing to  December  31,  1938.     The  tv/o  countries  established  their  commercial 
treaty  in  1901.     El  Salvador  grants  a  reduction  in  the  local  tax  on  cham- 
pagne from  80  to  60  cents  a  bottle  and  from  $17.75  to  $12.50  per  hundred 
pounds  in  customs  duties.     Prance  agrees  to  buy  2,000,00^  poimds  of  cof- 
fee.    Tlie  agreement  was  signed  for  the  Poreign  Minister  "by  the  charge 
d'affaires  of  Prance. 


PUNDS  The  House  defeated  by  a  voice  vote  yesterday  an 

FOR  C.C.C.  amendment  to  the  Independent  Offices  Appropriation  Bill 

offered  by  Representative  Johnson  of  Oklahoma  to  add 
$45,000,000  to  the  appropriation  of  $226,331,000  proposed  for  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps.     Chairman  Woodrum  of  the  subcommittee  on  the  bill, 
speaking  against  the  addition,  declared  that  the  President  himself  had 
recommended  a  cut  of  $118,000,000  in  the  funds  for  the  CCC  and  a  cut  in 
the  number  of  camps  from  1,500  to  1,200.  (Press.) 

On  the  following  page  is  a  portion  of  the  budget  for  the  fiscal  year 
1939.     Other  issues  of  the  Digest  for  the  remainder  of  this  week  will 
contain  the  remaining  portions.  ... 


Vol.  LX7III,  1^0.  7  .  -2-  Januaiy  11,  1938 

DEPARTIviEi-IT  OF  AC-RICUL'TUHE 
BudrvCt  Estimates  for  Fiscal  Year  1939  Compared  with  Appropriations 

for  1938  (as  of  December  31,  1937) 


Eureau  and  item 


Appropriat  ion, 
1938 


budget  est  iraate  ,  1939  ,  compared 


Total  estimate, 
1939  


Increase  {+) 
or  tiecrfiP.se  ( -) 


Ordinary  Activities: 

Office  of  the  Secretary  ...... 

Office  of  the  ^'^olicitor  

Office  of  Information  .  .   

Library   

Office  of  Sxperim.ent  Stations  .   .  . 

Special  He search  lund   

Extension  Service  .  ,   

Weather  Sure  an  

Bureau  of  Animal  Industry: 

Eradicating  tuberculosis  and  Bang' 
disease; 

Regular  appropriation  .... 
Special  appropria.tion  ( reappr Or 

priation)   ,  ,  

All  other  work  of  Bureau    .   .  . 


(1) $810,265 
(3)  219,240 
(4)1,474,770 
105,420 
231,046 
1,200,000 
901,754 
4,703,049 


$870, 825 
219 , 240 

1,474,770 
105,420 

-  228,980 

1,200,000 
935,416 

5,220,000 


(2)  +  $60,560 


-  2,06 


-r  33,662 
-f  516,951 


1,603,000 

(5)15,864,000 
(6)8,775,098 


1,603,000 

(5)  6,600,000 

(6)  8, 740,923 


9,264,000 
-  34,175 


Total,  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry- 
Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  .... 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  .... 

E'orest  Service  

Bureau  of  Ghomistry  and  Soils  .  . 
Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Qp.a 

ant  ine  

Bureau  of  Biological  Survey  .   .  . 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Engineering 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Bureau  of  Plome  Economics  .... 
Commodity  Exchange  Administration 
Pood  and  Iirug  Administration.   .  . 
Soil  Conservation  Service  .... 
Beltsville  Research  Center  .     .  . 

Total,  Ordinary  Activities  .  . 


25,242,098 


16,943,923 


-  9,298,175 


703,594 
4,809,04S 
7)14,087,196 
1,425,431 

5,711,398 
2,002,840 
450,769 
6,212,698 
245 , 085 
500,000 
2,227,758 
(8)23,9  65,645 
 75 . 000 


723,615 
4,621,675 
14,195,400 
1,430,000 

5,503,357 
2,000,340 
455, OOC 
6,558,683 
243,085 
600,000 
2,327,758 
23 , 525 , 000 
85,000 


+  19,921 
-187,373 

+  108.204 
+  4,559 

-  208,031 

-  2,500 

-  5,769 
+  155,985 

-  2,000 
+  100,000 
+  100,000 

•    440 ,  645 
+  10,000 


98,314,204 


89,277,497 


,036,707 


(1)  Incluaes  .^10,000  re  appropriated  "by  1938  Agricul't-aral  Appropriation  Act  for 
movir.g  into  South  Building;   also  $193,315  transferred  from  Soil  Conservation  Scr\-- 
na  51d,000  transferred  from  Porest  Service,   (2)  Actual  decrease  of  SI, 940  in 
ng  funa  for  Office  of  Secretary  (including  increase  of  $8,060  in  working  fund 
of I  set  by  S10,000  reduction  for  moving  expenses);  and  increase  of  $52,500  by  trans- 
fers from  other  bureaus  for  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination.   (3)  Includes  ^4,400 
transierred  from  Forest  Service  and  $10,680  transferred  from  Soil  Conservation 
bervice.   (4)  Includes  o220,540  transferred  from  Soil  Conservation  Service.   (5)  Re- 
appropriated  n-^^  ■i-^':^  i  oriQ   \   ...^  .^.^   ^_ 

^.  xii'^a.u.io.ct;  .:pu,wvju  reap  jro"oria"Gea  oy  une  i^oo  Agricui'uurai  Ap_ 

of 


ice 

vrorki  ng  fund 


-     V.        -  ^r.'^y  ,VQ-^  1938  Agricultural  Appropriation  Act  and  estimated  reaTO-oropria 
tion  ^or  l':^39.   (o)   Includes  $5,000  reap-Dro^oriated  by  the  1938  Agricul tural" Ap-oro- 
pri-ation  Act  for  control  of  &aropean  fowl  Dest  and  estimated  reaporo-oriation  of 
sajne.ajnount  for  1939.  (7)  Excludes  $15,  000^  transferred^  to  Of f  ice*  91  Vne  Secretary, 

transfer 


.or, 
for 


rr.  included  in  Ceneral  Public  Works  Program  and  $500,000  transferred 

flood-control  surveys.   (10)  includes  3100,000,000  for 
puDi.c  highways  mcluaea  in  General  Public  Works  Pros-ram  and  $500,000  transferred 
frorr.  War  Department  for  flood-control  survevs. 
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Congress,  The  Senate  continued  delDate  on  the  ant i lynching 

Jan.  8  "bill  (H.R.  1507)   (pp.  277-291).     The  Senate  received 

froiTx  the  Secretary:  of  Agriculture  a  report  entitled 
"Inadequacy  of  State  Llot or- Vehicle  Accide-it  Heporting",  which  is  an- 
other one  of  the  series  of  reports  on  tre f fie  cciditions  to  "be  printed 
as  S.Dec.  452;  referred  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Eoads  (p. 275), 
1/Ir .  O'Mahoney  addressed  the  Senate  regarding  the  proposed  trade  agree- 
ment with  Great  Britain  and  opposed  the  inclusion  of  wool  or  wool  prod- 
ucts in  the  list  of  items  on  which  concessions  are  to  be  made.  Corres^ 
pondence  between  the  Senator  and  the  State  Department  on  this  subject 
was  printed  in  the  Record  (pp.  291-509).    The  Senate  recessed  until 
Monday.    The  House  was  not  in  session.      Item  of  particular  interest 
in  the  appendix:  address  hy  Charles  H.  March  (member  of  the  Federal 
Trade  Comnission)  at  Boston  on  June  22,  1937,   "Monopoly  and  the  Retail 
G-rocQry  Trade"  (inserted  by  Senator  Borah)   (pp.  311-314).  (prepared 
by  Cffice  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Botanical  The  University  of  California  announced  recently 

Expedition         that* it  will  send  an" expedition  to  little  explored 

areas  of  trans-Andean  South  America  within  a  few  months 
to  bring  back  plants  and  flowers  to  instill  new  life  and  vigor  into 
some  of  America's  indispensable  crops,  such  as  corn,  potatoes  and  to- 
bacco.    Di*.  T.  E.  G-oodspeed,  director  of  the  -university's  botanical 
gardens,  v;ho  will  head  the  expedition,  stressed    the  desirability  of 
restoring  a  measijre  of  original  ruggedness  to  United  States  domestic 
plants.    The  expedition  will  be  the  first  in  history  to  operate  on  a 
high  speed  basis.     By  air  express  strange  "unimproved"  seeds,  cuttings, 
bulbs  and  whole  plants  will  be  brought  from  the  wilderness.     It  is  plan- 
ned to  maintain  a  continuous  flov/  of  the  flora  to  this  coujitry.  One 
section  of  the  four  included  in  the  expedition  v/ill  go  to  ths  Tierra 
Del  Fuego  area,  for  progenitors  of  the  tobacco  plant,    i-nother  section 
will  gather  ornamental  and  eucalyptus  trees  in  Uruguay  and  Paraguay. 
Terrestial  orchids  will  be  brought  from  canyons  of  Ecuador  and  Peru. 
(Raleigh  News  and  Observer,  Jan-aary  3.) 

World  Peace  '  The  leading  article  in  the  New  York  Times  Magazine 

and  Trade  (January  9)  is  "To  V/orld  Peace— Through  World  Trade" 

by  Francis  B.  Sayrs,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  and 
Chairm-an,  Executive  Committee  on  Comimercial  Policy.  / 

Melon  liesists  Resistant  to  pov;dery  mildew  is  a  new  cantaloupe 

Mildew  variety  developed  by  Dr.  Ivan  C.  Jagger  of  the  U.S.D.A. 

.  in  cooperation  v/ith  the  California  Experiment  Station. 
Known  as  Ivlildew  Resistant  Cantaloupe  No.  45,  this  variety  was  heavily 
planted  in  1937  in  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California  where  powdery 
mildew  has  long  been  a  major  pest.    This  new  'loupe  is  similar  to  Hale^s 
r%sst  in  taste  and  shipping  quality,  maturesa  little  later.     (Farm  Journal, 
January.) 
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1937  Plant  The  greatest  nijjn"ber  of  patents  in  its  history  was 

Patents  granted  "by  the  United  States  Patent  office  in  1937  for 

new  vaileties  of  fruit s,  .  flowers-,  trees  and  plants,  it 
recently''  v/as  revealed.     Pifty-five  pa^tcnt^ — six  r.orc  than  in  1936 
with  its  total  of  forty-nine — were  av/arde  I  to  plant  inventors.  The 
year  1937  saw  the  champion  of  plant- invcn': ors,  Ralph' H.  McKoc  of  ITcw 
York  City,  v/ho  obtained  thirteen  patents,  all  relating  to  new  varie-  ■ 
tics  of  poplar  trees.    All  in  all,   since  the  passage  of  the  act  hy 
Congrcs's  in  1930  which  authorized  the  granting  of  plant  patents,  the 
United  States  Patent  Office  has  granted  267  patents  on  new  kinds  of 
plants.    To  come  under  the  prbtectioii  of  the  patent  lav^r  the  plant  must 
he  reproduced  ascxually.    The  latest  Surbarik:  patent,  granted  this  week 
is  for  a  climbing  rose.    The  fee  for  filing  -an  application  for  a  plant 
patent  is  the  same  as  for  other  patents — $30.    Another  ^0  is  payable 
when  the  patent  is  granted,    Wliile  the  number  of  patents  for  plants 
granted  in  1937  i: '/:.'* eased, the  number  of  new  applications  dropped  to 
44  from  66  filed  in  1936.     (Nev/  York  Times,  January  9.) 

Oascara  One  himdred  dollars  per  acre  is  the  approximate 

Bark  net  expected  by  Pacific  Goac>ters  who  plant  their  logged- 

off  lands  to  cascara  trees  ''..nd  then  skin  the  trees  of 
bark.    An  8  or  10  year  old  cascara  v;ill  yield  a  po'und  of  what  Span- 
iards once  called  "holy  bark".     Older  trees  yield  more.    The  western 
slopes  of  Oregon  and  Ylfashington  coast  range  mountains  have  always  had 
a  nat'oral  monopoly  on  cascaras;  last  year  Washington  alone  stripped 
4,0005000    pounds  of  bark' (with  a  price  range  from  six  to  eight  cents 
a  pund)  and  shipped  it  off  to  be  made  into  sjorup  and  sent  all  over 
the  world.    Since  bark  stripping  has  a  depressing  effect  on  any  tree, 
a  program  of  cascara  conservation  and  cf'^tivat  i  Dn  has  recently  been 
started  by  Prof.  P.  J.  (roodrich  of  the  University  of  Washington.  On 
an  experiment  tract  ho  grov/s  600  trees  to  oji  acre.     (Country  PI ome, 
January. )  .  ,  ■ 

Synthetic  Prof.  Edward  Charles  Cyril.  Baly,  of  the  ..epartment 

Sugar  of  Inorganic  Chemistry,  University  of  Liverpool,  told 

"a  distinguished  gathering  of  scientists  from  G-reat  Brit 
ain  and  India  at" Calcutta,  India,   recently  that  he  had  succeeded  after 
more  than  20  years  of  research  in  duplicating  nature's  fundamental 
process  whereby  plants  are  able  to  utilize  sunlight  in  making  sugars 
and  starches  out  of  water  vapour  and  carbon  dioxide  in  the  air.  He 
spoko  before  the  Indian  Science  Congress.    Professor  Baly' s  claim,  if 
substantiated,  would  thus  present  one  of  the  most  revolutionary  dis- 
coveries of  all  time,  as  it  v/ould  mean  that  man  at  last  could  create 
synthetically — with  much  less  labor  than  it  now  takes  to  fill  the  soil 
one  of  the  most  important  foodstuffs  of  man  and  animal.  Professor 
Baly  reported  that  he  had  succeeded  in  finding  a  substitute  for  chloro 
phyll  that  accomplished  the  task  similar  to  that  of  harnessing  the  en- 
ergy of  the  sun.    This  artificial  sun  harnessor  is  pure  nickel  oxide. 
(New  York  Times.) 
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RUSAL  RELISF  "Secretary  V/allace  told  the  Senate  Committee 'on  IH-;  '  ' 

K^EEDED  ■    employment  yesterday  that  degpite  "bumper  crops  ,a  na-tioh-  ' 

■  ■  '     v/ide  growth  in  rural  relief  needs  had  ,heen,  caused. ."by .  the 

recent  slump  in  farm  prices,"  says  Louis  Stark/i]|i- the  .New  York  .Times •■ 
'We  are  faced  with  an  urgent  necessity  for:  expanding,  rural  relief,'  .-Mr. 
Y/allace  declared.     'The  demand  for  Federal  aid  is  teing  augmented  daily  " 
"by  a"  variety  of  factors,  notahly  an  impending,  drought  in  certain  area^,^. 
sagging  farm  prices,  the  rapid  mechanization  of  agriculture,  and  the.  .. 
industrial  recession.'     It  was  impossihle .  t  p  foresee  the  speed  with  v/hich" 
the  demands  for  aid  would  grov;  in  the  next  few,  months,  -the.  Secretary  .' .' 
remarked,  "but  'distress  is  already  widespread  throughout  hroad  sectors 
of  American  agriculture,  it  is  growing  rapidly ,.  and  neither  local  nor 
Federal  ag'encies  have  the  means,  to  cope  with  it'..."  '  ' 

FAi^M  SILL  F^irm  hill  conferees' tbok  Secretary  Wallace '  s  advice 

/iG-REEiylSNT  yesterday  and  ag-reed  on  a  "middle-of-the-road"  wheat 

program.     Senator  Pope,  co-author  w-ith  Senator  : McG-i  11  ,. 'of  the. 
Senate  hill,  said  the  Joint  Congressional  Committee  charged  with  adjust-. -1 
ing  differences  between  Senate  and  House' drafts  would  adopt  the  same 
policy  for  corn.     Under  the'  conference  agreement,  wheat  -supplies  would 
be  kept  equal  at  all  times  to  the  average  annual  domestic  consumption  ■ 
and  exports  for  the  last  ten  years,  plus  a  reserve  of  15  percent  of  this 
total.     Marketing  quotas  would  not  become  effective  until  supplies  reached 
35  percent  above  average  exports  plus  domestic  consumption,  or -about 
940,000,000  bushels.     (Associated  press. )  . 

ITALIAN  TRADE  The  United  States'  refusal  to  recognize  King  Victor 

TALK  SUSPENDED    Emmanuel  of  Italy  as  Emperor  of  Ethiopia  has  resulted  in 

suspension  of  the  I talo- American  negotiations  for  a  com- 
mercial treaty.     Informed  sources  said  that  Mussolini  required  the  new 
treaty  to  be  made  in  the  name  of  Victor  Emmanuel -as  King  of  Italy  and  Em- 
peror of  Ethiopia,  and  that  Secretary  Hull  refused.     (Associated  Press.) 


PRESIDENT'S  The  House  voted  power  to  the  President  ye sterday.- 'to 

VETO  PO^AER  reduce  or  eliminate  in  the  interest  of  economy  any  ap-  - 

propriation  item  in  a  bill'passed  by  Congress  without  ■ 
vetoing  the  whole  bill.     This  general  action  was  taken  in  an  amendment 
to  the  Independent  Offices  Appropriation  Bill,     (New  York  Times.) 
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Bureau  end.  item 


:  Appropriation 
;  1938 


Specia.1  Items:  ; 
Cooperative  farm  forestry  (Act  of  May 
18,  1937): 

Extension  Service 
forest  , Service  .  .  v  . 

I ncipie.nt  ^,nd  emergency  oufbreeks  of; 

plant  pests  (Act  of  April  6,  1937);, 
Acquisition  of  lands  for  national  ; 
forests  •   •   •   •  •   •   •   •   •   •  •  «  '•  I 

Migratory  bird  Conservation  fund  .  .  ; 
Private  forestry  cooperation  .  .  ,  \ 
Sugar  laboratory,  Houma,  Lf?;.'  '■.  .  .  ; 
Flood  control  surveys  (transfer  from; 
Vifar  Department)   .   .   .  / 


Total,   Special  Items 


lipts  and  Contributed  Funds :    ■  .  ; 
Forest  Service:  •  •. 

Acquisition  of  lands  in  Uinta  and  • 
Vfesatch  National  Forests.  ,   .  ,  : 
Payments  to  States- and  Tarri tor ies-' 
payments  to  school  funds,, -.Arizona  I 
and  New  Mexico,..r:*,::.*      :.;;>,  .   •  •:■ 
Roads  and  trails  for  States  .  .   »  i 
Cooperative  work  (contributed  fundis 
Bureau  of  Biological  Survey:  ,  ; 

Payments  to  counties  under  Migra-  ; 
tory.Bird  Conservation  Act*  ,.  .  • 

Total,  Receipts  and  Contributed  '• 
Funds.       ,       *••.•«.:>.'•  «   .  ' 

Pa:7ments  to  States  (exclusive  of  road  ; 
funds  and  receipt  funds) ;  ; 
Agricultural  experiment  stations  .  ; 
Agricultural  extension  work  ,  .  ,  ■ 
Cooperative  fore st-f ire  prevent ion^ 
Cooperative  distribution  of  forest: 

planting  stock  ;' 

Federal-aid  to  States  in  wildlife  1 
restoration  projects    ; 


Budget  estimate,  1939,  compan 

with  appropriations,  1938 
Total  estimate,;   Increase  (+) 
1939  ;  or  decrease  (• 


: $100, 000  : 
1,200,000  ; 

$100,000 
+ 1,200,000 

■$1,000,  900  ■ 

2,000,000  • 

.  +  1,000,000 

3,000,000'  , 

■  ■    600, 000 ; 

100,000; 

1,000,000  I 

.    600,000  ; 
.  200, 000..;; 

■,  ■--  2,000,000 
.   .+  ,200,000 

.:  -  100,000 

500,000;  -. 

■     .  500,000  l 

-  - 

5,200,000: 

.5,600.000  ■ 

400. OOC 

50,000." 
.  1,200,000  . 

50,000  : 
1,275,000  i 

:  4-75,000 

30,000: 
400,000: 
)  1,UUL),(JU(J; 

.  30,000  , 
510,000 
1 , uuu , uuu  ^ 

,;  .,+110,000 

7,900:: 

7,900.' 

2,687,900: 

2,872,900  ' 

+  '  185, OOC 

t 

6,232,500' 
17,490,083: 

..  '1,  655,007; 

6,250,000  ; 
17,935,583  : 
1,655,007  ; 

.  +  17,500 
+  445,500 

70, 579, • 

100,000  ; 

+  29,421 

1,000,000  ; 

+  1,000,000 

25,448,169  " 

26,940,590  '. 

-f  1,492,421 
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Congress,  The  Senate  continued  de"bate  on  tlie  ant i lynching 

Jan.  10  "bill  (H.R.  1507)   (pp.  319-341). 

Both  Houses  received  a  message  from  the  President  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  operations  under  the  gmergency  Helief  Appropriation 
Act s  of  1935,  1936  and  1937,  including  detailed  statements  of  expen- 
ditures nnde,  obligations  incurred,  etc.;  referred  Senate  Conmittee 
on  Appropriations  and  Ho^asc  Cominiotee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Execu- 
tive Dopartmon-ts  (jjp.  517  and  351). 

The  House  continued  debate  on  the  Independent  Offices  Appropria- 
tion Bill  for  1939  (H.R.  8837)  and  began  reading  the  bill  for  amendment 
(pp.  351-369).     IXiring  debate  on  the  bill  !,ir.  Wigglesworth  criticized 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  not  having  itc  expenditures  under 
the  Agricultural  Ad,iustmont  Act  audited  by  the  General  Accounting  Of- 
fice (pp.  558-359).    He  also  explained  that  the  subcommittee  in  charge 
of  the  bill  has  recommended  the  reduction  of  about  $300,000  for  fer- 
t ili zer  and  soil  conservation  (under  Tennessee  Valley  Authority)  be- 
cause of  a  feeling  that  some  of  this  work  is  duplicated  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  (p.  362).    Mr.  Taber  criticized  the  Cent ral  Sta- 
tist i  cal  Board  and  tlureatcned  to  move  to  strike  out  the  Board's  entire 
appropriation  next  year  (p.  365).     Ivir.  Johnson  of  Oklahoma  offered  an 
amendment  to  reduce  the  Civilian  Conservation  Crops  appropriation  by 
$80,000,000  rather  than  by  $124,000,000  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  but 
this  amendment  was  rejected  (pp.  366-369) • 

The  House  received  the  annual  reports  for  1937  of  the  Social  Secur*- 

ity  Board  (H.Doc.  474)  and  the    Public  Health /(.H .Dp c .  371). 

/ Service 

Item  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix  :  address  by  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  at  the  Jacl^;son  Day  Dinner  January  5  (inserted  by  Sena- 
tor Barkley)  (pp.  572-373),        (Prepared  by  the  Office  of  Budget  and 
Finance) . 

Civil  Service  The  Civil  Service-  Commission  announces  the  follow^ 

Examinations      ing  examinations:  imassembled,   senior  industrial  class- 
ification analyst  ,  $4,600,  industrial  classification 
analyst,  $3,300,  associate  .industrial  classification  analyst,  $3,200, 
Social  Secr.rity  Board;  unassembled,  associate  wool  t eclinologist ,  $3,200, 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics;  assembled,  assistant  industrial  classi- 
fication analyst,  $2,600,  Social  Security  Board;  assembled,   junior  gradu- 
ate nurse,  $1,620,  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  and  Veterans' s  Adminis- 
tration.     Applications  must  be  on  file  by  (a)  February  7,  if  received 
from  states  other  than  those  in  (b) ;  (b)  February  10,  if  received  from 
the  following  states:  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana, 
Hevada,  New  Mexico,   Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyoming. 
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Activated  ^  Bettsr  stainless  steels,  candy,  dr-Qgs,  leather, 

Alwnina  payjer ,  •  ^ia^ss  and  varniSiies  a.re  result  in,-,  from  a  new 

water  aDsor'oent  nov/  "bsing  used  d;}"  the  industry.  The 
nev/  absorbent  is  activiatod  alumina,  a  gran'olar,  ?;hitc  inert  solid 
which  can  be  completely  rejuvenated  with  ease  for  fuxthcr  usg  merely 
by  heating.    Fnile  small  scale  units  for  the  home  have  not  yet  been 
made  available  it  is  possible  that  the  lead  of  industry  may  be  fol- 
lowed by  home  use  Y^ith  increased  summer  comfort.    Activiatod  aliimina 
was  described  by  H.  3.  Derr  of  the  Aliomin-om  Company  of  Aricrican  be- 
fore the  Pouxth  AnnuaJ  Chemhcal  Engineering  S;>'mposium  of  the  American 
Society.    The  drying  absorbent  is  used  by  industry  v/herc  almost  com- 
plete rem.oval  of  moistui^'o  is  vital,  or  -a  constant  moisture  content  is 
required,  said  Ur.  Dorr. 

Seek  Enemy  A  copyright  story  from  Honolulu,  by  Science  Ser- 

of  Cane  Borer    vice,  reports  that  a  party  from.  Eawaii  is  in  ITew  G-uinea 

seeking  an  insect  v/hich  is  the  enemy  of  the  sugar  cane 
borer.     A  scientific  exploring  party  sent  out  by  the  Hawo.iian  Sugar 
Plaiiters  Association,  under  the  leadership  of  Cyril  S.  Fembcrton,  to  . 
seek  new  t.}"pes  of  wild  cane,  accidentally  discovered  the  tioyj  insect 
all--  of  sugar  cane.     Elaborate  preparations  are  being  made  for  the  in- 
sect's importation.  ■  Vifith  acclimi.tizing  stations  established  possibly 
in  Sam.oa,  Eiji  'ind  ITew  Caledonia,     the  a. t tempt  will  be  made  to  trans- 
plant it  to  Hawaii.     This  enemy  of  the  s^agar  cane  borer  has  no  name. 
(Science  Service,  Jan.  10-16,) 

G-rain  Receipts  Grain  receipts  in  Chicago  la.st  year  totaled 

at  8- Year  Peali    '145, -382,000  bushels,  the  largest  since  1929,  L^Tnan 

C.  West,  Board  of  Trade  Statisti cia.n,  reported  re- 
cently.   Receipts  in  1936  were  129,000,000  bushels.    Y/est  attributed 
the  larger  volume  to  the  big  yield  of  winter  wheat  although  increased 
production  of  corn  and  other  grains  contributed  to  the  bigger  business, 
(A.P.) 

Food  Storage  Business  Week  (janum-y  8)   saj's:  "Eastward  flows 

Lockers  activity  in  refrigerated  food  storage  lockers  (3.W. 

Dec.  4,  1S37)  .    'At  Gallatin,  S-amuier  County,  Tennessee, 
200  farm  families  took  a  da.y  oif  recently  to  dedicate' the  state '  s  first 
locker  storage  plant.    And  E.  C.  Lloyd  of  Armstrong  Cork  Products  Com- 
pany,  one  of  the  pioneers  in  insulation  for  refrigeration,  writes  that 
hunters  in  and  around"  Lanca.stor  Couhty,  Pennsylvania,  are  using  the 
couiity' s  tv/o  storage  plants  (total  capacity,  1,100  lockers)   to  preserve 
this  season's  game  for  out-of-soason  enjoyment." 

Soap  from  Coffee  A  Berlin  v/ireless'to  the  iTev/  York  Times  says  soa.p  f ^c^m 

coffee  grounds  is  the  latest  achievement  of  G-crmian  sci- 
eiice  and  Ersatz  economy  ^Jnder  the  four-year  pla.n. 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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ill'IPLOYIvrSriT  "Railroad  maiiagernent  and  la"bor.  am  it  ed  yesterday . 

AIJD  RAILROALS    "before  the  Senate  Unemployment  Commit te-e  in  favoring 

an  Increase  in  freight  and.  passenger  rates  to  remedy 
unemployment,"  reports  Louis  Stark  in  the  New. York  Times.     "J.  J. 
Pelle^'",  president  of  the 'iissociation  of  American  Railroads,  said  that 
if  traffic  and  revenues  returned  to  more  normal  levels  the  carriers' 
annual  equirjment  jjrogram  could  easily  contemplate.  2,000  new  locomotives 
and  100,000  freight  cars  against  500  nev/  locomotives  and  75,000  new 
cars  last  ytar.     Speaking  only  for  his  organization  and  not  for  the 
Association  of  Railway  Labor  Executives,  with  which  he  is  not  on  friend^ 
ly  terms,  Alfred  T.  V*hitney,.  president  of  the'  Brotherhood  of  Railroad 
Trainmen,  proposed  a  five-point  program  which  included  the  extension  of 
Federal  regulation-  to  domestic  and  water  transp-ortion.     Other  points 
were  rate  increases,  the  withholding  of  mail  contracts  from  motor  trucks, 
revision  of  the  undistributed  profits  tax  and  amendment  of  the  Retire- 
ment Act  to  provide  for  compulsory  retirement  at  70  years  of  age,  and 
optional  retirement  c?vt  65,  instead  of  the  present  all-optional  arrange- 
ment,..," 

TO  CONFER  Following  up  the  meeting  with  five  industrialists 

ON  BUSINESS        day  before  yesterday.  President  Roosevelt  has  invited 

forty-six  other  business  leaders  to  confer  v;ith  him  on 
January  19.    The  meeting  was  heralded  in  some  quarters  as  another  pre- 
liminary step  toward  tne  drafting  of  some  sort  of  post-NRA  device  by 
which  business  men  would  be  enabled  to  confer  on  policies,  in  advance, 
with  responsible  government  officials,  and  work  out  a  self-policing 
system  without  the  extreme  punitive  features  of  the  old  National 
Industrial  Recovery  Act.     Donald  R.  Richberg,  former  NRA  Administ rator^ 
was  present  at  the  conference.     (New  York  Times.) 

COFFEE  II^ORT  The  Port  of  New  York  Authority  joined  yesterday 

STORAGE  with  a  group  of  ship  lines  and  coffee  importers  in  re- 

questing the  Federal  Maritime  Commission  to  continue  the 
practice  of  permitting  eighteen-day  free  storage  of  coffee  imports  on 
piers  in  the  port  of  New  York.     The  commission  recently  issued  an  order 
limiting  free  time  on  all  imports  to  ten  days,  but  permitted  free 
storage  of  coffee  twenty  days  or  more  at  New  Orleans  and  fifteen  days 
or  more  at  Houston.     The  New  York  group  informed  the  commission  yester- 
day that  these  conditions  constituted  discrimination  against  New  York. 
(New  York  Times.)  . 
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Bureau  azid  item 


:  Budget  estimate,  1935i  com- 


'■        195s          Total  estimate, 

;             :  1939 

■Increase  ( +) 
•or  decrease 

'  1 
'  t 

'  t 

J  1 

■'    $10.,  000, 000  • 

.$15,000,000 

;-4$5,ooo,ooo 

2,000,000 

1  +  2,000,000 

4 

^ .  .ro;ooo,ooo  ; 

10.000.000 

.   '  ! 
(                ■     '    -                                      ■      •  < 

/    20,000,000  ; 

27,000,000 

;  +  7 , 000 , 000 

;  151,650,273  i 

151,690,937 

+Uo,7lU 

:.-.34o,ooo.ooo  : 

t  ' 

330,000,000 

;  -10,000,000 

92,973,552 

:  -92,972,552 

17,02l,It-US  i 

:  -17,021, uus 

'    50,000,000  ; 

-  - 

—50,000,000  ] 

;  1 

;           _  .J 

•  110,000,000 

;+110,000,000 

;  9UtJ,U'jO,000 

440 , 000 , 000 

-  60,000,000  J 

;   125,097, 21U  : 

1^7,000,,  000 

|3S,92U,23U 

:    -17,021, 11I4S  ;i 
2^0,000  ^- 

Us. 000, 000 

1 

■■•^^7,750,000  . 

1 

1  608,325,766  ; 

635,000,000 

; +26, 674,231+ 

Banldiead- Jones  ?arm  Tenant  Act : 
J'arm  Security  Administration;' , 

Tarm  tenancj^  (loans)  (Title  1).  ,  . 
Liquidation  and  management  of  reset- 
tlement projects  (Title  IV)  .. 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics: 
Land  utilisation  and  retirement  of  .., 
submarginal  land  (Title  III )..  .  ,' 

Total,  Bankhead-Jones  ?ann  Tenant 
Act.  ',■  .   .  .  . 

Tota.r,"  all  foregoing  item's  .       .■  . 


Agricultural  Ad.justraent  Adinini  strati  on : 
Conservation  and  use  of  agricultural 
land  resources: 

Direct  appropriation   .  . 

Heappropriation  -  1937  f^^mds'  made 
availa"ble  Section  32,  Act  of 
August  2U,  1935  

Transfer  from  193 S  fiinds  under 
Section  32,  Act  of  Aug.  2U,1935 

Heappropriation  from  unexpended 
"balance  of  f-onds  provided  oy 
Section  12a,  Act  of  Hay  12,^1933 

heappropriation  from  ijnolDligated 
"balances  of  funds  provided  "by 
Ssction  12a,  Act  of  May  12,  I933 
and  "Payments  for  agricultural  . 
adjustment"   (193 6)  

Total,  Conservation  and  use  of 
agricultural  land  resources.   .  • 

Exportation  and  domestic  consumption 
of  agricultural  commodities  (Section 
32,  Act  of  Aug.  2U,  1935)  ..... 
Transferred  to  "Conservation  and 
use  of  agricultural  land  re~ 
sources"  •   .   ••   .   •   .   .  «  , 
Sugar  Act  of  1937  (Sept.  1,  i937)   *  . 

Total,  Agricultural  Adjustment 
Administration  ......... 
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Canners  Business  Week  reports  in  the  January  8  issue:  "In 

Pix  Prices         an  attempt  to  keep  prices  up,  35  of  the  principal  'inde- 
pendent' canners  01  California,   representing  nearly  50 
percent  of  the  state's  totaj  fruit  and  vefetaole  pack,  are  now  operat- 
ing under  a  set-up  sponsored  ^'j  their  new  organization,  the  Canners  In- 
dustry Board.    The  plan... runs  until  the  end  of  1940  and  includes 
Joint  selling  and  a  market  reporting  service.     Fnile  the  program  cov- 
ers all  products  packed  "by  the  canners,  initial  efforts  will  be  to  dis- 
pose of  the  1937  cling  peach  pack  and  the  1936  carryover,  "both  unusu- 
ally largo.    The  "board  will  function  to  develop  markets  and  to  "bring 
buyer  and  seller  tegother .. .Spokesmen  for  the  Canners  Industry  Board 
insist  that  they  are  not  creating  a  monopoly,  because,  they  say,  less 
than  half  the  total  frmt  and  vegetable  pack  of  California  is  involved. 

Nationaj    •  "An  Old-Timer  Looks  at  the  National  I'orests"  is  the  . 

Forests  title  of  a  one- page  editorial  in  the  February  Field  8a  Pin- 

Stream,  by  G-ifford  Pinchot .    An  editorial  note  says:  "Gifford 
chot:  was  this  country's  first  Forester.    ITaturally  he  has  alv/ays  been 
interested  in  the  Forest  Service  and  the  forests.    I;Ir.  Pinchot  objected 
to  a  recent  uditorial  in  Field  d  Stream  v/hich  criticized  the  G-ovcrnmont '  s 
grazing  and  road- building  policy,  and  wc  have  given  him  the( editorial) 
page  in  v/hich  to  state  his  case." 

Senate,    '  The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  ant i lynching 

Jan.  11  bill  (H.R.  1507)   (ipp .  454-467). 

House,  The  House  -oassed  the  Independent  Offices  Appropria- 

Jan.  11  tion  Bill  for  1959  (K.R.  8837)"  (pp.  422-450).     It  agreed 

to  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Woodrm  which  authorizes  the 
President  to  eliminate  or  reduce  items  in  appropriat ion  bills  passed 
by  CongTess  by  executive  order,  provided  such  order  is  submitted  to 
Congress  at  least  60  days  before  bocom.ing  effective  (pp.  447-448).  An 
amendment  by  Ivlr.  Ranl^iin  increasing  the  item  for  r'jjral  electrification 
loans  from  $30,000,000  to  ^^40,000,000  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  53  to 
64  (pp.  433-454).    An  amendment  by  Mr.  Starncs,  providing  $150,000,000 
for  chemical  engineering  research  and  experimentation,  soil  and  fer- 
tilizer investigations,  research  and  development  of  farm  equipment, 
and  roforoetation  and  erosion  control  (under  the  appropriation  for  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority)  was  agreed  to  (pp.  43b-443) .    An  amendment 
by  I.ir,  Trcadway,  reducing  the  appropriation  for  the  Tariff  Commission 
by  $25,000  (now  being  spent  in  investigations  and  other  f-anctions  re- 
lating to  trade  agreements)  was  rejected  (pp.  455-438). 

Items  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  addi'css  by  Secretary 
Wallace  at  Jackson  Dav  Dinner  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa  (inserted  by  Senator 
Herring:  (pp.  481-484);  excerpt  from  Comptroller  t3«neral'  annual  report, 
charging  Treasury  Department  with  lack  of  cooperation  in  providing 
proper  accounting;  system  for  the  G-overnment ,  and  reply  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasm^y  to  this  charge  (pp.  420  and  491-495)  (inserted  by 
Mr.  Cochran).     (Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 
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Rural  Elec-  "Tlie  pas.-t  year  has  been  one  of -.re cord- "breaking  acMeve-  - 

trificafion         ment  in  bringin-^  electricity-  to  -'t he  American  farmer, 
in  1937  says  R-ural  Sleet  riii  cat  ion  I-;e7.-s  (January)  .     "All  rec- 

ords of  the -.best  previous  years  have "been  eclipsed 
and  the  year  end  found  about  18  percent  of  ovx  eo-antry';s  farms  taking  . 
electricity  from  high  lines.     Over  225,000  rural  .families  receiv.ed:"  '  .     '  . 
electric  service  for  the  first  time  and  more  than  150,000  of  the -new 
customers  were  farm  families.    This  .indicates  a  50  percent  gain  over ^ 
the  number  of  fanis  electrified  in  1936,    These  year-end  estimates 
are  made -on  the  basis  of  iDecomibcr-    reports  from  RSA- financed  lines  . 
and  industry  estimates  of  private  utility  construction. .  .A  good  m.easure  , 
of  the  :  acceleration  of  the .  REA  program  is  furnished  by  the  vol^Jme  of. 
new  .r^dral  lines  going  into  construction.     In  the  19  1/2 ..-months  ending- 
December  31,  1936,  11,200  miles  v/ero  started.     Jor  the  first  half  of 
1937  the  figure  for  mileage'  started  in  tliat  period  v/as  16,000  and  for 
-the  last  half  of  the  year  it  - appro-ximated  33,-000 . .  •During'-'1937  consider^-  ■ 
able  headway  was  m:adc  in -lowering  the  co'st  to  rural  elect  ric  distribu- 
tion projects  of  wholesale  -energy,    .In  many  instances  an  increasing  .'■ 
realization  on  the  roart  of  producers  .of  the  magnituie  : of.  this  new  rural 
market  cont ribut  ed  t  o  their  willingnSs°s#®t&%«Mi^f  'riS^s  \9i€fi^#f 5- ^^^^'^ 
gressive  public  utility  commissioners,,.."  .  .  -L         -  . 

County  Agents'  "Every  now  and  then  a  report  from  some  county 

Reports  agri  cult -oral  agent  falls  into  our  •hands  which  indi- , 

cates  a  good  .county  agricultural  program,"  says  Hoard's 
Dairyman  (January  10).     "We  b  ..ve  never  been  particularly  favorable  to 
a  cut-and- dried  program,  for    very  often.it  m^eajis. -lit tie  to  the  devel-  - 
opment  of  agriculture.     We  do  like,  ...however,  .an  outline  of  a  program 
for  the  p'orpose  of  directing  v/2]iat  needs  to  be  done  to  develop  the  farm- 
ing interests  .in  each  coutity.    The  annual  report  of  the  Waushara 
Coi:inty  agricultural  agent,  E.  A.  Jorgenson,   shows  that  good  work  is 
being  done  in  his  county  in  developing  better  farm  practices  and  bring- 
ing before  the  farmers  of  that  county  opport-^oni ties  for  improvement. 
It  has  a  program  that  fits  the  requirement.s  of  -  Waushara  .Ccunty,. . " 

4r-E  Club  IfThitman  County  4-H  Club  members  will  have  a  trail-  ■ 

Trailer  .  er  scales  for  use  in  their  1958  livestock  projects,  according 

■.  .  „.  Harms,  county  club  agent.    The  scales  will  be  the  first  in 
this  state    Washingt on)  and  will  be  provided  through  the  cooperation 
of  the  Whitman  County  Bankers  Association  and  the  County  Ext ensi on  Ser- 
vice.    The  scales  will  be  built  into  a  trailer.     They  will  mak:e  it  pos- 
sible for  boys  and  girls  to  check  the  rate  of  gain,  figure  the  cost  of 
producing  a  pound  of  gain    and  to  plan  more  accurately  their  feeding 
and  m.arketing  program.     Several  scales  have  been  used  in  Oregon  in  the 
last  three  years  and  have  done  much  to  develop  eommunity  interest  in 
livestock  projects,     (Washington  Farmer,  January  6,):  ■ 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the.  Press  Service,  Office  of  -Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Vi^rws 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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IJiTEI.IPLOYiVISKT  "Charles  P.  Tait  of  Cincinnati,  chairman  Of  the 

RELIEF  PROGHAIvI    National  Citizens  Coimiittee  of  the  Corrirriunity  Mohiliza- 

tion  for  Human  Needs,  testifying  "before  the  Senate  Un- 
employment Committee  yesterday,  said  that* great'  confusion  existed  as  to 
.  the.  wisest  relief  policies  and  he  proposed  that  a  single  unified  program 
.  he  drawn  up  to  he  shared  by  the  Federal,  State  and  local  governments," 
reports  Louis  Stark  in  the  Nev/  Jotk  Times.     "The  Federal  Government,  sug- 
gested Mr.  Taft ,  should  appropriate  to  the  Stat-es-  a  sum  of  money,  accord- 
ing to  a  stipulated  formula,'  in  order  to  'carry  -out  a  general  relief  pro- 
gram,  including  work  relief.     The  Federal  contribution  to  the  States,  he 
said,  should  be  matched  by  the  States,  but  not  necessarily  on  a  50-50 
basis  " 


•  MOHGENTEAU  The  present  ,is  not  the  time  to  imx^ose  additional 

ON  TAXES  taxes.  Secretary  Korgenthau  has  told  members  of  Congress 

in  testimony  made  p"-iblic  yesterday.     This  and  other  views 
of  the  Treas'ury  Departrnent  chief  went  into  the  official  records  with 
publication  of  statements  he  gave  before  a  House  Appropriations  subcom- 
mittee on  December  8  during  private  studies  of  the  Treasury's  appropria- 
tion bill.  (Press.) 


C-REENBSLT  Residents  of  Greenbelt,  Maryland,  have  drafted  a 

MEDICAL  CO--OP.     plan  of  co-operc.t ive  medical  care  in  keeping  with  the 

town's  reputation  as  a  model  co-operative  community, 
says  a  report  in  the  Washington  Post.     To  be  known  as  the  Co-operative 
Health  Association  of  Groen'oelt .,  the  project  contemplates  establishment 
of  a  health  center  with  emergency  and  lying--in  rooms,  X-ray  facilities 
and  a  dispensary,  all  to  be  operated  on  a  cost  basis  with  provision  for 
reduction  of  charges  in  event  the  co-ope.rative  makes  money.     The  first 
step  for  craation  of  the  co-operative  was  ti-ken  by  Greenbelt  Mcjiager 
Roy  Bradan  at  the  request  of  residents.     An    advisory  medical  comniittee 
has  surveyed  probable  needs  and  costs  of  the  undertaking. 


JAPANESE  The  Commerce  Department  said  yesterday  the  Japanese 

COTTON  ORDER       government  has  ordered  its  coDton  manufacturers  to  use 

30  percent  synthetic  fiber  in  their  yarns  to  reduce 
imports  of  raw  cotton.     Officials  said  the  new  order  will  be  effective 
February  1.     (Associated  Press.) 

/•    „  „  _ 
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Bureau  and  item 


-Road  P^-mds  (under  G-ene ral  public  Works 
Estimates,  1939*  ^or  work  administered 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture): 

Federal-aid  highway  system  

Federal-aid  secondary  or  feeder 

roads-  •  .  . 

Elimination  of  grade  crossings.  .•  • 

Public-lands  highways 

Forest  roads  and  trails  ...... 

Total,  Road  Funds  

TOTAL,  DEPARTJiENT  OF  AGHI CULTURE ,  AS 
SEOm  IN  BUDGET  


Deduct  reappropriations  and  transfers 
included  in  the  foregoing: 

Moving  expenses,  South  Building 
(Office  of  the  Secretary)  .... 
•    Eradicating  tuberculosis  and  Bang' s 
disease  (Bureau  of  Animal  Industry) 
Control  of  European  fowl  pest  .   .  • 
Flood  control  surveys.   .   .  •  •     •  . 
Conservation  and  use  of  agricultural 
land  resources  

Total,  reappropriations  and 

transfers  


TOTAL,  DIRECT  APPROPRIATIONS,  DEPARTI.IEITT 
OF  AGRICULTURE  


Appropriation, 

193  S 


Budget  estimate,  1939?  com- 
pared  v/ith  appropriations,  195? 


Total  estimate,:  Increase(+) 
1939  or  decrease^-' 


;  $150,000,000 
:  5,000,000 

;  10,000,000 
■;  2,500,000 
1  12,500,000 

- 

$63,000,000 

10,000,000 
20,000,000 

7,000,000 

-$87,000,000 
+  5,000,000 

+10,000,000 

-  2,500,00c 

-  5,500,000 

;  180,000,000 

100,000,000 

-  80,000,000 

1(9)939,976,039 

(10)886,690,927 

-  53,285,052 

;           -  10,000 

•   -  i5,s6U,oco 

:             -  5,000 
:        -  500,000 

:  -  iii2,97S,552 

-  6,600,000 
-  5,000 
-  500,000 

-  110,000,000 

+  10,000 

+  9,26U,ooo 

+32,972,552 

- 159,357,552 

-  117,105,000- 

+112,252,552 

;  7SO,6lS,US7 

769,585,927 

-  11,032,500 

(9)  Includes  $180,000,000  for  public  highv/ays  included  in  General  Public  Works 
Program  and  $500,000  transferred  from  War  Department  for  flood-control  surveys* 

(10)  Includes  $100,000,000  for  public  highways  included  in  General  Public  Works 
Program  and  $500,000  transferred  from  War  Department  for  flood-control  surveys. 
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Senate,  The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  ant i lynching 

Jan.  12  bill  (H.R.  1507)  (pp.  517-540) . 

Both  Houses  received  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Agric^alture 
concerning  federal-aid  work  administered  "by  the  Bareau  of  Pul^'l i c  Roads 
for  the  fiscal  year  1937;  referred  Senate  Corrj-nittee  on  Post  Di*fices 
and  Post  Roads  and  House  Committee  on  Roads  (pp.  515  and  575) .  Both 
Houses  received  a  letter  from  the  Director  of  the  Civilian  Conserva- 
tion Corps,  transmitting  a  draft  of  proposed  legislation  to  am^Gnd  the 
act  of  June  28,  1937,   "To  establish  a  Civilian  Conservation  Corps,***" 
(Public  No.  165,  75th  Cong.);  referred  Senate  Committee  on  Education 
and  Labor  and  House  Committee  on  Labor  (pp.  515  and  575). 

House,  By  a  vote  of  107  to  10  the  Plouse  passed  the  bill 

Jan.  12  (S.  1077)  to  amend  the  act  creating  the  Federal  Trade 

Commission  (pp.  546-574).    This  bill  gives  the  Federal 
Trade  Coirmission  control  over  false  advertising  of  food,  drugs ,  devices, 
or  cosmetics ,  and  it  also  gives  the  Commdssion  pov/cr  to  initiate  action 
in  the  public  interest  instead  of  v/a.iting  until  a  complaint  is  m^ade 
against  a  competitor. 

Messrs.  Maverick,  Tarver,  and  Lambert  son  spoke  briefly,  criticizing 
Mr.  Vfoodr\:im's  action  in  submitting  the  amendment  providing  for  an  item 
veto  when  only  a  few  members  of  the  Plouse  were  on  the  floor,  and  Mr. 
Woodrum  and  Mr.  Snell  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendment  (pp.  543-544  and 
545-546). 

ItemiS  of  partic^alar  interest  in  the  appendix:  extension  of  re- 
marks by  Mr.  Iglesias  reconmending  passage  of  H.R.  8730,  providing 
for  aid  to  Puerto  Rico  in  v/ildlife  restoration  pro,1cct s    (pp.  595-596); 
extension  of  remarks  of  Dr.  Lirksen  favoring  the  proposed  "item  veto" 
(pp.  599-600).     (Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Water  Storage  The  Missouri  R'oralist  (January  8)  in  an  editorial 

for  Farms  on  water  supply,  says:   "...The  farmer  would  like  to  see 

more  reservoirs  and  believe  the  legislatures  can  be 
interested  in  tax  exemption  of  land  for  water  storage  p"arposes.  Over 
in  Kansas  a  water  storage  law  provides  tax  exemption  at  the  rate  of 
$40    for  each  acre  foot  of  storage  capacity  where  a  reservoir  is  con- 
structed by  damming  a  dry  water  course.     There  is  a  provision  that  ex- 
emption shall  not  exceed  40  percent  of  the  contiguous  acreage  on  which 
the  reservoir  is  located.    With  the  law  administered  oy  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture,  Kansas  farmers  have  received  miarked  benefit.    As  the 
former  member  of  the  Missouri  Conservation  Commdssion,  the  Missouri 
Ruralist  editor  hopes  to  promote  construction  of  reservoirs  not  only 
for  farm  use  but  as  an  aid  in  wildlife  restoration  and  to  seek  enacts- 
ment  of  a  tax  cxem.pt ion  law  on  land  thus  utilized.     Such  reservoirs 
in  time  may  become  recreation  centers  affording  fishing,  swimming  and 
boating  privileges..." 
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frozen  Poods  Tub  Kew  Yorkjjom'iial  of  Commerce  says  editorially 

Progress  in  the  January  7  issue;'  ''  i  4  . Precise  data  covering  the 

current  production  of  quick  frozen  foods  are  not  avail- 
able, but  it  is  estimated  that  retail  sales  of  such  products  were  at 
the  rate  of  ^pl3,000,000  annually  by  the  close  of  1937.     Sales  of  frozen 
foods,  direct  ty  processors  to  hotels,  restaurants  and  institutions 
would  expand  this  total  substantially, . '  More.;  than  5,0C0  retail  dealers 
are  now  equipped  to  handle  frozen  foods.'  These'  distributors  are  locat- 
ed principally  in  New  England  and  the  Hi ddle  Atlantic'  States...,  Some 
ObsGrvers-  felt  a  few  years  ago  that  the  food  industry  had  practically 
exliausted  the  possibilities  of  evolving  distinctly  new  products  and 
that  improvement  of  q^oality  and  refinement  of  packaging  offer  the  prin- 
ciple remaining  opportunities  for  expa^nding  sales  of  individual  manu- 
facturers.   The  stuady  growth  of  the  quick  frozen  ,  foods  industry  has  . 
demonstrated  that  the  field  of  food  research  is  still  a  fertile  one. 
The  continued  development  of  this  type  of  food  processing  will  inevit'^ 
ably  exert  an  important  influence  on  future  trends  in  food  manufacture 
D.n&  distribution  generally."  • 

ITo  IJew  Beetle  ITo  nev/  Federal  plant  %UD.rantines  against  the  Japan- 

Quarantine         ess  bottle  insect  pest  will  be  necessary  in  1938,  Lee  A. 

Strong,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant 
Quarantine,  has  announced.    Results  of.  1937'.   scoT3ting,  it  was  indicated, 
show  that  the  situation  can  be  controlled  by  local  extension  of  q-^jiaran- 
tines  now  in  force.    The  annual  hearing  to  consider  extension  of  the 
regulated  area  or  modification  of  the  regulations  will  be  omitted. 
Decreases  in  the  number  of  beetles  trapped  were  reported  this  year  from 
four  points  where  beetles  had  given  cause  for  alarmi     Systematic  trap- 
ping actiTities  by  the  Department  indicate  where  the  beetles  are  and 
v/here  trouble  may  be  expected.     (Science  ITews  Letter,  January  15.) 

Chemical  .  A  report  in  the  Bloomington  Pantagraph  (January  l) 

Agriculture       says  that  publicity  for  the  new  chemical  farming  system  a 

year  ago  attracted  much  attention  .by  the  claims  of  ex- 
treme yields,  a  canner  reported.     Up  to  200  tons  of  tomatoes  a  year 
Y/ere  reported.    That  was  by  growing  two  crops  a  year  under  glass,  how«^ver 
Only  one  -crop  a  year  is  produced  in  Bloom-ington  under  glass.  Florists 
are  keenly  interested  in  the  new  program,  althougii  it  has  so  far  failed 
to  show  siifficient  superior  merit  to  justify  a  general  change  in  equip-"^ 
mient  .     Eall  reports  and  discussion  of  the  subject  are  scheciuled  for 
their  ann-aal  conference  at  the  University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agri- 
culture next  March,    At -Purdue  University  tanlcs  of  sand  were  used,  the 
solution  pumped  into  the  tanks  and  drained  out  at  re^gular  intervals. 
Very  dilute  Solutions  are  necessary.    The  supply  of  iron  is  most  diffi- 
cult for  it  does  not  remain  in  solution  long  and  must  be  renewed,  Uine 
purchased  chemicals  UAed  are  potassium  nitrate,  calcium  nitrate,  man- 
ganese chloride,  boric  acid,  copper  sulfate,   zinc  sulfate,  magnesium 
sulfate  and  sodium  dihydrogen  phosphate,   the  iron  supplied  at  intervals 
of  two  weeks  by  dissolving  ferric  chloride  or  ferrous  sulfate  in  water . 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers,  '  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department, 
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BUILDING-  Mordecai  Ezekiel,  economic  advisor  to  the  Secretary;' 

CONSTRUCTION      of  iigriculture ,  warned  last  night  that-high  costs  of 

materials  might  cancel.' G-overnment  efforts  to  stimulate 
"building  construction,  through  lov/ered  interest  costs.     In  an  address 
before  the  Jewish  Community  Center  forum,  Washington,  D.C.,  Ezekiel 
urged  that  producers  of  building  materials  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
work  out  a  program  of  concert ed  price  reductions  to  stimulate  an  ex- 
pansion in  house  construction.     Only  a  small  part  of  increases  in  build- 
ing costs  during  the  last  two  years  can  be  attributed  to  rising  labor 
costs,  Ezekiel  said.     (Washington  Post.) 

NATIONAL  Illness  rate  increases  as  income  rate  decreases, 

HEALTH  SURVEY     the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service  indicates  today  in  the 

first  published  findings  of  the  National  Health  Survey, 
a  $4,000,000  '?PA  project  and  the  most  comprehensive  study  of  its  kind 
in  A-nerican  history.     Basing  its  conclusions  on  material  obtained  in 
the  winter  of  1935-36,  the  Public  Health  Service  discovered  that  annual 
days  of  disability  per  capita  in  the  relief  group  was  three  times  as 
great  as  among  upper  income  families.       "It  is  apparent  that  inadequate 
diet,  poor  housing,  the  hazards  of  occupation  and  the  instability  of 
the  labor  market  definitely  create  immediate  health  problems,"  the; 
report  states.     (Washington  Post.) 


DEPARTI/SNT  An  exhibit  showing  many  lines  of  work  in  the  Depart- 

EXHIBIT  ment  has  been  installed  in  the  patio  of  the  Administra- 

tion Building.     This  exhibit,  which  is  to  run  through 
January  22,  is  open  to  the  public  each  week  day  from;  8:30  a.m.  to 
5:30  p.m.,  except  Saturday  when  the  closing:  time  is  2  p.m.  Typical 
department  activities  are  portrayed*     The  displays  are  largely  self- 
explanatory,  but  persons  interested  in  particular  features  may  obtain 
additional  information  by  cons"ulting  attendants  who  will  be  on  duty 
throughout  the  exliibit.     Members  of  the  Department  and  their  friends 
are  cordially  invited  to  visit  the  exhibit,  thereby  becoming  more 
familiar  with  the  range  and  character  of  departinent al  functionss. 


BRAZILIAN  A  Rio  de  Janeiro  cable  to  the  New  York  Times  says' 

EXCHANGE  the  Banco  do  Brazil  and  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce 

have  concluded  an  excnange  agreement  by  which  the  bank, 
recognizing  the  United  States  as  Brazil's  best  customer,  puts  thc-.t 
country  in  a  position  on  the  foreign  exchange  slate  second  to  no  other 
nation.     Actually,  United  States  exporters  receive  a  privileged  position. 
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"Food  Digest"  A  new  "digest"  magazine  is  the  Food  Digest,  of 

which,  the  first  issue  was  the  UovemlDer  number.    A  note 
says:   "The  Food  Digest  is  a  magazine  consisting  of  articles  from  lead- 
ing magazines  and  food  publications  on  the  subject  of  cookery  and  nu- 
trition," 

1S37  Forest  The  lowest  recorded  burn  and  a  nev/  low  record  for 

Fires'  Low  man-caused  forest  forest  wore  chalked  up  in  1S37  for  the 

157  National  Forests,  according  to  preliminary  reports 
of  the  Forest 'Service,  which  administers  the  173  million  acres  of  pub- 
licly owned  forest  lands.    The  1937  burn  per  million  acres  was  only  5G8 
acres.    The  lowest  previous  record  for  an  entire  season  v;as  800  acres  . 
per  million,  burned  in  1933.     The  low  burns  of  other  years  were  833  acres 
per  million  in  1930  and  1,000  acres  -per  million  in  1906,  which  remained 
the  low  record  for  24  years.    The  highest  recorded  burn  of  any  year  was 
that  in  1910  v/hon  ^S^^^^acrgSgjor^pUllogf "^jg  fef fwfi?i£rinl$9§f ^^aS^oaused 
man-caused  forest  fir^s7 comprised  only  53  percent  of  tnc;  total.    Light-  (fire 
ning  caused  many  fires  in  1937. 

( southern) 

Conservation  Joseph  G.  Kircher,  regional/ director  of  the  Forest 

of  Timber  Service,  told  the  Southeastern  ?l5inning  Conference  re- 

cently the  South' s  forests  can  grow  more  than-  enough 
timber  to  keep  present  forest  industries  "going  fo re v^;r J*  provided  the 
timber  is  protected  from  fire  and  "present  destructive  cutting  practices 
are  abandoned."    Kircher  said  the  forest  industries  of  today  "are  util- 
izing small  trees  which  had  no  market  value  a  few  years  ago  a.nd  to  a. 
large  extent  this  is  because  the  supply  of  larger  sizes  is  gone."  He 
urged  "cut ting  practices  that  will,  build  up  or  maintain  sufficient 
growing  stock  "to  utilize  the  groY/ing  power,  of  the  land."    Of  the  total 
forest  area  in  the  South,  Kirchor  said,  only  40  percent  has  organized 
fire  protection  and  "on  much  of  the  rest  fires  still  burn  uncontrolled." 
(Hichmond  Times  Dispatch,  January  12.) 

Urges  Trade  -'-.Support  for  the  trade  reciprocity  program,  of  the 

Pacts  Support    Department  of  State  was  urged  upon  men  engaged  in  trans- 
portation in  an  address  recently  by  Eugene  P.  Thomas, 
president  of  the  National  Foreign  Trade  Council,  before  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  New  York  Freight  S'oiwardcrs  and  Brokers  Association. 
Mr.  Thomas  said  the  reciprocity  program,  which  has  thus  far  been  ex- 
tended to  the  nations  with  v/hich  the  United  States  carries  on  34  per- 
cent of  its -foreign  trade,  was  the  most  important  factor  that  had  yet 
appeared  in  the  efforts  of  industry  and  comjnerce  to  return  to  normal>.^ 
Mr.  Thomas  urged  also  th^t  men  engaged  in  the  forwarding  of  freight 
band  together  to  further  the  interests  of  foreign  trade  beyond  the  lim-  ' 
its  now  set  by  government.     Such  a  group,  he  said,  should  cocrdinate 
the  aims  and  efforts  of  foreign  traders  with  those  of  the  government. 
(New  York  Times,  January  12,  1938 
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Senate,  The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  ant i  1  yn ch ing: 

Jan.  13     •  bill  (H.R.  1507).  (pp.  -604-618  and  622-527)  .    Ur .  ¥neel-  ' 

er  asked  the  Senate  to  agree  to  the  Plouse  amendment  to 
the  bill  (S.  1077)  to  amend  the  act  creating  the  J^ederal  Trade  Commis- 
sion, but-,  oh  objection  of.  Mr.  Copeland  he  withdre?/  his  request  and 
stated,  that  he  would  bring  the  matter  up  again  in  about  a  week  (pp.  618- 
621).    This  amendment  to  the  bill  would  give  the  Federal  Trad^  Coriimis- 
sion  control  over  false  advert isin-^  of  food,  drugs ^  device s'w"^  cjgmetics , 
instead  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 

IBoth  Houses  received  a  message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Works  Progress  Adi'iinist rater  on  the  progress  of  the" 
Works  Program,    placing  primary  emphasis  on  activities  of  the  first  10 
months  of  1937;  referred  Senate  Committee  on  Investigation  of  Unemploy- 
ment and  Relief  Problems  and  House  Corxiittec  on  Appropriations  (pp.  601 
and  6  59 ) .  .  ■ 

general 

House,  The  House  begary  debate  on  the  Treasury-Post  Office 

Jan.  13  Appropriation  Bill  lor  1959  (H.R.  -3947)  which  had  been 

reported  from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  (H.Rept. 
1666)   (pp.  631-659) . 

Several  short  speeches  were  made  regarding  the  Woodrum  amondment 
to  the  Independent  Offices  Appropriation  Bill  v/hich  authorizes  the 
President  to  eliminate  or  reduce  items  in  a'pioropriation  bills  (pp.  629- 

631,  640-641,  .  and  653-655)  .  ■ -Messrs .  lambertson  pnid  Taber  opposed 
the  amendment,  and  Messrs.  Woodi"um  and  Cochran  favored  it.    Mr.  Ludlow 
announced  that  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  is  considering  the  offer- 
ing of  an  amendment  to  the  Treasury-Post  Ofi^ice  Appropriation  Bill  to 
exempt  it- from  the  it  cm  :Voto  provision  and- said  thcat  there  is^a^;^ossi- 
bility  that  similar  action  will  be  talcen  on  other  appropriation^  fp.63l). 

The  House  received  a  supplemental  estim^ate    of  appropriation  for 
the  fiscal  year  1938  for  the  Porest  Service  (fighting  and  preventing 
forest  fires)  $1,279,417  (H. Doc.  475);  referred  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions .  .  : 

The  House  also  received  a  supplemiental  estimate  of  appropriation' 
for  the  fiscal  year  1938  for  the  administration  of  the  Sugar  Act  of 
1937,  $39,750,000  (H.Doc.  477);  referred  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Items  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Hational  Grange  urging  repeal  of  the  hli lie r-T ydings  P-esale 
Price  Maintenance  Act  (pp.  681-682)   (inserted  by  Ur.Celler);  radio 
address  by  former  Senator  Harry  B.  Hawes,   "Conservation  Progreis"  (pp. 
682-683)  (inserted  by  Mr.  Robertson);  extension  of  remiarks  of  Mr.  Maver- 
ick opposing  the  item  veto  provision  (pp.  684-685).     (Prepared  by  Office 
of  Budget  and  Pinance,) 
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Senate,  Th.e  Senate  continued  de"bate  on  the  ant i lynching 

Jan.  14  ■■bill  (H.R.  1507)   (pp.  6S1-711)  . 

general  ■ 

House,  The  House  cont inued /debate  on  the  Treasury-Eost 

Jan.  14  Office  Apipro-priation  Bill  for  1939  (H.R.  8947)   (pp. 718- 

758) ,     Speeches  of  interest  to  this  Department  made 
during  debate:  by  lir,  Knutson,   "calling  attention  to  certain  wasteful 
operations  ,01  the  Teiniessee  Valley  Authority"  (pp.  722-730);  by  Mr. 
Treadway,  opposing  reciprocal  trade  a,';reemerit s  (pp.  730-734);  by  Mr, 
Culkin,  denying    the  truth  of  statements  made  by  Prof.  James  S.  Boyle 
of  Cornell  University  in  an  article  for  the  Saturday  Evening  Post-  which, 
Mr.  Culkin  said,   "presented  the  American  dairyma^n  s.s  a  lawless,  incom- 
petent and  ne' er'-dO'-^/7ell  resident  of  the  country"  (pp.  740-742);  also 
speeches  on  item  Veto  (see  below). 

Mr.  Lambert  son  and  Mr.  Maverick  spoke  in  cdtd  edition  to  the  item 
veto  provision  in  the  Independent  Of fices'^'-^^^^''^^^  ^^"^^-^^   Bill  (pp.  716- 
718  and  742-746)  ,  and  Mr.  Woodr-om  spoke  in  favox  of  t.^e  provision  and 
attempted  to  justify  himself  in  proposing  the  amendment  (pp.  718-722). 

The  House  received  from  the  President  a  proposed  provision  affect- 
ing the  existing  appropriation  of  the  Parm  Credit  Administration  for 
farmers^  crop  production  and  harvesting  loons, .  fiscal  years  1937  and 
1938  (H.Poc.   473);  referred  Conmittee  on  Appropriations  (p.  758). 

The  House  Committee  on  Disposition  of  J]xecutive  papers  made  a  re- 
port on  the  disposit ion  of  papers  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
(H.RGpt .  1668)  .  .-  - 

Items  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  letter  from  Mr. 
Sumners  (Chairman  of  House  Judiciary  Commxittee)  to  Mr.  Taylor  ( Chairm.an 
of  House  Appropriations  Committee)  asserting  that  the  it  em  vet  o  provi- 
sion is  constitutional;  also  a  statement  compiled  by  the  legislative 
reference  service  of  the  Library  of  Congress  giving  the  language  of 
the  constitutional  provision  of  each  one  of  the  39  states  v/hich  have  the 
item  veto  provision  (inserted  by  Mr.  Taylor)  (pp.  772-775), 

Mich.  Dyed  Potatoes,  dyed  an  easter  egg  violet,  will  form  a 

Potatoes  large  part  of  the  diet  of  swine  on  45,000  Michigan  farms 

this  year,  says  a  Lansing  report  by  the  Associated  Press, 
H.  C.  Lindstrom,   federal  supervising  inspector  under  the  AM,  said 
711,000  bushels  of  potatoes  being  purchased  by  the  government  to^  re- 
lieve a  gutted  market  will  be  dyed  to  make  certain  they  are  not  used 
for  human  cons"umption.     The  growers  vdll  be  permitted  to  keep  the  po- 
tatoes and  use  them  as  feed  or  destroy  them^     Lindstrom  explained  that 
while  the  vegetable  dye  contains  no  poisonous  sufest^?jice,  the  potato  con- 
trol committee  believed  violet  potatoes  would  not  be  tem-pting  at  the 
table. 
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WORLD  HiaH-  The  United  States  has  ahout  3, 065,000 . miles  of  high- 

WAY  MILEAGS        v/ay,   or  cihout  one-third  of  the  total  highway  mileage  of 

the  world,  v\fhich  is  arouiid  9,687,000  miles,  according  to 
a  world  highway  survey  made  public  yesterday  by  the  Automotive-Aero- 
nautics Trade  Division  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.     In  about  eight 
years,  the  report  said,  the  highwa.ys  of  the  world  had  increased  more 
than  3,105,000  miles,  and  the  number  of  motor  vehicles  registered  by 
12,028,400.  (Press.) 

RFC  LOAI^  Repressntative  Cummings  of  Colorado  said  yesterday 

FOR  Y/OOL  .  he  expected  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation  to 

make  a  $15,000,000  stabilization  loan  to  peg  the  price 
of  scoured  wool  at  about  81  cents  a  pound.     Mr.  Cummings  and  Senators 
Adams  and  Johnson  of  Colorado  conferred  with  RFC  representatives  last 
week  v^hen  Jemes        Brown  of  Pueblo,  official  of  the  Colorado  V/ool  Growers 
Association,  applied  for  the  loan  he  sa.id  v/as  needed  to  prevent  a  possible 
$168,000,000  loss  to  producers  and  feeders  on  their  1937  and  1938  wool 
clips  and  lamb  crops.       (Associated  Press.) 

CANADIAN  Tlie  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  reviewing  Canada's 

EXPORTS  DP  $459,713,646  export  trade  with  the  United  States  in  1937, 

reports  large  gains  in  sale  of  Caneidian  goods  admitted 
across  the  line  at  lowered  rates  of  duty  'onder  the  1955  Canada-United 
States  trade  agre'^ment.     Noting  an  increase  of  $53,048,979  over  the  1956 
export  totals,  the  bureau  pointed  out  that  a  $39,669,746  gain  in  items 
contained  in  the  agreement  raised  their  total  value  to  $216,808,892. 
(Canadian  Press.) 


GERMAN  A  bumper  sugar  beet  crop,  establishing  an  all-time 

BEET  SUGAR         record,  is  anticipated  in  Germany  in  the  current  season, 

says  a  report  to  the  Department  of  Commerce  from  Leipzig, 
made  public  yesterday.     The  prediction  is  that  the  crop  will  aggregate 
13,332,000  metric  tons,  against  10,648,000  tons  last  season.     As  an 
offset  to  the  large  crop,-  it  was  stated,  the  sugar  content  of  the  new 
crop  probably  will  not  be  as  great  as  that  of  last  season.     (New  York 
Times.) 
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OongreBS, Jan.l5  The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  ant llynchin^ 

hill  (H.H.  1507)   (pp.  795-814).     The  Senate  received  the 
Seventeenth  Annual  Heport  of  the  Civil  Service  Retirement  and  Pi sahil- 
i ty  TjJid.  (also  emhodying  estimates  made  hy  the  Board  of  several  pro- 
posed changes  in  the  Retirement  Act ) ;  referred  Committee  on  Civil  Ser- 
vice (p.  791).     Mr.  B;,Td  submitted  his  individual  views  on  S.  2970,  the 
Senate  reori5:anizat ioh  "bill ,  which  were  ordered  to  he  printed  as  part  II 
of  S.  Kept.  12,36  (p.  792).    The  Senate  recessed  -anti  1  Monday,  January  17, 

The  House  continiied.  debate  on  the  Treasury-Post  Office  Appropria- 
tion Bill    (H.R.  8947)  for  1939  and  bogan  reading ■ the  bill  for  amand- 
ment  (p.  817-831).      Mrs.  Rogers  of  Mas sachusottg ■ spoke  in  favor  of 
the  merit  systemi  as  opposed  to  the  spoils  system  in- makixig  appoint- 
memts  ic  the  Federal  Service  (pp.  831-832).    The  House  adjourned  lintil 
Monday,  January  17. 

Items  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendiS::  the  legislative  pro- 
gram of  the  national  G-range  (suirimary  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Grange  in  its  annual  session,  inserted  by  Mr .  Byrd)  (pp.  837-839); 
extension  of  remarks  of  Mr.  Cochran  on  constitutionality  of  the  item 
veto  (pp.  840-842);  statement  of  Mr.  Eicher  before -Senate  Committee  on 
Agricult^jre  and  Forestry  giving  views  on  McAdoo-Sicher  farm  bill  (S.2732) 
(pp,  843-845).     (Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Civil  Service  The  Civil  Service  Commiission  announces  the  following 

Examinations      examinations:'  miassembled,  principal  plant  physiologist, 

$5,600,  Bureau-of  Plant  Industry;  applications  miUst  be 
on  file  not  later  than  the  "'following  dates:  (a)  February  14,  if  re- 
ceived from  states  other  tmn  those  in  (b)  ;   (b)February  17,   if  received 
from  the  following  statds:  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Mon- 
tana,' Nevada,  M^w  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyoming;  unassembled, 
motor  truck    driver,  50  cents'  an  hour,  heavy  duty  trucks  with  hydraul- 
ic hoists,  for  appointment  in  Washington,  B.C.,  only, '  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, applications  musf  'be  'on  file  by' Je.nuary  31,  necessary  forms  may 
be  obtained  from' the  Civil  Service  Commission,   7th  snd  F.  Sts.^  N¥. , 
Washington,  B.C. 

Trade  Unions  Sidney  C.  Sufrin  is  author  of  ''Xabpr  Organi^atioii  in, 

in  Agric^jlture  Agricult^jral  America,  1930-55,  "'^M  abltrScu  o?"*  tne^art i^^  ^ 

cle  says:  "The  trade-union  movement  in  JLmerican  agricul- 
ture has  not  equaled  the  ex:tent  that  it  has  reached  in  indtistry.  Since 
the  ITev;  Beal,  however,  unionism  in  agriculture  has  taken  a  sudden  sp-ujrt 
forward.    This  new  i;jiionizat ion  in  strongest  amon^^  the  cas\;ial  workers 
engaged  in  occupations  which  reqjaire  group  activity.    Racial  homogen- 
icity,  as  well    as  social  stability,  seem  necessary  conditions  for  agpri-^ 
cultural  labor  organizations.    Most  of  the  imions  are  associated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  although  that  body  has  not  as  yet 
granted  a  charter  to  an  Agricultural  International.    The  sudden  articui- 
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late  interest  in  working  conditions  and  v/ages  probably  can  "be  ascribed 
to  the  depressed  conxiition  of  the  incomes  of  these  farm, workers  and  the 
propaganda  for ,; -anion izat ion  and  organization  resulting    ,  from  ITew  Deal 
policies."  .   .     ,   "  ' 

Hybrid  J?tiinate  of  hybrid  seed  corn  for  "spring- planting 

Seed  Corn  indicates  s-applies  sufficient  to  plant  nearly  15,000,000 

acres  ^  or  ab  )Ut  bn^-seventh  of  the  'ns-tion'  s  total  corn 
acreage,  reports.  Dr.  Merle  x.  Jerikins,  corn  specialist  of  the  Depart- 
ment.   This  is  about  five  times  a.s  much  as  was  available  last  year. 
Practically  all  of  the  hybrid  seed  is- available  only  to  farmers  in  the 
north  central  states.     Iowa  and  Illinois,  states  producing  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  nation^  s  corn  crop,  have  the  largest  hybrid  £naed  com 
supply-r-enough  to  plant  about  50  percent  of  the  corn  acreage  in  each 
state.     Ohio  and  Indiana  have  sufficient  seed  to  plant  about  30  percent 
of  the  acreage;  Wisconsin  and  Ivlirmesota, -  20  to  30  percent;  and  l^^ebraska, 
10  percent.    All  of  the  Corn  Belt  states  i-un  experimental  trials  in 
which  hybrids  are  compared  among  themselves  and  the  regular  open- 
pollinated  varieties  of  corn,  for  observations  on  yield,  drought  re- 
sistance, lodging,   smut  resistance  and  other  q-aalities.    They  give  the 
growers  the  most  reliable  data  available  on  the  hybrids  best  suited  to 
their  section. 

Eepresenta-^  "Reapportionment  and  Urban  Hepresentation"  is  the 

tion  in  title  of  an  article  by  David  0.  Walter,  University  of 

Rural  Areas        Illinois,  in  The  Annals  ( Jan^oary)  .    rie  says  in  part: 

"Although  in  twenty-onP!  states  the  urban  population 
is  now  in  a  majority,  in  only  eleven  of  them  can  that  m.ajority  control 
the  legislature.     It  happens  that,  in  the  ten  others  the  rural  dominance 
is  due  primarily  to  constitutional  restrictions  rather,  than  to  obso- 
lete apportionments;  but  that  is  not  true  of  the  general  o-ver-represen- 
tation  of  rural  areas... The  -urban-rural  conflict  is  rather  one  between 
the  metropolitan  cities  and  the  rural  areas  than  between  all  those 
places  classed  as  ui'ban  in  the  federal  census  and  the  rural  areas. 
Many  villages  classed  as  urban  with  2,500  or  more  inhabitants  are  rural 
in  feeling. . .The  bitter  cleavage  between  those  centers  and  the  rural 
areas,  with  the  other  urban  population  aligning  v/ith  one  side  or  the 
I'ther  in  different  states,  is  unlikely  to  diminish. .  .This  antagonism 
can  fairly  be  considered  an  industrial-agrarian  conflict;  for  despite 
the  large  niomber  of  individual  factories  in  small  cities  and  towns, 
the  bulk  of  American  industry  is  concentrated  in  some  two  h"UQdred  metro- 
politan counties,  with  no  evidence  of  any  considerable  prospect  of  decon 
centration.    We  may  oxpect,   then,  that  the  'orban-rural  or  industrial- 
agrarian  conflict  Y^ill  contin-ae  along  the    lines  laid  down  already." 

Coffee  Decree  .  A  report  from  Managua  to  the  New  York  Times  says 

the  President  of  Nicaragua  has  abolished  the  decree  re- 
quiring that  ripe  coffee  be  picked  berry  by  berry  instead  of  stripping 
the  trees.     In  the  latter  method  the  picker  strips  the  coffee  off  the 
trees  and  damage^  them. 
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?la.  Pine..  A  future  of  econdfnic  progress  was  predicted  for 

Pulp  Plant         the  South  "by  political  and  "busines  leaders  at  Pernan- 

dina,  Plorida,  recently  at  the  dedication  of  the  'first 
unit  of  a  $9,000,000  pulp  mill  as  part  of  exercises  marking  "Florida 
Industries  I^y" , "  In  particula.r  the  throng  of  5,000  paid  honor  to  Dr. 
Charles  H.  Herty,  the  cheirdst  by  whose  research  in  a  snail  laboratory 
in  Savannah  the  pulp  mill's  processes  of  manufacture  were  discovered. 
Asserting  that  the  development  thus  far  in'  the  South  vvas  only  "the 
curtain  raiser  for  still  greater  industries  that  are  to  come  in  the 
form  of  white  paper,"  Dr.  rierty  said:'  "This  vins  of  the  South,  and  I 
say  so  based  upon  my  observations  in  the  laboratory,  has  all  the  prop- 
erties that  will  ]T^e  it  vduable  for  bookpaper,  for  bond  paper  and/ 
for  rayon,  but  above  all  for  newsprint..."     (ITew  York  Times,  Jan.  IS.) 

IT.D.  Pood  and  Business  V.'eek  (January  15)   says  that  the  ITorth 

Drug  Law  Dakota  state  legislat'ore  laat  June  amended  the  state 

food  and  drugs  act,  and  saj's  thp.t  the  paragraph  which 
causes  "all  the  trouble  and  which  makes  the  act  the  toughest  on  record 
is  one  that  makes  formula  disclosure  mandatory.      "And  though  the  act 
required  the  Ictiel  Ho  bear  plainly  and  conspicuously  adequate  directions, 
for  use*  as  well,  it  was  evident  that  what  ITorth  Dakota  was  "mainly  in- 
terested in  was  the  unmasking  of  proprietary  products.    As  proof  of  its 
interest,  the  state  recently  paid  visits  to  vcxious  retailers  to  check 
on  compliance  with  the  formula- disclosure  requirement  and,  finding  none, 
promptly  clapped  a  ban  on  the  sa.le  of  products  of  seme  hundred  manufac- 
turers.,  .Now  the  situation  is  simmering.     It  will,     the  m:anufacturers 
say,  blow  right  over  as  though  the  act  had  never  made  such  demands.  At 
least  that's  what  they  hope,     'But  it  may  not  be  taking  into  account 
the  crusading  zeal  of  the  ITorth  Dakota  Pood  &  Drug  Commissioner,  C.S. 
ladd,  who  put  the  act  through." 

Pair  Trade  An  official  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  said 

Practices  recently  there  had  been  a  decided  increase  of  interest  in  an 

established  form  of  government-business  cooperation — 
the  trade  agreemicnt  conference  to  eliminate  unfair  trade  ;  practice,  says 
an  A.?,  report  in  the  Washington  Star  (January  14).     Such  agreements 
now  govern  nearly  200  Industries.    They  are  nade  in  conference  at  which 
representatives  of  an  industry  gather  voluntarily  under  commission 
auspices  and  decide  on  provisions  concerning  rebates,  price  discrimina- 
tion, below-cost  selling, mJ-sbranding,  mdnimum  standards  for  goods  and 
similar  questions.     The  Trade  Ccmjnission  has  m:ore  applications  for  such 
agreemicnts  pending,   the  official  said,  than  at  any  time  since  this 
method  of  cooperation  first  was  tried  in  1919. 

Beef  in  Peru  A  Lima  cable  to  the  ITew  York  Times  says  tha.t  owing 

to  a  marked  shortage  of  beef,  which  began  to  be  felt 
early  this  m.onth,  the  governm.ent  has  ordered  cattle  dealers  to  keep  a 
reserve  corresponding  to  2  percent  of  the  total  slaughtered  in  the  pre-  . 
vious  6  months. 
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EREI&HT  HATS  Secretary '  Y/allace' of  the ;  Depart:.ient  of  Agricultm-e 

HEVEFuES  Joined  representatives  of  industry  yesterday  in  argu- 

ments to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  that  the  ■• 
railroads  would  lose  revenue  if  the  15  percent  freight  rate  increase  .. 
for  which  they  have  asked  was  granted  to  them.    He  said  the  increase  - 
net  only  wo^ald  reduce  revenue  for  the  roads  "because  of  reduced"  traffic , 
but  also  would  "intensify"  the  business  recession.     "The  commission 
mdght  v/ell  consider,"  Mr.  Wallace  said,   "what  the 'result  would  be  if 
every  industry  throughout  the  country  would  increase  its  rates  or  prices 
in  the  faco  of  the  recession.    There  would  bo  a  still  further  fall  in 
demand  for  goods  and  services,  and  the  volume  of  traffic  would  fall 
still  further,"     (A. P.) 

CROP  COHT'HOL  State  agriculture  officials  apparently  have  failed 

LEG-ISLATIOIT       in  their  efforts  to  obtain  sweeping    changes  in  cotton 

provisions  of  the  new  crop  control  legislation.  Chair- 
man Smith,  South  Carolina,  of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Comjiiittee,  said 
yesterday  that  congressional  conferees  had  agreed  upon  a  cotton  pro- 
gram " comprom.ising  between  House  and  Senate  bills".    He  said  this  com.- 
promise  fixed  cotton  production  for  this  year  at  10,600,000  bales  and 
limited  benefit  payments  for  cotton  growers  to  the  am.oui-it  of  funds, 
previously  available  under  the  soil  conservation  act.     (A. P.) 


"BETTER  A  "plan  of  action",  dependent  on  increased  federal 

BABIES"  participation  in  a  proposed  national  campaign  to  reduce 

deaths  at  child1?.irth,  was  presented  yesterday  to  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  at  the  end  of  the  tv/o-da.y  session  on  better  care  for 
mothers  and  babies,   called  by  Ivliss  ICatha,rine  Lenroot ,  chief  of  the 
Children's  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Labor.     Embodied  in  a  report  of 
the  "findings  committee"  s^cmimari zing  the  approved  recomjuendations  of 
the  conference,  the  plan    was  discussed  in  detail'  with  the  President 
by  Miss  Lenroot,  Dr.  Ered  L.  Adair  of  Chicago,   chairman  of  the  coirjnmit- 
tee,  and  five  couimitteo.  members  who  went  with  them  to  the  V.Tiite  House. 
The  500  del'egates  who  attended  the  conference  decided  unanim.ously  that 
more  and  better  measures  must  be  taken  through  national  and  state  agen- 
cies to  increase  the  nunber  of"  qualified  physicians,  especially  in  rural 
areas .     ( Now  York  T  ime s . ) 
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Binder  Tractor  A  new  type  of  hookup  between  tractor  and  grain  bind- 

for  Terraces      ar,  to  facilitate  harvesting  grain  on  terraced  land,  has 

"been  designed  at  the  soil  conservation  experimental  sta« 
tion  at  Clarinda,   Iowa,  according  to  R,  A.  LTorton,  station  superinten- 
dent.    Section  lengths  of  the  "binder  shaft  were  rearranged  so  that  the 
knuckle. '.of  the  shaft  came  directly  over  the  connection  of  the  "binder 
hitch  and  the  tractor  drav/"bar,  Mr.  Norton  explains,  enabling  the  machin- 
ery to  pass  over  uneven  ground  without  injury  to  the  power  drive  and  ■ 
without  impairing  operation.      With  the  rebuilt  hook-nip  a  terraced  grain 
field  can  be  harves-oed  in  the  normal  way,  crossing  the  terrace  ridges  and 
channo].s  from  practically  any  direction,  I;ir.  Norton  reports.  (Seed 
Wq  r 1 d ,  January  14.) 

Newsprint  A  Pittsrubgh  inventor,  Dr.  Frederick  W.  Eochstctter, 

from  Straw         announced  recently  the  discovery,  after  nearly  30  years 

of  research,   of  a  revolutionary  method-  for  making  paper — 
not  to  mention  "synthetic  cotton"  and  cotton"  and  cotton's  numerous 
plastic  derivatives — from  ordinary  straw  and  other  waste  farm  products, 
says  a  Pittsbuogh  report  in  Editor  dc  Publisher  (January  15)  .  Nev/sprint 
made  by  the  new  process,  it  is  estimated,  would  sell  for  approxiimtely 
$30  a  ton  as  comiDared  to  the  present  price  of  $50  a  ton.    According  to 
its  inventor,  this  xiewsprint  would  not  only  be  cheaper,  but  would  have 
the  following  additional  advantages  over  the  rjround  wood  pulp  product  :. 
how  in  general  use;  greater  flexibility,  imm'onit^^  to  discoloration 
and  brittlemess  caused  by  drying  and  exposure  to  light;  greater  strength; 
higher  opacity;  and  the  ability  to  absorb  less  iiik  yet  take  a  sharper^ 
clearer  image.    Paper  has  been  made  from  straw  hefore,.  the  but  process- 
es have  been  either  too  expensive  or  too  hard  on  the  fibres  to  be  prac- 
tical. 

Count y  Stock  Go  Pillm.ore  Co^onty,  Iviisscsota,  '-goes  credit  for 

Association        organizaing  the  first  county  livestock  record  associa-  ■'■ 

tion  in  the  United  States.    ■Cooperating- farm.ers  will  be 
assisted  in  keeping  records  of  productiom  on  dairy  and  beef  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep,  poultry  and  horses.    A  field  iiian    will  v;drk,  full  time 
ehlping  farmrcr  study  the  feeding,  breeding  and  management  of  all 
kinds  of  livcsotck.     San  Guard  in  this  .magazine  (Coujitry  Home)     some---  ■ 
months  ago  urged  the  formation  of  livestock  record  associations  so'rhe^-"- 
what  along  these  lines.    We  are  glad  to  see*  the  idea  tried  out  and  wish 
its  progressive  organizers  success.     (Country  Home,  January.) 

■Parm  Business  "Red  ink  erasers  wouldnH  be  a  bad  name  for  the 

Associations      four  farm  business  associations  (with  500  members  in 

39  Iowa  counties)  which  held  their  ax^n-oal  meetings  the 
week  after  Thanksgiving,"  says  U.  Glen  Kirkpatrick  in  the  Parm  Journal 
(January).  "A  fifth  association  is  being  formed  in  10  morthwest  coun- 
ties.   Two  Kansas  associations  aro  in  their  seventh  year;  one  in  lilinDis 
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is  finishing  its  tliirteonth  year.     Paul  Sturgcs  tells  hov;  those  associa- 
tions work;  memhership  costs  $15  an  year.     A  field  agent,   skilled  in 
farm  rnana^^ornent ,  is  hired  to  act  as  traveling  auditor  and  advisor.  He 
visits  each  farm  at  least  four  times  a  year.     Each  member  is  given  a 
sot  of  hooks  for  keeping  records  of  income  -and  outgo.     Once  a  year  the 
field  agent  goes  over  these  records  and  helps  m.emhers  interpret  them. 
All  records  are  confidential.    At  various  times  the  field  man  conducts 
toxirs  to  farms  where  profitable  methods  are  used, ..  .Result s?     In  ono 
lov/a  association  with  167  members,  net  income  per  farm  j'amped  from  * 
$1,394  to  $1,760  a  year  after  a  field  agent  ¥;as  hired..." 

Radio  in  The  Prairie  Farmer  (January  15)  in  an  editorial  on 

Schools  school  radio,  says:   "...First  attempt  of  this  kind  was 

'The  Little  Red  Schoolhouse  of  the  Air'  on  VflLS    15  years 
ago.     Through  the  intervening  years  we  have  cooperated  closely  with  school 
executives,  constantly  studying  the  problem..     Five  years  ago  we- began 
working  out  a  plar.  for  a  helpful  school  radio  program,  but  waited  "ontil 
a.  year  ago  to  la^onch  it  on  the  air.     'School time'  as  directed  by  John 
Baker  has  necome  one  of  the  cla.saics  of  raaio.     In  many  hundreds  of 
schools  this  daily  15  minutes  is  tuned  in  as  part  of  the  curriculum. 
In  Cook  County,  Illinois,  40,000  pupils  listen  daily.    A  survey  now  in 
progress  will  determine  the  exact  status  of  school  radio  in  Illinois. 

In  Indiana,  Hichigan  and  Wisconsin  we  have  a  vai:t  audience..   'School-  : 
time.'   fits  into  the  daily  educational  scheme  with  carcro.lly  selected    '  ■ 
and    carefully  planned  t^ubject  matter  from  the  vast  resources  avail- 
able to  \7LS.    Many  rural  schools  have  recently  installed  radios,  since 
they  are  assured  afaa  suitable  and  - varaable  program.    Soon  v;o  expect 
to  see  radio  considei^od  "as  essential  as  the  globe,  maps  and  encyclo- 
pedia.   Prairie  Farmer  is  proud  of  ' School time ', " 

Profitable  The  Joiirnal  of  Marketing  (January)  conto.ins  "The 

Farm  Markets        Census  of  Agriculture — A  Primary  G-iiide  to  Profitable  Farm 

Markets"  by  Vergil  D.  Reed,  Assistant  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census.    An  editor's  note  v/ays:   "This article  $ind  the 
one  which  follows  deal  with  the  statistical  measurement  of  highly 
imports  parts  of  the  total  market  in  the  Unit ed. States .     It  hardly  needs 
to  be  pointed  out,  yet  it  is  p)crhaps  worth  while  to  do  so,   that  no 
statistical  measurement  is  better  than  the  definition  of  classes  on 
v/hich  is  it  ba.sed."     "The  following  article"  to  v.'hich  is  referred  is 
"Y^hat  Do  You  Mean — Rural  and  Urban?  by  W.  H.  Meserole. 

Vegetative  "3bv/  mecho-nical  methods  for  quick  development  of 

Cover  vcgetabive  cover  thcit  have"  boon  on  trial  by  the  Soil 

Conserva,tion  Service  at  its  Athens,  G-eorgia,  demonstra- 
tion project  arc  expected  to  probe  valu£Lble  to  farmers  of  the  Southeast- 
ern States  wherever  they. are  organized  for  cominunity  effort  in  the  use 
of  heavj^  farm  machinery,  "  says  three  workers  of  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  in  AgTi cultural  Engineering  (January).     "...Chiefly  they  con- 
sist of  Qombination  of  subsoiling  to  a  depth  of  approxiraatoly  16  inches, 
mechanical  showing  of  grass  sprigs  or  propagation  of  cover  from  seed  and 
mechanical  iTailching  by  means  of  a  manure  spreader..." 
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Senate,  ,  .    The  Senate  cgp'  inued  deoate  on  the  an (^i lynching 

Jan.  17       .        iDill  (H.R.  15G7)  (ii5p/  843-870) .  ' 

The  Senate  Conmit tee  on  Appropriations  reported  out  with  amend- 
ments the  Independent  Offices  Appropriation  Bill  for  1939  (H.R.  8837) 
(S.Hept.  1303).     The  Senate  received  fromthe  Acting  Secretary  of  Ag- 
riculture a  report,  pursuant  to  law,  of  tho  Department's  activities  under 
the  appropriations  for  the  control  of  outbreaks  of  insect  pest  s  and 
-plant  diseases ;  referred  Conunittoc  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  (p.  847)', 

Both  Hous^^s  received  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  a  report 
entitled  "Skilled  Investigations  at  the  Scone  of  the  Accident  Needed  to 
Develop  Causes",  v/hich  v/ill  he  printed  as  part  5  of  H.Doc.  462  (pp. 
847,  914),    M©ssrs.  'Hayden  and  Truman  submitted  an  amendment  intended 
to  "be  proposed    "by  them  to  the-  bill  (H.E.  8833)   to  amend  the  Federal 
Aid  Hifi'hway  Act;  refdrred  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
(p.  848) . 

House,  The  House  continued  debate  on  the  Treasury-Post  Office 

Jan.  17     .  Appropriation  Bill  for  1939  (E.R.  8947)     (pp.  882-913). 

The  House .  Committee  on  Appropriations  rcxDorted  out  the  Navy  De- 
partment  Appropriation  Bill  for  1939  (E.R.  8993)  (K.Rcpt .  1699).. 

The  House  OoEimittce  on  Public  Lands  reported  out  without  amend- 
ment She  bill  (H.R,  7513)  providing  for  addition  of  certain  lands  to 
the  Tahoe  national  ITorost ,  Nevada  (H.Rept.  1700)  . 

The  House  received  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  a  letter 
transmitting-  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  Small  Claims  Act  of  Decem- 
ber 28,  1922;  referred  Committee  on  Claims  (p.  914),    Under  the  pro- 
posed amendment  the  head  of  any  departm^ent  would  be  authorized  to  pay 
any  claimi  of  not  more  "than  $200  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  work  out  of  v/hich  the  claim  arose. 

oi  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  address  by  Kalloran  H, 
Brown,  President  of  New  York  State  Horticultural  Society,  "Planned 
Economy",  in  vmich  he  opposed  crop-control  legislation  (pp.  920-922) 
(inserted  by  Senator  Copcland) .     (Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and 
Pin^.nce.) 

Pleece  "A  fleece  opener  which  v;ill  be  to  the  wool  grower 

Opener  f7hat  the    abcock  tester  is  to  the  dairyman  has  Veen  devel- 

oped at  tRe  University  of  California  by  J.  F.  Wilson,  as- 
sistant professor  of  animal  husbandry.     This  apparagus  mdxes  the  fleece  so 
thoroughly  that  a'  small  sample  of  20  grams  will  give  the  true  average  of 
the.- quality  of  the  entire"  fleece ..  .Also  he  vail  for  the  first  time  be 
abel  to  determine,  the  quality  of  wool  produced  by  any  individual  animal 
in  his  flock. . ." 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  item^  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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'wCBLD  SCISIICE  A  Copenhagen  cable  to  the  IJew  York  Tines  says  the 

ORG-Ai'71  M?IOiT     plan  for  a  permanent  organization  of  v/orld  scientists 

receiitly  approved  by  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  has  received  the  support  of  Dr.  Thorva^ld  Uadsen, 
for  m^ny  years  president  of  the  Leag^ao  of  xTatiohs  Health  CoLimittee,  who 
is  endeavoring  to  arrange  a  conference  of  scientists  of  all  the  demo- 
cratic countries  at  Geneva.    Professor  Nils  3chi,   collaborator  '.vith  . 
Lord  Rutherford  on  the  theory  of  the  atom  and  a  Nobel  Prize  ivinner, 
also  is  supporting  the  plan.    Writing  in  the  Social-Demokrat en,  Dr.  Mad- 
sen  says  the  Leasee  is  the  proper  place  for  ins'oring  the  freedom  and 
protection  of  scientists  for  the  good  of  mankind. 


103CICHT  "In  a  m.ove  toward  a  self-contained  nationa^l  economy 

CUSTOMS  for  Ivlexicc,  President  Lazarc  C^^rdenas  issued  yesterday 

an  executive  decree  raicin;;;  customs  duties  bet'.veen  100 
^.nd  200  percent  on  most  major  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States, 
v7ith  some  rates  being  iaereascd  400  percent,"  reports  Ptank  L.  Kluck- 
hohn  in  a  Me:-d.co  City  cable  to  the  Nev/  York  Tim.es,     "The  avovred  inten- 
tion is  to  eliminate  all  but  m.achinery  import s ..  .The  tariff  increases 
not  only  chiefly  affect  the  United  States,  vvhich  has  been  selling  to 
Mexico  about  70  percent  of  what  she  buys,  but  they  specifically  dis- 
criminate against  United  States  goods, . .Controverting  official  Mexican 
statements  that  miachinery  and  other  chief  necessary  imports  would  con-  ■ 
tinue  without  impe  diiDont , '  the  tariff  on  machetes  used  for  agri  cult 'oral 
purposes  v;as  raised  150  -oercent,.." 


N.Y.  PJ^W.  Governor  Lerjnan  of  New  York  declared  at  the  ann-oal 

SOCIPTY  dinner  of  the  State  Agr i c"al t^jral  Society  last  night  that 

"every  protection  which  the  state  legitimately  can  pro- 
vide" should  be  given  to  the  product  of  the  farm.ers  to  ass^jLre  it  reach- 
ing the  corxS'om.er  "at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price."    Plis  statem-eno  was 
interpreted  as  a  reference  to  the  "spread"  between  the  price  paid  to 
farmers  for  millc  and  the  amount  charged  the  consumer  in  the  city,  which 
h^s  been  the  subject  of  constantly  increasing  criticism.     Pollowing  the 
line  of  rds  annual  mxcssage  to  the  legislature,  the  Governor  said  that 
staoe  assistance  in  the  organization  of  cooperatives  for  the  mut'oal  bene-r 
fit  and  protection  of  the  producer  and  cons'jmer  "is  a  proper  field  of 
state  activity  in  normal  times,"   (New  York  Times.) 
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Redcap  A  new  hybrid  tomato  "believed  to  "be  very  promising 

Tomato  for  canning  and  for  the  market  garden  because  of  its 

earliness  and  smoothness  of  fruit  has  been  developed 
by  the  vegetable  crop  specialists  at  the  state  experiment  station  at 
Geneva,  Hew  York,  after  ten  years  selection  aad  has  been  named  P.edcap. 
The  new  tomato  camiC  from  a  cross  between  John  Baer  and  Grant  made  on 
the  station  grcands  in  1927.     It  has  been  under  test  with  other  varie- 
ties of  the  Joiin  Baei'  group    and  at  G-enava  has  produced  more  early 
fruit  than  any  other  variety,  even  the      station's  recently  introduced 
iMystate.     In  describing  Redcap,  Prof.  C.  3.  Sayre,  head  of  the.  Division 
of  Vegetable  Crops  at  the  station,   says:  "Redcap  sets  the  crown  and  ad- 
jacent clusters  freely  and  thes^  fr^aits  m.ature  rapidly  during  the  first 
weeks  of  picking.     The  fruits  are  deep, oblate,   large,  smooth. with 
shallow  cavity,  and  when  viewed  from  either  end  appear  slightly  elon- 
gated..."   '.(Seed  World,  Janxiary  14.) 

Scientific       •    ,       Three  earmarks  for  the  identification  of  "intelli- 
Spirit  gent  behs.vior"  were  described  recently  by  Dr.  Ralph  Ger- 

ard, Professor  of  Physiology  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
at  the  Am.erican  Institute.    He  credited  the  scientific  spirit  with  such 
progress  as  civilisation  has  made  in  the  direction  of  intelligent  be- 
havior and  added  that  pure  science  alone  could  ass-ore  the  future  of  the 
present  confused  social  systemx.    The  future  of  ovt  institutions  is  still 
made  uncertain,  however,  by  a  splitting  of  intelligence  from.  em.otion, 
which  is  "rooted  in  the  brain  miechanism." .        (Uev/  York  Tiries,)' 

Philippine  A  plan  for  cushioning  the  ecoiiomAc  impact  of  inde- 

Economiics  ■      ,•  pendence  on  the  Piiilippine  Islands  lia-s  been  agreed  to  in 

principle  and  only  the  details  ror:a.in  to  be  worked  out. 
President  Roosevelt  announced  recently.      The  projected  arrangement 
envisages  a  gradual  imposition  of  American  tariffs  against  Philippine 
products  from  now  until  about  1960,  he  explained.    To  accomplish  this, 
the  President  said,   it  would  be  necessary  to  modify  the  Tydings-McDuf f ie 
Independence  Act,  according  to  Vvhich  f'^oll'  tariff  duties  would  be  ap- 
plied to  im-ports  in  the  Phxilippines  in  1946. 

Improvement  Poultry  raisers  who  buy  chicks  from  hatcheries  co- 

of  Poultry         operating- under  the  National  Poultry  Im.provem.ent  Plan 

tell  from  labels  on  advertising  and  chick  boxes  the  exact 
stage  of  breed  improvement  and  pullorum  disease  control  of  the  chicks 
they  buy.    These  distinctive  designs  have  been  adopted  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  labels  are  supplied  participating  hatch- 
eries from  the  official  state  agencies  in  each  of  the  42  cooperating 
states.     Only  the  approved  and  certified  staj^es  are  of  commercial  in- 
terest to  chick  buyers,  the  higiier  breeding  states  being  used  only  to 
produce  foundation  stock  for  flock  improvement  breeding  programs. 
(The  Prairie  Parm.er,  Jajiua^ry  15.) 
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Senate j  The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  antilynching  bill 

Jan.  18    ■  (K.R.  Ic07)  (pp.  933-957). 

Ivtr.-  Bridges  addressed  the  Senate,  criticizing  the  activities  of  the  ■ 
T Qnne s s e e'  Val  1  ey  Aut ho r i t y (pp.  942-951.),, 

Mr.  Capper  inserted  in  the  Hecord  the  legislative  program  of  the 
Comanche  County  Farm  3'tj.reau  at  Coldwater,  Kansas,  as  contained  in  resolu- 
tions adopted  oy  that  organization  (p.  931), 

Mr.  Davis  inserted  in  the  Hecord  correspondence  hetweon  himself 
and  F.X.A.  Eble,  managing  director  of  the  Made  in  America  Club,  Inc., 
in  which  the  administration  of  the  reciprocal  trade  aff:r cement s  program 
was  criticized  (pp.  930-931). 

House,  The  House  passed  the  Treasu-ry-Fost  Office  Appropria- 

Jan.  18  •  lion" Bill  for  1939  (H.R.  8947)   (pp.  959-967). 

The  House  began  general  debate  on  the  Haval  Appropriation  Bill  for  ■ 
1939  (H.H.  8993)  (pp.  972-995). 

The  House  received  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Agric^olture  a 
report,  purs-ortJit  to  law,  of  the  Department's  activities  under  the  appro-- 
priation  for  control  of  outbreaks  of  insect  pest s  and  plant  diseases ; 
referred  to  Cor.unittee  on  AgricuXt-ujre  (p.  996). 

Items  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  speech  by  Llr.  Coffee 
of  Washington  on  January  12,  1938,   d^jring  consideration  of  the  bill 
(S.  1077)  to  amend  the  act  creating  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  (which 
contains- provisions  for  control  of  false  advert i sing  of  food,  drugs , 
etc.)  in  v/hich  he  stated  that  the  pending  bill  is  inadequate  and  favored 
passage  of  the  food  and  drug  bill  (pp.  1002-1007);  address  by  Mrs.  Jencke 
of  Indiana,  before  the  ilation'al  Association  of  Hot  House  Vegetable 
G-rowors  Decemiber  16,  1937,   "The  Cost  of  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements 
to  the  Hot  House  Vegetable  G-rowing  Industry  in  the  United  States" 
(pp.  1010-1011).     (Prep.ared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Italo-G-erman  Germany  and  Italy  will  exchange  30,000  farm  and 

Labor  Experiment  industrial  workers  in  March  as  an  experiment  in 

strengthening  both  the  political  and  economic  bonds 
of  the  Home- Berlin  axis.    The  experiment  in  mass  labor  colltiborati  on, 
announced -recently,  will  send  Italians  skilled  in  land  reclamation  and 
production  of  y/heat ,  potatoes  and  sugar  beets  to  Southern  and  Yvestern 
G-ormany  to  reinforce  the  Reich  campaign  for  greater  harvests.    At  the 
same  time  Gorman  artisans  will  come  to  Italy  to  place  ^heir  technical 
training  at  the  service  of  Italian  industry.     Dr«  Robert  Ley,  Nazi 
labor  head,  and  Franco  Angelini,  president  of  the  Imtional  Fascist  Con- 
federation of  Farm  Workers,  arranged  the  transfer.     (A. P.) 


•iZTinv  -^0.  14  ■   -  4:  ,       /Jam;.aiv  20 1:938 . 

Control  of  The  soil  .erosion  control.-.  ox)erat ions. ■jOi'  the  Soil  .Con- 

Soil  Srosion  '    servation  Service  were  expanded^  durin^^  the  fiscal  ^:e.ar: 

to  cover  8,500,000  acres  of  private  land  i;-nder  vo1i;ji- 
tary  coopurative  a.;;Teement s  v/ith  .more  than  50,000  landowners;,  H.  H, 
Bomiett ,   chief  of  the  service ,,  staAod ,  in  his  .annxial  ■  report  t;0  Secre- 
tary Wallace.     Conto"ar  cult ityation-i  strip,,  crppping,:  terracing,  improved 
crop  rotation  and  the  use  of  cover'  crops  were  among  the  practices  pro- 
vided in  the  ac^reeraents  whichi.  I/Ir..:  Bennett  said,  "allied  the '  individua.l 
farmer  and  governmental  ageiicics  in  a  new, and  mo-re  effective  approach 
to  ^ the  iDrohlem.  of  . conserving. .soil  rosoiorces  .on  a-; national  scale."    A  • 
major  improvement'  in  the  crosioh  control  technique  was ^a  shift  from  ■ 
structural  devices  to  greater  use  of vegetation.    During  the  year  nearly 
140,000,000  .plants  and.  almost  10,000,000  pounds  of  seed  wore  provided  , 
from  demons t rat ion- projects  and  Civilian  .Consoryati  on  Corps  areas.. 
(]^ev7  York  TimiCS,)' 

iTVY.  ■  Botanical  ilbout'  175  new  kinds  of  har-dy,   seedless  gr.apes,  many 

G-arden  of  them  deem-sd  sm table  for  commercial  culture,  were 

,  developed  in  experimental,  work  do.FxO  at  the  hew  Yor^c 
Botanical  G-ardcn  cluring  the  past  year,-  it.  ¥/as-  annQuiic^ed  recently  "by  Dr-, 
H.  4..  C-leason, ,  .head  curator.    Vfork  on  the  g.rapcs  has.-D.ecn  i^jidertaken,  in 
conjunction  "With"  the  Fcv?  York  Exxjcriment.  S.tation  at  -G-onev.a,  he.  said.-  ■ 
"If  the  development     of  the  grapes,  he  said:   "It  is  not  at  all  i;iilikely 
that  the  commercial  v.alue  of  the  work  of  Dr^  A..,B.  Stout,  director  of 
the  garden^  s  lahoratories ,  will  exceed;  .the  entire  cos"t  of  the  garden, 
dm-ing  the  forty  years  of  its  history." ..  .The  g^^owth  of  the  herlDarim 
at  the  garden  "by  more  than  .41,000.  .specimens,  during  the  past  year,'  Dr. 
G-leaLV on  said, -.has' ■"made  it;  the  .largest  ^collection  of /press  and  classi- 
fie-d  plants  to  "b.e  found  uiider  single •  management  .any;-7here  in  this  coun-^. 
try.  *  It  now  contains;' 1,  887,  389  specimens...    (.ilew  York  -Times. } - 

Funds  for "v  ■   'Two  gift s.  to  the  Commonwealth  .Fund  totaling . 
Rural  Work-        $8,000,000  "by  3^-dv7ard^  S  .  .Earicness,  :  its  president,  were 

revealed  recently  in  the  annual  report  of  the  organiza- 
tion for.  1937.,.  .  Temporarily  the  income  from..^_ $.3, 000,000  is  to  he  used 
for  the  development  of  r'oral  hospita.ls.  .•^ The.:; outlay,:  according  to  the 
report,  v;as  primarily  for  tno  provision  of  .rural  coraminity  hospitals, 
the  .encouragem.ent  of  rural  puhlic  health,  services. .and.  the  improvement, 
of  medical  research,  teaching  andgprofessional  education..  (Press.) 

Ru-ral     _  .         .  Daily  average  sales  .of-,, ^e.iieral  mcrc^iandiso  in  small 

Sales  tovms  and  rural  areas  for  Bcccm'^Dor.:  were  aDout  :  3  percent 

..  "below  Docei.-her  1936,  who.n.; rural  sales  gr/e. re  the  largest 

on  record,  acco,rdin;g  to  estimates  o,f  .: the  Department  of '..Comnorcc .  Tot-al 
sales  for  the  year     ere  abo\it -6  percent  .ahqve ..the SG',..f or  1936  and  22  l/2 
percent  ahove  1955,    out  were  still  2  l/2  percent  "below  1929,  when  the 
index  f figure    was  125  for  the  year,  the  report  said.  (Press.) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 


Vol.  LXYIII,  ITo.  15  Section  1  January  21,  1938 

SCOl\iOr.iIC  World  economic  cooperation,  as  a  war  cure,  was  ad- 

COOPExIaTION'       vocated  "by  speakers  "before  yesterday's  session  of  the 

Conference  on  the  Cause  and  Cure  of  vVar,  an  organization 
of  eleven  associations  representing  7,000,000  women  throughout  the 
country.    Throughout  the  addresses  and  discussions,  approval  and  praise 
were  given  to  the  administration'-s  reciprocal  trade  treaty  policy  as  a 
program  of  international  cooperation.     In  an  address  upon  "Peaceful 
Change,"  James  T.   Shotwell ,  Professor  of  History  at  Columhia  University, 
urged  the  formation  of  a  "house  of  economic  planning"  at  Geneva  in  which 
problems  of .world  welfare  would  he  studied  "in  the  interests -of  all." 
(New  York  Times. ) 


MEXICAN  "United  States  Ambassador  Josephus  Daniels  expressed 

TARIPP  to  officials  of  tne  Mexican  Government  yesterday,  'both 

great  surprise  and  regret'  that  Mexico  had- raised  her 
tariffs    yesterday  from  100  to  200  percent  on  major  articles  of  import 
from  the  United  States,"  reports  Prarik  L.  Kluciznorji,   in  a  Mexico  City 
wireless  to  the  New  York  Times.    "'If  this  policy  should  endure,   it  would 
be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Buenos  Aires  conference,  which  our 
State  Department  supports  and  Mexico  pledged  itself  to  support,'  he  said 
later  at  a  press  conference.     The  Ambassador  remarked  that  he  did  not 
believe  the  new  tariffs  aimed  directly  at  the  United  States.     But  he 
conceded  90  percent  of  the  imports  affected  (on  a  volume  basis)  came 
from  the  United  States,  as  compared  to  the  United  States'   63  percent 
share  of  Mexican  imports  in  1937  " 

WEATHER  FORS"  Improved  weather  forecasting  service  v/ould  go  far 

CASTING  SERVICE    toward  reducing  this  c country ' s  $50,000,000  average 

annual  flood  toll,  the  National  Rivers  and  riarbors 
Congress  was  told  yesterday  by  Merrill  Bernard,  chief  of  the  Weather 
Bureau  river  and  flood  division.     "Unf  ort^unately , "  he  added,   "this  must 
await  the  time  when  funds  are  available  to  establish  necessary  additional 
hydrologic  and  river  gauging  stations  on  tributary  basins  making  up  the 
major  river  systems,  the  cost  of  which  will  prove  negligible  when  com- 
pared with  the  resulting  reduction  in  loss  of  life,  human  misery  and 
property  damage."    Bernard's  address  at  the  opening  of  the  two--day 
conference  followed  presentation  of  conflicting  views  on  President 
Roosevelt's  regional  planning  proposal.     (Washington  Post.) 
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IT.H.  Animal  New  England  Hoiiiesuead  (January  15)  says  editorially: 

Nutrition  "The  award  of  a  special  grant  of  $2,000  oy  the  Carnegie 

Institution  of  Washington  for  the  continimtion  of  the 
New  Hariipshire  Experiment  Station's  experiments  in  aniuial  nutrition  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  is  indeed  a  fitting  tribute  for  work  T/ell  done.  The 
grant  makes  possible  the  maintenance  of  the  experiments  conducted  there 
"by  Prof.  E.  G-.  Ritzman  in  the  metabolism  of  farm  livestock.    These  in- 
vestigations were  begion  in  cooperation  with  Dr.  E.  G-.  Benedict  of  the 
Carnegie  Institution  in  1918,  and  have  attracted  the  intoreat  of  scien- 
tists througiiout  the  world.    Visitors  from  a  score  of  foreign  countries 
have  com.e  to  Durham  to  study  the  type  of  inexpensive  respiration  cham- 
ber and  other    oquipment  used,,," 

4-H  Club  The  Los  Angeles  County  (California)  Earm  B^oreau 

Building  Monthly  (January)     reports  that  "the  CaJifornia  State 

Eair  Board  is  ready  to  go  ahead  with  construction  of  the 
new  $200,000  4-H  Club  building  on  the  state  fair  grounds,  one  of  the 
most  complete  structures  of  its  kind  in  the  United  Stated, ,  ..The  new 
building  will  contain  a  total  area  of  74,620  square  feet,  of  which  46,- 
016  sq'aarc3  feet  will  be  ^iven  over  to  livestock  and  6,767  square  feet 
to  poultry. .  .The  4-H  club  miem.bership  in  California  is  now  in  excess 
of  11,000..." 

Farmers'  The  Earmer  (St.  Paul,  January  15)  contains  "They 

Records  Keep  Records  and  Like  Them"  by  William  T.  Eoley.  A 

note  says:  "In  1936,  152  farmers  who  kept  records  in 
cooperation  with  the  Minnesota  Colle:::e  of  AgTiculture  had  average  re- 
ceipts of  $7,504.    The  50  m.ost  profitable  farms  averaged  $9,916.  One 
of  the  cooperatin;-:  farmers  says  that,  as  a  result  of  the  study  of  his  .- 
enterprise  as  revealed  by  his  books,  he  was  able  to  increase  the  earn- 
ings of  his  farm  by  $1,400  a  year." 

Potash  Aids  '    "Potash  fertilizer  applied  with  cultivator  attachments 

Corn  Yield         to  northern  lov/a  soil  last  sunir.er  brought  about  corn 
.    yield  increases  averaging  20  bushels  per  acre,   it  is 
reported  by  Bruce  Kilpatrick,  Iowa  Extension  Service  agronomist,"  says 
Wallaces'  Earmer  (January  15).     "The  fertilizer  formula  used  was  0-0-50 
and  the  application  rate  was  200  pounds  per  acre.    The  tests  were  m/ide 
on  experim.ental  demonstration  plots  on  farms  in  nine  counties.  'The 
highest  yield  increases  were  recorded  on  two  hot  alkali  plots,  wnere 
corn  yield  jumped  47  bushels  per  acre, '  Kilpatrick  said.     In  general, 
the  net  profit"  over  cost  of  the  fertilizer  was  $7.45  an  acre,  fig-aring 
marketable  corn  at  50  cents  a  bushel  and  unmarketable  corn  at  2d  cents 
a  bushel.    The  increase  in  net  profit  was  not  due  to  yield  increase 
alone,  Kilpatrick  pointed  out.     Much  of  it  was  due  to  the  improvcm.ent  ' 
in  grain  quB^lity  and  red^iced  moisture  content,  ••" 
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Dr.  .Stanley  Election-  of  Er.  Louise  Stanley,   chief  of  the  B^Jireau 

Elected  to  QrBA    of  Home  Economics,,  to  the  hoard  of  trustees  of  G-roup 

Health  Association,  Inc.,  waS  announced  recently,  says 
a  report  in  the  Washington  Post,     Dr.  Stanley  becomes  the  first  offi- 
cial of  GHA,  v/hose  .health  clinic  was  la-onched  at  1328  I  Street  North- 
west, last  Hovemher  1,   chosen  from  outside  the  ranl^s  of  the  Federal 
Home  Loan  Banl-:  Board.    More  than  500  Agriculture  •  employees  have  applied 
for  membership  in  the  association^  425  of  v/hora  already  have  been  accept- 
ed.    Dr.  Henry  Rolf  Brown,  clinic  director,  reported  there  now  arc 
1,156  paid-up  members,  exclusive  of  the  425  Agri.culture  Y/orkers  yet  to 
bo  signed  up.     Of ^  this  total,  203  are, .Social  Security  Board  personnel, 
62  are  with  the  BuraJ  Electrification  Administration  and  the  remainder 
are  employees  of  the  Eederal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board,   chiefly  its  main 
"onit,  the  Homo  Owners'  Loan  Corporation, 

Congress,  Tlie  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  ant i lynching 

Jan.  19  bill. (H.H.  1507)  (pp.  1018-1059). 

The  House  continued  general  debate  on  the  Naval  Appropriation  Bill 
for  1939'(H.Il.  8993)   (pp.  1043-1075). 

Hearings  anno-gnced  (pp.  .  1075-1076)  :•  Coiriraittee  on  Roads  will  hold 
public. hearings  on  H.R.  8838,  to  amend  the  Federal  Aid  Highway  Act  and 
related  proposals,  Tuesday,  January  25,  at  10  a,ra»;  Committee  on  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce  continues  hearings  on  S.  69,  train  lengths 
bill,  Thursday,  January  20,  at  10  a.m. 

Item  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  legislative  program 
of  the  National  Farmers '  Union  ,( inserted  by. Mr.  Wliite  of  Idaho)  (pp.1082 
1083).     (Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Financet) 

Expansivity  Charles  G.  Weber  and  Martin  N.V.  C-eib,  working  in 

of  Paper  the  paper  section  of  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards 

in  cooperation  with  a  lithographic  foundation,  have  de- 
veloped a  relatively  simple  method  of  measuring  the  expansivity  of 
paper  for  a  wide  range  of  atmospheric  humidities,  the  Department  of 
Commerce  announces.     Specimens  of  pamper  are  mounted  under  tension  in 
a  cabinet  in  which  humidity  is  controlled  by  salt  solutions.  Changes 
of  le^igth.  of  paper  are  measured  with  an  optica^l  lever,  and  the  hygro- 
metric  conditions  around  the  paper  are  determined  with  a  wet  and  dry 
bulb  hygrometer,     (New  York. Times.) 

Pegged  Senator  Schwartz  of  Wyoming  said  recently  that  the^- 

Wool  Prices  ,     Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation,  cooperating  with 

wool^  producers  and  dealers,  was  completing  plans  to  set 
up  a  $10,000,000  corporation  to  Set  at  81  cents  a  pound  the  Boston  de- 
livered price  of  scoured  wool.     (A. P.) 
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Length  of  ,  R.  C.  Smith  of  Indianapolis,  regional  director  of 

Farm  Teniire        the  Farm  Security  Administration,  told  farm  landlords  at 

the  Purdue  agricultural  conference  recently  that  "by  initi- 
ating a  longer  tenvire  system  they.^not  'only  would  increase  the  value  of 
their  products,  says'  a'Lafayette  report  "by  the  Associated  Press,  Smith 
said  nearly  a  million  farm  families  in  the  co'ontry  have  no  permanent 
homes,   since  March  1,'  each  year, -  finds  them  moving  to  another  farm. 
With  this  prospect  staring  him  in  the  face  each  year,'  the;  tenant  farmer, 
Mr.  Smith  said,  loses  sight  of  the  value  of  soil  conservation,  good  mrt^ 
agom^ent  and  maintenance  of  e.quipment  in  his  desire  to  make  a  litt-le  m.oney 
and  feed  his  family,     "With  each  successive  move,  "  Smith  declared,'  "the  • 
tenant  often  finds  himself  a  poorer  farm  ruined  "by  the  former  tenant.' 
By  the  same  token,  the  landlord  finds  his  farm  losing'  value  as  each  sue-' 
ceoding  tenant  tal^es  up  his'  March  1  migration,  ■  Both  landlord  and  tenant 
lose  "by  this  system.     (Salt  Lake  Tribune',  Jan.  12.)  • 

Cotton  Some  report  hy  the  Associated  Press  says  Mussolini'' 

Substitutes        is  pinning  faith  to  the  nrulherry  tree  to  help  reduce  • 

•  .         Italy's;  use  of  foreign  cotton.    With  cotton  growr.  in 
Ethiopia,  substitutes  miade  from  the  mulberry  tree  and  the  ramie-  peren- 
nial, he  hopes  to  find  a  subst itute  ' f or  about'  15  percent  of  needs. 
Prom  ramie  still  more  is  expected.     These  t?/o  sources  are  in  addition 
to  substitutes  made  from  cellulose.    The  "new  fibre  made  from  mulberry 
bark  is  called  "gelsofil" .     The  economic  self-sufficiency  drive  has  also 
brought  to  light  a  new '"'product  known  as  sodolin — a.  chemical  mechanical 
fusion  of  hemp  and  cotton.         (Memphis  Comjnercial  Appeal,  Jan.  16.) 

Spring  vs.  "Of  interest  to  tree  planters  in  the  Krthern  States 

Pall  Trees         ■  s-J^e  two',  findings  just  reported  by  the  Lake  States  Porest 

Experiment  Station  of  the  Porest  Service  at  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,"  says  E.  L'.  Harris,  agricult-jjral  editor.  University  of  Min- 
nesota,  in  Country  Gentleman  (February) .     "One  is  that  spring-planted 
trees  show  a  much  g're'ater  survival  than  those  planted  in  the  fall  and 
that  with  fall-planted  trees  the  chances  of  survival  are  much  greater 
on  light  and  medium  soils  than  on  heavy  soils.     The  second  finding  of 
interest  in  the  northern  areas  was  that  tree  seedlings  grown  from  seed 
brought  in  from  distant  areas,  especially  from  the  South,   do  not  with- 
stand northern  winters  nearly  as  well  as  seed  of  local  origin..." 

Seed  Cleaning  "So  great  is  the  demand  for  seed  cleaning  and  seed 

and  Treating      treating  in  western  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 

that  a  seed  company  which  built  a  machine  last  year  to 
do  this  work  for  .farmers  is  building  several  m^ore  machines  for  custom 
use  among  farmers  this  year,"  says  Parm  Journal  (February).     "As  farm-  . 
grown  oats  and  v\[heat  go  through  the  machine,  it  takes  out  weeds  and 
chaffy  kernels,  tlien  treats  the  seed  with  a  comjnercial  dust  to  control 
smut  disease.    The  farmers  pay  11  or  12  cents  a  bushel.    Treatment  in- 
creases  oat  yields  as  much  as  20  bushels  per  acre." 
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El'.^PLOYlvIMT  A  statement  emphasizing  the  Tonemiplo^Tnent  situation 

ON  PAEMS  in  the  Iviiddle  West  and  listixig  what  he  considers  some  of 

the  ohstacles  to  emplo5T:nent  and  "business  expansion  was 
sent  yesterday  to  the  Senate  Comirdttee  on  Unemployment  "by  George  H. 
Davis,  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States.  "In 
the  testimony  received  "by  your  comjnittee  it  is  apparent  that  alm.ost  all 
of  the  uner.ployment  information  dealt  with  industrial  regions,"  wrote 
Mr.  Davis.     "Such  figui'es  alone  do  not  portray  the  entire  situation. 
Agricultijre  seems  to  be  the  part  left  out  of  the  picture."  Estim.ates 
gathered  by  the  chamber  indicate  that  about  3,000,000  are  employed, 
either  part  or  full  tim.e,  on  the  approximately  7,000,000  farr.s  in  the 
United  States.  (Press.) 

BRITISH  '         "While  the  stimulation  of  exports  of  American  agri- 

TRADE  PACT         cultural  products  to  the  United  Kingdom  resulting  from  . 

a  satisfactory  reciprocal  trade  agroemiCnt  v/ith  ilbreat 
Britain  is  "the  crux  of  the  trade  agreement  problem.,"  many  obstacles 
stand  in  the  way  of  concluding  the  negotiations,  according  to  the  cur- 
rent report  of  the  Poroign  Policy  Association.     The  report,  written  by 
James  i^ederick  G-reen  with  the  aid  of  the  associat  ion.' s  research  sta.ff, 
states;  "Willingness  to  negotiate  a  trade  agreement  with  the  United. 
States  marks  not  only  the  first  large-scale  revision  of  the  Ottav/a  sys- 
tem, but  also  a  reversal  of  British  commercial  policy.    The  incorpora-  . 
tion  of  the  colonial  empire  in  the  preference  system  gives  credence  to 
the  arguments  of  Fascist  countries  that  owner s'hip  of  colonies  is  more 
valuable  than  theoretical  rights  to  the  open  door."  (press.) 


I/iARYLAND  Dr.  H.  C.  Byrd,  president  of  the  U^^i^gg^jJgVn'^Corl-^S 

COLLEGE  GIPT      land,  yesterday  announced  Charles  E.  McManus,  presi^eiit  of 

Seal  Company,  had  given  the  university  farm  properties 
valued  at  more  than  $1,000,000,   says  a  College  Park  .report  by  the  Asso- 
ciated Press.    The  property,  known  as  Spring  Hills  Pann,  is  nearCockeys- 
ville,  about  18  miles  north  of  Baltimore.     Dr.  Byrd  said  the  only  con- 
dition attached  to  the  gift  was  that  the  property  or  funds  obtained 
from  its  sale  be  used  solely  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture.    He  said 
most  of  the  poultry  plant  equipment  at  the  farm^  would  be  transferred  to 
College  Park  to  become  part  of  the  university  experiment  station  devoted 
to  research  and  teaching. 
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Michigan  Dr.  Hobert  S.  Shaw,  president  of  Michigan  State 

Research  i\ind      College,  recently  announced  that  a  $500,000  trust  en- 
dowment for  agricultural  research  had  been  established 
for  the  college  by  the  Horace  H.  Rackham  and  Mary  A.  Racldiam  fund. 
Firot  utilization  of  the  fund,  Dr.  Shaw  indicated,  will  be  the  financ- 
ing of  study  in  the  development  of  industrial  uses  for  farm  waste  prod- 
ucts.    (Chicago  Tribune,  January  15.) 

Advertising  A  million  dollar  advertising  f\md  to  stimulate 

Meat  Eating       Araerica's  declining  taste  for  meat  was  recommended  re- 
cently to  the  American  National  Live  Stock  Association 
by  Thomas  E.  Wilson  of  Chicago,  chairman  of  the  board  of  V/ilson  and 
Company.    Wilson  told  the  association's  first  annual  convention  that 
the  average  American  now  eats  only  120  pounds  of  meat  a  yeat,  compared 
with  an  average  of  137  pounds  in  the  last  35  years.    The  average  consump- 
tion,  he  said,'  from  1901  to  1910,  was  146  pounds.     Robert  A.  Wright, 
president  of  the  Western  Canada  Livo  Stock  Union,  Saskatchewan,  assert- 
ed that  Canadian  cattlemen  were  willing  to  help  avoid  "occasional  gluts 
of  Canadian  fat  or  half  fat  cattle"  which  occur  "at  one  or  tv/o  of  your 
markets".    Both  nations,  he  contended,  are  suffering  from  the  want  of 
trade  agreements  that  are  "equally  fair  and  satisfactory".  (Chicago 
^Tribune,  Janmry  15.) 

Auxins  for  Dr.  Erank  Thonm,  v^riting  in  Science  News  Letter 

Plants  (January  22)  on  the  effect  of  hormones  on  plants,  says 

in  part:  "Already  one  of  these  plant  hormones  is  in  wide- 
spread use  am.ong  gfirdeners  and  nurserymen,  to  make  roots  form  on  cut- 
tings of  such  valued  woody  plants  as  holly,  yew,  lemon,  etc.,  which 
ordinarily  are  very  stubborn  about  throwing  out  roots  and  wjst  be  propa- 
gated much  more  expensively  by  grafting,  or  gi'own  from  seed  without 
certainty  as  to  quantity  or  quality  of  the  product.    Another  possible 
use,  demonstrated  thus  far  only  in  a  scientist's  greenhouse,  is  spray- 
ing hormones  into  unpollinated  flowers  of  tomatoes  a.nd  other  plants, 
whjjccio.  then  produce  fruits  completely  without  seeds.    Commercial  appli- 
cation of  this  very  recent  discovery  will  depend  on  finding  ways  of 
treating  large  numbers  of  flowers  rapidly  and  cheaply.     Some  of  the 
experimental  results  s.re  making  roots  grow  from  leaves  and  even  from^ 
petals  of  flowers. • .Several  chemical  manufacturing  concerns  have  the 
material  (hctcro-auxin)  on  the  market.     It  is  offered  under  a  variety 
of  trade  nam.es  (patented)  but  its  chemxical  name  is  indole-3-acetic  acid. 
Under  that  name  its  retail  price  is  about  $3  a  gram.    That  malces  it 
rather  expensive.  •  .but  a  little  of  the  horm.one  goes  a  long  way;  plants 
react  to  dilutions  as  thin  as  one  part  in  several  millions. There  are 
three  kinds  of  auxins  thus  far  known,  called  respect ivoly  auxin  a, 
auxin  b,  and  hetero-auxin.    Hetoro-auxin  is  the  one  that  has  been  iden- 
tified as  the  chemical  indole-3-acet ic  acid  and  is  now  sold  to  nursery-  . 
men  and  laboratory  workers  with  plants." 
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Senate,  /  .•  The  Senate  continued  debate  on  the  an ti, lynching  Dill 

Jan.  20  (H.ll.  150?)  (pp.  1091-1112).  --^ 

Mr,  Truman  inserted  in  the  Record  a  radio  interview  with  lix ,  Hayden, 
during  which  he  discussed  the  T ruinan-Kayden  amendment  to  H.H.  8838,  to 
amend  the  Federal  Hi ghwa^"  Act,  which  provides  that  after  January  1,  1940, 
no  state  shall  receive  federal  a  id  for  road  construction,  unless  it  has 
enacted  a  five-point  program  looking  to  i;niform  mot  or- vehicle  laws  through- 
out the  United  States.    The  amendment  is  also  printed  in  the  Record 
(pp.  1113-1114), 

.Both  Houses  received  a  message  from  the  President,  transmitting  (in 
accordance  with  Con.  Res,  24,  75th  Oo.ng.)  a  report  on  Alaska — Its  Reso^orces 
and  Development,  prepared  as  one  of  a  scries  of  regional  planning  studies 
by  the  National  Resources  Committee  (H.Doc.  485)  (pp.  1114,  1151-1152). 

House,  The  House  continued  debate  on  the  Naval  Appropriat ion 

Jan.  20  Bill  for  1939  (H.R.  C093)  (pp . 1116-1143) .     Speeches  made 

.   during  debate  on  the  bill:  by  Mr.  Maas,  favoring  develop- 
ment of  a  new  ai rport  for  Washington  and  opposing  Grravelly  Point  and  the 
Hoover  Airport  as  sites  (pp .  1117-1118)  ;  by  Lir .  Lord,  opposing  the  farm 
bill  and  the  wages-and-hours  bill  (pp.  1118-1119);  by  Mr.  Pace,  favoring 
immediate  pajonent  of  the  {jil 30, 000,000  appropriated  for  pr i ce -a d.j us t me nt 
payqaents.  to  cotton  producers  (  pp  .1119-1120)  . 

The  conference  report  on  H.R.  8730,   to  amend  the  National  Housing 
Act »  was  submitted  to  the  House.    The  bill  a.s  amended  by  the  conference 
committee  and  a  statement  explaining  the  changes  made  by  the  committee 
are  printed  in  the  Record  (pp.  1144-1151). 

The  House  received  the  annual  report  of  the  Rural  El e c t r i f i cat i on 
Administration  for  1937;  referred  Comi.iittee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce  (p.  1152).    ^.     ...  . 

House  committee  hearings  announced  (p.  1152):  Committee  on  Roads, 
January  25,  H.R.  8838,  to  amend  the  Federal  Aid  Highway  Act ;  Coimittee 
on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Comjrierce,  January  21,  S.  69,  train- lengths 
bill;  Committee  on  Buildings  and  G-roi:u-ids,  January  21,  H.R.  ^016,  Wash- 
ington Airport .  ,  ■ 

Item  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  letter  from  Home  Owners' 
Loan  Corporation  to  the  Spealier,  answering  charges  made  by  the,.  G-eneral 
Accounting  Office,   in  its  annual  re^jort ,  of  "unwillingness  of  the  offi- 
cials to  provide  adequate  accounting  records  and  to  malie  a  full  and  com- 
plete accounting  for  the  funds  of  the  Corporation"'  (inserted  by  Mr, 
Cochran)  (pp.  1167-1168).     (Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 
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Senate,  The  Senate  continued  delDate  on  the  ant  1  lynching 

Jan.  21  bill  (K.R.  1507)   (pp.  1172-1197).    Majority  Leader  Bark- 

ley  announced  that,  "beginning  Monday,  he  will  ask  the 
Senate  to  convene  at  11  a.m.     and  to  sit  at  night  in  order  to  speed 
action  on  the  "bill. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  reported  out  with 
an  amendment  S.J.Hes.  239,  authorizing  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  to 
ma].ie  an  investigation  of  the  Tonneesoo  Valley  Authority  (p.  1171), 

Mr.  McKellar  submitted  an  amendment  which  he  intends  to  propose  to 
the  Independent  Offices  Appropriation  Bill  preventing  pa^Tnent,  from 
any  appropriation  contained  in  the  "bill,  of  the  salary. of  any  person 
.(not  already  an  employee  of  the  G-overnment)  receiving  $4,000  or  more, 
unless  such  person  is  appointed  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,     (p.  1171). 

The  Senate  recessed  until  Monday,  Jan^aary  24, 

House,  The  House  passed  H.J. Res.  571  (reported  from  the 

Jan.  21  Appropriations  Corrjnitt ee  earlier  in  the  day)  m.aking  ap- 

propriations available  for  administration  of  the  Sugar 
Act.  of  1937  ($39,750,000)  and  for  crop  production  and  harvesting  loans 
(malting  funds  already  appr opri at ed  available  through  the  fiscal  year 
1939). (pp.  1198-1200).    Mr.  Luther  A.  Johnson  later  spoke  very  briefly, 
favoring  the  crop  loans  provided  for  in  this  measure  (p.  1225), 

•..The  House  agreed  to  the  conference  report  on  H.R.  8730,  to  amend 
the  Hat i onal  Housing  Act  (pp.  1223-1225),  . 

The  House  passed  the  Naval  Appropriation  Bill  for  1939  (H.R.  8993) 
(pp.  1200-1223) .  . 

The  legislative  program  for  the  House  next  week,  as  announced  by 
Majority  Leader  Rayburn,  is  as  follows:  Monday,  District  of  Columbia 
day;  Tuesday,  omnibus  private- claims  bill;  Wednesday,  calendar  of  com- 
mittees; Thursday  and  Friday,  District  of  Col-ombia  Appropriation  Bill 
(p.  1228). 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday,  January  24, 

Items  of  particular  interest  in  the  appendix:  radio  address  by  Mr.  Rams 
peck  (Chairmian  of  House  Civil  Service  Committee)  on  the  National  Radio 
Forum.,  January  17,   "The  Merit  System"  (pp.  1251-1253);  address  by  Mr, 
McClellan  before  Mississippi  Valley  Flood  Control  Association,  January 
19,   "Floods— Their  Prevention  and  Control"  (pp.  1255-1256).  (Prepared 
by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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FARM  BILL  rarm  "bill  conferees  agreed  yesterday  to  make  ^overn*- 

aGRESMENT  ment  loans  mandatory  on  corn,  wheat  and  cotton  under  the 

ever-normal  granary  program, ' whenever  prices  of  these 
crops  drop  "below  fixed  levels,  says  an  Associated  Press  report.  Senator 
Smith,  South  Carolina,  said  the  loans  would  operate  only  if  farmers,  in 
a  referendum,  had  approved  acreage  and  marketing  control  rules.  He 
said  the  cotton  loan  would  operate  when  prices  were  52  percent  of  the 
parity  value  or  less.     Cotton  loans  would  start  at  8.35  cents  a  pound, 
he  said.    Wheat  loans  would  be  ordered  when  prices  were  52  percent  of 
parity.     The  present  parity  price  of  wheat  is  $1.16  a  bushel.  Corn 
loans  would  operate  v/hen  prices  were  75  percent,  or  less,  of  parity. 
At  present  parity  for  corn  is  85  cents  a  bushel. 


SCIENCE  TO  An  age  of  super-scientific  traffic  safety  miracles 

AID  TRAFFIC        twenty-five  to  fifty  years  in  the  future,  when  automobiles 

will  automatically  dry  off  wet  pavements,  and  photo- 
electric cells,  infra-red  rays  and  short-'wave  radio  will  make  accidents 
"impossible,"  was  predicted  last  night  by  Dr.  Millar  McClintock  of 
Harvard  University  and  Professor  John  M.  Lessells  of  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.    Dr.  McClintock,  director  of  the  bureau  of 
street  traffic  research  at  Harvard,, described  a  highway  of  the  future, 
designed  with  a  dividing  center  line,  with  grade  separations  at  cross- 
ings and  with  marginal  obstructions  eliminated.     Professor  Lessells 
described  the  "hazard  zone  of  motoring"  — the  slippery  surfaces  of  V7et 
pavement  on  v/hich  even  the  best  brakes  cannot  hold.     To  eliminate  tnis 
hazard  he  predicted  "that  some  way  will  soon  be  found  to  give  us,  in 
effect,  a  battery  of  wiQdshield  wipers  under  the  car."  (Press.) 


FREIGHT  RATE  The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  completed  hear- 

HEARING-S  ings  yesterday  on  the  request  of  railroads  for  a  15 

percent  increase  in  freight  rates.     Oral  arguments  on 
the  case  will  begin 'next  Monday.     Briefs  were  ordered  filed  by  February 
9.     During  the  day,  major  steel  companies  asked  the  Commission  to  ex- 
empt iron  ore  if  the  15  percent  freight  rate  increase  asked  by  rail- 
roads were  granted.     (Associated  Press.) 


V/ORLD  TRADE  Declaring  that  world  peace  depends  upon  interna- 

tional trade,  Thomas  J.  Watson,  president  of  the  Inter- 
national Business  Machines  Corporation,  yesterday  praised  the  work  of 
the  government  in  "gradually  proving  to  the  world  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  through  proper  and  fair  trade  relations  between  countries." 
(Press. ) 
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Sulfones  ComlDat  Tlie  preparation  of  three  new  sulphitr  compounds, 

Bacteria  T/hich  tests  on  nice  iiave  shown  to  be  from  five  to 

thirty  times  as  good  as  sulfanilamide  for  com.'bating 
"bacterial  infection,  is  announced  in  the  currsjnt  issue  of  Public  Health 
Eeports,  published  weekly  by  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service.     The  com- 
pounds are  known  to  chemists  as  "sulfones".    The  throe  nev/  chemical  wcap 
ons  against  bacteria  are  described  by  Dr.  Hugo  Bauer,  research  associ- 
ate, and  Dr.  Sanford  M.  Rosenthal,   cenior  pharmacologist  of  the  divi- 
sion of  pharmacology,  National  Institute    of  Health,     One  of  these  now 
chemicals,  prepared  by  Drs.  Bauer  and  Ptoscnthal,  is  described  technic- 
ally as  a  formaldehyde  sulfoxylate  derivative  of  the  chemical  kno^Yn  as 
di-ami no-di phenyl- sulf one .     On  subcutaneous  injection,  the  report  states 
this  now  sulphur  compound  "has  a  therapeutic  index  approximately  five 
times  as  good  as  sulfanilamide  given  orally."    "Thi^  compound  is  of  in- 
terest," the  report  adds,  "in  that  it  is  the  first  water-soluble  prepara 
tion  that  we  have  obtained  with  high  therapeutic  activity,"  (Press.) 

Markets  for        ^        Sbuthern  exporters  of  bright  leaf  tobacco  are  seek- 
Bright  Tobacco  ■  ing  new  outlets  for  the  product  in  vicv/  of  the  elimina-  , 

tion  of  some  of  the  more  profitable  markets.  Traveling 
salesmen  are  developing  a  nev/  demand  in  South  and  Central  ALierica  and 
are  being  sent  into  the  Asiatic  field,  including  India,  notv/ithstanding 
that  couiitry^s  large  native  supply,  says  a  Danville,  Virginia,  report 
to  the  New  York  Tim.es.     Spain  lias  been  off  the  market  for  Virginia- 
Carolina  "bright s"'  since  the  war  there  began.    Her  tobacco  supplies 
have  been  met  by  taking  leaf  out  of  storage  and  sending  it  to  England 
to  be  manufactm'ed  int'o  cigarettes  and  pipe  tobacco.     Neither  China 
nor  Japan  has  purchased  tobacco  on  the  scmhern  markets  this  year  owing 
to  the  war  in  China,  nor  has  any  step  yet  been  taizen  for  the  replacement 
of  large  supplies  of  stored  leaf  on  the  wharves  at  Shanghai  destroyed 
by  bombs  or  by  fire.     The  German  Eeich,  which,  next  to  Great  Britain, 
was  the  largest  importer  of  ArnQVican  tobacco,  is  steadily  reducing  her 
import  demand  by  encouraging  home  cultivation  of  tobacco. 

U.S .-Brazilian  Joint  committees  of  American  and  Brazilian  business 

Trade  Study         men  have  been  formea,  the  State  Department  announced 

recently,  to  study  the  operation  of  the  reciprocal 
trade  agreements  betY/eeh  the  two  countries  and  to  report  to  their  re- 
spective  governments.    The  members  will  serve  for  tv/o  years.     The  an- 
nouncement said  the  new  committees  Y/ere  purely  private  organizations 
and  independent  of  the  governments.    A  Hie  de  Janeiro  cable  to  the  New 
York  Times  says  news  from  Washington  of  the  appointment  of  a  mixed 
Brazilian-American  trade  committee  was  receive^  there^^ladly .    The  ori- 
gin of  this  committee  was  tht  visit  of  Presideii^ySo  Brazil  in  1936. 
The  commmitee  will  be  coYnposed  of  two  Brazilians  appointed  by  President 
Vargas  and  two  Americans  appointed  by  President  Hoosevelt, 
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Plant  ■  Specimen  '  Specimens  of  plants  and  flowers  can  now  "be  pre- 

Freservation        served  in  all  tiieir  natm'a,l  color  a,nd  "beauty/,  acccord- 

■  ing- to' a' pat ent  J'oSt  granted  to  George  R.  Pessenden  ' 
01  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils,    Not  only  the  color  "but  the  nat^jxal 
tissue  structure  of  leaves,  petals  and  other  parts  of  plants  may  "be  pre- 
served just  as  they  appear  in  nature,  it  is  said.    Botanists  now' caji 
make  • .  iht  erna  t i  onal  exchange  s  o  f  such  spe  cimiens  and  s  t  i_idy  t  hem'  un do  r  t  he 
microscope  in  natural  -  color.     It  becomes  possible  to  mount  the  specimens 
in  films  so  that  they  can  he  projected  in  their  original  color  'and  natu- 
ral structure  on  large  screens.    The  report  in  the  New  York  Times  de- 
scribes the  method  of  preservation  and  moimting,  and  concludes The  new 
preservation  method,  it  is  professed,  overcomes  the  disadvantages  of 
hi'it tleness',  fragility  and  color  fading  exhibited  by  spocim^ens  mounted 
by  the  processes  heretofore  generally  used.  ■  Hho  inventor  dedicates  his 
invention  to  the  free  use  of  the  government. 

Examination  The  Civil  Service  Commission  announces,  the  follow- 

ing examination:  as3em.bled,  elevator  conductor,  $1,080, 
applications  miist  be  on  file  not  later  than  (,a)  Tebruary  14,  if  received 
from  states  other  than  those  n-amod  in  (b)  ;  (b)  ?ebr-aary  17,   if  received 
from  the  following  states:  Arizona,  California,   Colorado,  Idaho,  Mon- 
tana, Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  W^-shingt on,  -  Wyomdng.  . /  ' 

foreign  Trade  The  United  States  had  in  1937  a  favorable  balance 

Balance  of  about  $250,000,000  in  its  foreign  trade,  experts  of 

the  Depart m.ent  of  Corrmorcc  report.    This  is  more  tlian 
twice  as  large  as  the  $100,000,000  predicted  about  a  month  ago  by  Sec- 
retary Roper.    The  new  f ignore,  which  shov;s  that  d^jjring  the  year  the 
United  States    had  the  greatest  boom  in  international  business  since 
1930,  resulted  from  stimulation  of  sales  for  export  by  demands  for  arma^ 
ment  programs  abroad,  improved  economic  conditions  in  purchasing  nations, 
the  im.proved  domicstic  agricultural  sit-jation  and  other  factors,  the  ex- 
perts said.    Reciprocal  trade  agreements  were  stressed  as  a  helpful 
factor.    The  tentative  estimates  showed  for  1937  exports  arowid  $3,300,- 
000,000  and  imports  of  about  $3,050,000,000.    The  favorable  balance  of 
trade  in  1956  was  abput  $34,000,000,  the  smelliest  in  40  years.  (Press.) 

Wire  Ploors  K.  H.  Tucker,  of  the  New  Jersey  Experim.ent  Station, 

for  Calves         writes  in  Hoard's  Dairyman    (January  25)  on  "Raising 

Calves  on  Wire  Floors" ,    He  says  in  the  concluding  para-' 
graph:  "The  savings  of  labor,  bedding,,  etc.,  obtained  by  this  m^ethod 
are  of  course  very  important  but  are  relatively  smiall  when  compared  to 
the  improved  health,  greater  gains,  and  more  rapid  grov/th  of  the  calves. 
Cold,   danp  beds  cause  colds,  pne'omonia  and  some  t^^'pes  of  scours.  Ds^mp 
bedding  is  an  ideal  place  for  the  developm-cnt  of  bact eria, .  .V/e  are  find- 
ing wire  floors  a  great  "factor  in  helping  us  obtain  the  best  'conditions 
for  growth  and  development." 
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Hy'brid  Corn  A  Bloomington  Pantagraph  report  from  Ur"bana,  Illinois, 

in  Illinois        (janmry  14)  says  that  tne  greatest  developinent  of  recent 

years  in  the  Corn  Belt — hybrid  corn — proved  to  "be  the 
"best  attraction  and  most  discussed  suDject  at  the  annual  Parm  and  Home 
week  pro-am  that  "brought  a  registration  of  over  2,000  farmers  at  the 
College  of  Agriculture  recently.     It  v;as  the  drav/ing  card  that  "brought 
a  record  attendance  at  the  15th  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Crup  Im- 
provement Association,  whore  medals  were  distri"buted  to  a  score  of  men 
who  produced  over  100  hushols  of  corn  per  acre.    Estimates  that  half  the 
1936  Illinois  corn  crop  v/ill  "be  planted  with  hy"brid  seed  were  revised 
upward  in  majiy  private  contemplations  of  the  situation.    J.  L.  Hol^inson 
of  Io?/a  State  College,  one  of  the  speaiiers,  estimated  that  there  will  "be 
nearly  enough  hy"brid  seed  corn  to  plant  the  entire  Iowa  corn  acreage. 
In  only  a  year  or  so  there'll  do  a  surplus  of  hy'brid  seed,  "ne  said. 

Electric  A  completely  electric  farm  with  power  gadgets  do- 

Farming  ing.most  of  the  work  from  field  to  kitchen  promises  to  be 

one  of  the  most  interesting  exhibits  at  the  Hew  York 
World's  Ihir  in  1939,    The  electric  farm  will  be  operating  full  bla,st 
when  the  fair  opens,  with  crops  and  fruit  trees  growing,  and  dairy  cat- 
tle, poultry  and  bees  well  settled  in  their  ultramodern  abodes  in  the 
shadow  of  New  York's  skyline.    Kens  will  work  overtime  in  electrically 
lighted  laying  houses;  cov/s  will  be  fed,  v/atered  and  milked  by  elec- 
tricity,   Eotbeds,  electrically  hea-ted,  will  sprout  seeds  and  grow 
plants  which  later  will  bo  transplanted  into  a  garden  where  an  elec- 
trically operated  irrigation  system  will  keep  them  growing  at  fiill 
vigor,     (C,v7.  in  Co'cmtry  Home  Magazine,  Pebr-oary.) 

Sstiirating  "A  m.ethod  for  estimating  the  weights  of  beef  and 

Cattle  Weight    dual-purpose  cattle  by  the  use  of  heart-girth  meas-are- 

ments    has  recently  been  worked  out  by  Bradford  Knapp, 
Jr.,     of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,"  says  Thomas  H,  Bartilson, 
also  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  in  Country  Gentleman  (February). 
"The  method. consist  s  merely  of  measuring  the  girth  of  txie  animal  with 
a  steel  or  cloth  tape  at  the  point  of  smallest  circwference  j^JLst  back 
of  the  forelegs,  then  checking  the  indicp^ted  weight  for  that  m.easurement 
in  the  table.    The  animal  should  be  standing  sq-u-a.rely  on  all  four  feet, 
with  head  in  upright  position  when  the  m.easurement  is  taken,,, The  s^og- 
gested  weights  are. , .accurate  to  within  about  thirty  pounds,  close 
enough  to  provide  a  good  check  on  the  Y/eight  of  an  animal  v/hen  scales 
arc  not  availo.blo  or  when  it  is  inconvenient  to  use  thc-.m.     The  method 

c  cr w  ■ ,  .  fm'nishes  producers  .an  excellent 

means  of  c'hecking  the  progress  of  animals  in  the  feodlot  or  pasture  and 
livestock  extension  specialists  and  county  agents  a  handy  means  of 
checking  demonstration  cattle  as  frequently  as  desired  with  little 
trouble.    The  complete  tables  and  full  directions  for  their  use  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bui'eau  of  AnLnal  Industry." 
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?ARM  PAYMENT  Proposals  to  place  low  limits  on  suId sidy  checks 

LIMIT  SST  .going  to  large-scale  farmers  have  "been  discarded  in  favor 

of  a  $10,000  top,  legislators  working  on  a  nevv  farm  pro- 
gram announced  yesterday.     Chairman  Smith  of  the  Senate  ^ricultui^e 
Committee  said  it  was  agreed  to  increase  somewhat  the  size  of  the  checks 
to  the  "little  fellow."     The'  $10,000  limit  was  decided  upon  in  reconsid- 
ering an  earlier  decision  to  remove  all  limitations.     Mr.  Smith  said  the 
$10,000  top  would  apply  only  to  tne  amount  going  to  one  individual  or 
corporation.     Larger  payments  would  be  allowed,  he  said,  in  cases  v/here 
all  over  $10,000  was  passed  on  to  tenants  or  employes.     (Associated  Press.) 

REDUCS  BUEBER  A  Loiidon  report  by  the  Associated  Press  says  the 

EXPORT  Q,U0T^-S    International  Rubber  Regulation  Committee,  representing 

producers  of  99  percent  of  the  world's  supply,  yesterday 
reduced  permissible  rubber  e:cports  to  60  percent  of  basic  quotas  for  the 
second  quarter  of  1938.    A  quota  oi  70  percent  was  allowed  for  the  first 
quarter.     In  1934,  rubber  growers  agreed  on  a  limitation  plan  to  keep 
prices  up.     The  task  of  coordinating  supply  and  demand  was  turned  over  to 
the  international  com^nittee.     The  growers'  association  includes  members 
in  British  Malaya,  Hetherland  East  India,  Ceylon,  British  Borneo^  French 
Indo-China  and  British  India. 


G-SAIN  CO-OP.  Stockholders  of  tne  national  '^-rain  Corporation  voted 

DISSOLVED  yesteirday  to  dissolve  the  huge  grain-marketing  co-operative 

and  in  its  stead  set  up  area  and  regional  corporations  to 
"carry  on  without  interruption"   its  program.     V/.  C.  Home,  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
president  of  the  corporation,  said  the  corporation,   sponsored  by  the • 
Federal  Farm  Board  in  1929  and  financed  principally  v/ith  G-overnment  funds, 
would  be  liquidated.       (Associated  Press.) 


HERTY  PAPER  The  ^3-eorgia  Senate  yesterday  passed  a  measure  to 

FOUlxiDATIOil         create  the  Kerty  Foundation  for  the  promotion  of  forestry 

and  pulp  paper  industrial  development.     The  bill  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  five  trustees- by  the  G-overnor  to  take  over  the 
experimental  plant  and  laboratory  at  Savannah  which  was  developed  by  Dr. 
Charles  H.  Herty.     The  foundation  v/o "old  be  authorized  to  accept  donations 
from  any  State,  corporations  or  individuals  to  be  used  in  experiments  for 
the  development  of  industries  using  pine  pulp  as  raw  material •     (New  York 
T  ime  s . ) 


Vol.  LXVIII,  ITo.  18 


-  2  - 

Section  2 


Januarv  26,  1958 


Parm  Sales  With  local  farriers  creating  a  steady  demand  in  tiie 

At  Peak  fam  real  estate  market  d^orirxg  1937 j  the  12  Federal  land 

"banks  sold  15,280  farms,  slightly  exceeding  the  figure 
for  1935,  the  previous  peak  year.    This  was  shovjn  recently  in  a  state- 
ment "by  Deputy  C-overnor        Y,  Hill  of  the  Farm  Credit  Adrrlnistrat ion. 
Sales  in  1S37  amounted  to  $37,305,652  com.pared  with  555,227,778  d-aring 
the  previou.s  year.     "The  demand  for  farm^  land  apparently  ineroased  som.e 
what  during  the  year  as  indicated  "by  the  large  vol^ame  of  sales,  larger 
cash  down  payments,  and  sliglitly  higher  per  imit  prices,"  Deputy  (^uver- 
nor  Iriill  commented.     "Most  of  the  hank-owned  farms  were  sold  to  "oona 
fide  farmers  v/ho  expect  to  reside  on  the  property  and  maice  a  living 
there,    Tlie  demand  for  famil^^  sized  properties  is  the  most  significant 
factor  in  the  farm  real  estate  market;  and  this  is  a  favora'ble  indica- 
tion for  the  future  of  farm  ownership.     (FCA,  ilo.  9-17.) 

Senate,  The  Senate  continued  de'oate  on  trie  ant ilynchi ng 

Jan.  24  Dill  (H.R.  1507)   (pp.  1512-1550). 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Civil  Service  reported  with  amiendinent 
(S.iiept.  1511)  the  resolution  (S.Hes.  198)  to  investigate  the  adminis- 
tration and  operation  of  the  civil  service  laws  and  the  Classification 
Act  of  1925  (submitted  by  Mr.  Ellender  on  ITovemocr  18,  1957)  and  the 
resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commitoee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Con- 
tingent Expenses  of  the  Senate  (p.  12S6) . 

Mr.  IfiCKellar  addressed  the  Senate  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bridge's  criti- 
cism of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  last  Tuesday  in  a  speech  before 
the  Senate  (pp.  1237-1512), 
* 

Eouse,  Messrs.  Woo  drum  and  G-ifford  addressed  the  I-Iouse, 

Jan,  24  favoring  economy  in  G-overnLient  expenditiores  (pp.  1268--i 

1276) . 

Mr.  Lemke  inserted  in  the  Record  m.aterial  collected  by  Mr.  Edward 
E.  Kennedy,   of  the  wasnin^gt  on  F^rm.ers '  Service ,  which  favors  enactment 
of  legisla,tion  "to  malie  restitution  to  hog  producers  of  the  unjustly 
exacted  processing  taxes  on  hogs"  (pp.  1260-1264),' 

The  House  Committee  on  Irrigation  and  Heclamation  reported  with 
amendment  rl.J.Ees.  543,  to  authorize  an  appropriation  for  the  survey 
for  the  transmountain  diversion  of  waters  for  irri.^at ion,  domestic  and 
industrial  purposes,*  *  *  Colorado  (H.Pwept.  1710)  (p.  1235). 

The  riouse  received  fromi  the  President  a  supplemental  estim.ate  of 
of  appropriations(  $19, 700,000)  for  paym^ents  to  Federal  land  baniis  and 
to  the  Eederal  Earm  Mortgage  Corporation  on  account  of  reductions  in 
interest  rates  on  mortgages  "onder  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  22, 
1937;  referred  Com-mittee  on  Appropriations  (p.  1282)  (H.Boc.  436). 

*T"ne  Senate  Committee  on  AT.propriations  reportea  v/ith  am.endnents  the 
joint  resolution  (K.J. Res.  571)  making  appropriations  available  for  ad- 
ministration of  the  Sugar  Act  of  1957  and  for  crop  production  and  harve 
ing  loans  (S.Hept.  1512)  {-g.  1236). 


Vol.  LXVIII,  No.  18 


-  3  - 


January  26,  1958 


(Cong,  cont . ) 

Items  of  particular  interest  in  the  apperdix:  statement  by  Senator 
Thomas  of  Utah  explaining  the  international  su^ar  treaty  (pp .  1354- 
1357)  ;  article  "by  Charles  W.  Holman,  Secretary  of  the  national  Coopera- 
tive Milk  Producers'  Pedf3ration,  opposing  the  wagas-licurs  "bill  (insert- 
ed "by  I:Ir.  Mcllary)   (pp.  1357-1359);  extension  of  remarks  hy  I.Ir.  Troadway 
giving  his  views  on  the  tariff  question  (xjp.  1362-1363);  address  by  Mr, 
Fnittington  "before  Mississippi  Valley  Flood  Control.  Association,  Janu- 
ary 19,   "The  Hext  Step  in  Flood  Coi-trol  in  the  Lower  Mississippi  Valley" 
(pp.  1363-1364);  extension  of  remarks  of  Mr.  Stefan,  "We  Must  Safe^raard 
the  Market  for  American  Fats  and  Oils  Produced  from  Cotton,  Beef,  Hogs, 
and  Sheep"  (pp.  1365-1366);  extension  of  remarks  of  Mr.  Dockv/eiler, 
"Reforestation  in  Southern  California"  (pp.  1369-1370);  address  by  Mr. 
VQiittington  before  National  Hi  vers  and  Harbors  Congress,  January  20, 
"National  Flood  Control"  (pp.  1371-1374).     (Prepared  by  Office  of  B^adget 
and  Finance) . 

Pine  for  0.  K.  Armstrong,  v/riting  in  the  Co.jntry  G-ontleman 

Paper  (February)  on  "Pine  Into  Paper"  reports  that  "the  South- 

ern Pine  Pu.lpwood  Industry  nas  imposed  upon  itself  cut- 
ting and  conservation  rules  tliat  call  for  intelligent  reforestation, 
protection  of  young  trees  and  a  systematic  harvesting  of  tne  crop  of 
young  logs  that  preserves  the  soiirces  of  supply.    The  program  is  tied 
up  closely  with  that  of  Federal  and  state  govcrru-nents  to  encourage 
the  most  productive  use  of  land  and  oonservation  of  natural  reso^jirces. 
The  industry's  ciitting  and  conservation  rules  are  written  into  every 
contract  with  a  seller  of  pine,  binding  him  also  to  preserve  his  assets." 

People  on  The  January  ir>sue  of  Rural  America  contains  as  its 

the  Land  leading  article  "Tlie  People  on  the  Land"  by  Dwight  San- 

derson, Cornell  Universitj^    (address  at  the  National 
Rural  Form) .    The  concluding  paragraphs  say:  "I  believe  that  in  the 
future  we  shall  have  a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  on  the  land 
in  this  country  than  at  present.    The  increase  v;ill  not  come  chiefly 
in  the  farm  owner  class,  but  in  those  who  are  part-timiC  farmers  or  liv- 
ing on  the  land  as  a  preferred  place  of  residence,  or  as  farm  laborers. 
We  have  tended  to  think  of  rural  progress  in  terms  of  improving  the  con- 
ditions of  life  of  the  average  farm  owners,  and  although  they  will  al- 
ways be  the  leaders  and  v/ill  set  the  standards  of  cultm-e  of  their  com- 
munities, unless  more  attention  is  given  to  the  advancement  of  those 
who  aro  not  owners,   or  who  are  owners  of  smiall  subsistence  farms,  we 
shall  tend  to  develop  a  landed  gentry  and  a  rural  proletariat ,• .Because 
rural  population  and  wealth  are  drained  to  cities,  and  because  cities 
are  dependent  upon  the  co-untry  not  only  for  a  renewal  of  their  popLila- 
tion  and  its  vitality,  but  for  those  ideas  and  attitudes  which  come  from 
the  realistic  relations  of  rural  peeple  with  their  na^ucal  environment, 
there  is  every  reason  wiiy  the  present  trend  toward  the  developmient  of 
national  and  state  policies  for  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  rural 
life  should  be  continued, • ." 
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Wildlife  Field  &  Stream  (January)  says:  "Sometime  d^oring  . 

Conference         March,  federal  announcement  will  set  aside  the  first 

National  Wildlife  Week,  designed  to  "bring  home  to  the  . 
people  at  large  the  importance  of  Eestoring  and  conserving  the  country^ s 
7/ildlife  resources  and  their  environment.    The  program  v/ill  "be  given 
a  rousing  start  dui'ing  sessions  of  the  Third  Annual  North  American 
Wildlife  Conference,   scheduled  Fchruary  14  to  17  at  Baltimore.  Some 
3,000  persons ., ,will  convene.    The  National  Wildlife  Federation,  formed 
last  yea.r.,  will  hold  its  convention  along  with  that  of  the  conference 
proper,.,In  addition  to  attracting  conservation  workers  from  all  parts 
of  this  country,  the  conference  will  also  draw  sizable  delegations 
from  Canada  o-nd  Mezico." 

TVA  Fertilizer  ■         The  50  'cons  of  triple- superphosphate  sent  into  ITew 
Proves  Worth     "  Hampshire  "by  the  Terinessoe  Valley  Authority  and  used 

experimentally  on  600  acres  of  pasture  and  haylands, 
gave  state  farmers  $2  for  every  $1  spent  for  the  fertilizer  last  year, 
says  J.  L.  Haddock,   extension  agronomist  at  the  University  of  New 
Ham.pshire.     Since  the  results  of  the  1937  application  will  continue 
for  at  least  three  more  years,   the  83  farmers  who  ran  expcrim.ental 
plots  with  the  high-test  superphosphate  will  prohahly  reap  over  $4 
for  every  $1  invested  in  thi^j  plant  food,  Haddock  points  out.  The 
average  return  for  $4  spent  in  superphosphate  in  all  10  counties  of  the 
state  totaled  nearly  $8,  whJ.le  experiments  in  Belknap  County  showed 
that  for  every  $4  spent  for  this  plant  food  ^18  returned.    These  first 
year's  results  show  a  possibility  of  a  considerable  saving  in  the  use 
of  concentrated  fertilizers,  Haddock  said.    The  ordinary  superphosphate 
on  the  mark3"c  in  New  Hampshire  contains  but  16  or  20  percent  phosphoric 
acid.    The  TVA  suporphospha.te  carried  over  43  phosphoric  acid,  had 
practically  no  sulphur  or  gyps'om,  and  was  almost  completely  soluble. 
The  TVA  plant  food  was  applied  to  the  soils  at  the  rate  of  200  pounds 
to  the  acre.    The  farmers  who  cooperated  with  the  Hew  Hampshire  Experi- 
ment Station  applied  the  superphosphate  either  in  seeding  down  or  in 
top  dressing.    The  agronomist  reports  that  the  grea.test  returns  in 
last  year's  results  were  obtained  on  new  seeding  but  that  yields  from 
top  dressing  also  shov/ed  some  gains  when  the  suyjerphosphate  was  applied. 
(Manchester  Union,  January  18.) 

Styles  in  "Dairy  building  styles  are  changing,"  says  H.  A, 

Dairy  Houses        G-eorge  in  Capper's  Farm.er  (February).     "...The  old  t^-'pe 

group  consists  of  a  huge  barn  with  bulging  roof  to  add 
mow  capacity,  a  mdlk  house  and  one  or  more  silos  as  needs  demand.  The 
new  type  group  is  composed  of  a  1-story,  fireproof  barn,  a  milk  house 
conveniently  located,  a  hay  keeper  for  chopped  roughage  and  the  neces- 
sary silos.    The  hay  chopper  has  m£ide  the  change  feasible.  Owners 
have  long  recognized  the  mow  of  loose  hay  as  one  of  the  farm's  greatest 
fire  hazards  but  they  saw  no  practical  way  to  eliminate  it.     Some  of 
them  made  the    lower  story  of  the  barn  fireproof  by  using  stone,  brick, 
tile  or  concrete  for  foundation  walls  and  concrete  for  ceiling  and  hay- 
mow floor. . •" 
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FARM  BILL  .  Chairman  Smith  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agricul- 

AG-HEEMENT  ture  said  yesterday  that  conferees  had  agreed  to  limit 

■administrative  costs  of  the  new  farm  program  to  3  per- 
cent of  the  sums  available  and  to  pay  $1,800,000  to  members  of  a  1933 
government  cotton  pool.     Members  of  the  joint  Senate  and  House  committee 
which  is  trying  to  reconcile  differences  in  the  farm  bills  passed  by 
each  branch  said  they  were  in  agreement  on  all  major  provisions.  In 
placing  a  limit  on  administrative,  expenses  ,  the  group  followed  the 
Senate  bill  provision,  limiting  expenditures  to  1  percent  at  headquarters 
here  and  2  percent  in  the  field.     (Associated  Press.) 


KECIPROCAL  A  trade  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 

TRADE  PACTS        Britain,  in  the  hands  of  which  nations  lies  "the  power 

of  initiative"  in  leading  the  world  in  removal  of  trade 
barriers,  "would  tend  to  reduce  the  barriers  to  trade  over  a  large  part 
of  the  world,"  J.  A.  McLeod,  president,  said  last  ni^^ht  at  the  106th 
annual  meeting  of  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia,  says  a  Halifax  report  by  the 
Canadian  Press.     "Now  that  the  recovery  in  trade  appears  for  the  moment 
to  have  been  interrupted,"  he  continued,  "it  is  more  important  than 
ever  that  further  steps  should  be  talien  to  lower  the  barriers  which  still 
obstruct  the  flow  of  goods  from  one  couiitry  to  another." 

MEXICAN  "Washington's  unfavorable  reaction  to  Mexico's  es- 

TARIFES'  tablishment  of  frankly  prohibitive  tariffs,  as  expressed 

by  Secretary  of  State  Cordell  Hull,  has  overshadowed 
another  and  probably  more  important  reaction  in  the  home  economic  field 
that  threatens  to  upset  the  alleged  purpose  of  the  new  trade  barriers," 
reports  Prank  L.  KlucViiohn  in  a  Mexico  City  cable  to  the  New  York  Times. 
"Reliable  banking  circles  report  that  during  the  past  two  days  dollar 
buying  has  increased  considerably  as  the  result  of  Finance  Minister 
Eduanio  Suarez ' s  reiterated  assertions  that  the  tariff  move  was  neces- 
sary to  save  the  peso...." 


MID\VESTERN  Subnormal  precipitation  and  a  dearth  of  moisture  in 

VfEATHER  the  soil  conditions  comparable  to  the  winters  preceding 

the  1934-36  drought,  confronted  farmers  yesterday  in  a 
dozen  Midwestern  States,  says  a  press  report  from  Chicago.     There  is 
urgent  need  for  moistiire  in  nearly  all  areas  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River  and  some  parts  of  Illinois,  a  survey  disclosed  yesterday.  Already, 
because  of  a  deficiency  of  rainfall,  farmers  in  Western  Oklahoma,  Kansas 
and  Eastern  New  Mexico  are  beginning  to  despair  of  producing  a  wheat 
crop. 
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Grasshopper  Grasshoppers  ma.y  cause  more  trouble  in  1938  than  in 

Outbreaks  1937,  according  to  extensive  surveys  recentlv  completed 

bj  the  Department  in  cooperation  with  the  entomologists 
of  24  Western  States,    Last  summer  and  fall  were  favorable  to  grass- 
hoppers.    The  s'orveys,  reports  Lee  A.  Strong,  Chief  of  the  B^areau  of 
Entomiology  and  Plant  Q,-cia-rantine,   show  that  large  numbers  of  eggs  y;ora 
laid  and  that  m.ore  serious  and  widespread  outbrealis  are  likely  this 
year  than  d-'jring  1937  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Ivlinne-sota,  I;Torth  Dakota, 
South  Daicota,  Montana,  Oregon,  Llissouri,  Iowa,  Kebr  a  ska,  Wyoming,  Colo- 
rado, Utah,,  Arizona,  ITew  Iviexico,   Oklahoma  and  Texas.     In  the  other 
seven  states  surveyed — California,  Arkansas,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Kansas, 
iJevada  and  V/ashington — prospects  are  for  about  the  same  amount  of  in- 
festation as  occi;jrred  in  1937,  or  somewhat  less. 

Glucose  "Sheep  raisers  who  heretofore  have  been  helpless 

Saves  E\=7es         against  the  so-called  pregnancy  disease,  cr  lambing 

paralysis,  of  ewes  now  h^ave  the  possibility  of  saving 
a  large  percentage  of  affected  animals  d^oring  the  current  lambing 
season  through  the  use  of  a  new  glucose  treatment  which  has  been  experi- 
mented  with  and  is  being  recommended  by  animal  pathologists  of  the 
College  of  Agriculture,  University  of  Illinois,"  says  F.  J.  Keilholz, 
extension  editor.  University  of  Illinois,  in  Country  Gentleman  (S'ebru- 
ary)  .     "Hepeated  injections  of  glucose,   started  as  soon. as  ewes  shov/ 
signs  of  the  disorder,  are  employed.     So  promdsing  is  the  trea-tment 
that  in  Illinois  the  necessary  glucose  is  being  supplied  in  limited 
amounts  to  flock  owners  through  their  local  veterinarian  in  an  effort 
to  cut  dovrn  heavy  losses  from  vfhat  heretofore  has  been  looked  upon  as 
an  incurable  disease.    Lambing  paralysis  is  believed  to  be  ca,used  by 
improper  feeding,  but  the  glucose  treatment  has  given  favorable  results 
in  the  early  stages  of  tne  disorder  when  correct  feeding  m^cthods  fail,. 

Glue  from  Pirman  E.  Bear,   "The  Hoving  parmi  Scientist",  in 

the  ]?arm  the  Country  Home  ivlagazine  (February)  says:   "It  m.ay  not 

be  long  'jntil  carpenters  will  swap  their  hammjiers  and 
nails  for  gluepots  and  brushes.    The  perfection  of  ply^vood  and  the  de- 
m-ands  of  modern  builders  of  everything  from  barns  to  airplanes  have 
sent  the  slue  business  into  a  forward  dash.    And  new  uses  for  old  farm 
crops  have  been  created  by  this  speeding  industry.     Ivhlic  in  the  form 
of  casein  rides  the  skies,    Airplane  desigr.ers,   in  search  of  materials 
which  would  combine  the  greatest  possible -weight ,  hit  upon  glue  made 
from  milk  as  a  li-^ht  joining  material  vvhich  would  stand  the  strain  of 
rain,  vibration  and  free'<;ing.     Sweet  potatoes,   soybea^ns  and  peanuts 
go  into  the  glue  used  by  v;cod  te clinicians  wi.o  havi.  recently  developed 
a  process  for  gluing,  pressing  and  molding  small  strips  of  wood  into 
super strong  arches  for  barns,  bridge  spans  and  other  kinds  of  heavy 
support  timbers.     Glue  originating  on  the  far^m  is  finding  its  way  back 
to  the  farm  in  the  form  of  plywood  used  in  the  construction  of  prefab- 
ricated houses,  barns,  gr^rages,  and  chicken  houses,  all  made  in  the  . 
factory  and  shipped  complete,  ready  to  be  set  up." 


Vol.  LXVIII,  No.  19  -  3  Janoiary  27,  1538 

/   

TuQg  Oil  Dr.  J.  C.  HolDert »  director  of  the  Mis'sissippi  "branch 

Orchards  experiment  station  at  Poplarville,  advises  caution  in 

the  developnent  of  the  tiojig  oil  industry  recently,  says 
a  report  in  the  New  .Orleans  Times  Picayune  (January  21).     Dr.  Hoherts 
said    a  good  way  to  lose  money  id  to  go  into  the  t-ong  oil  "business  with- 
out first  selecting  land  that  has  "oeen  tested  for  suita"bility *  He 
listed  these  req;airement s  for  successful  tung  oil  production;  proper 
soil,  trees  of  superior  merit ,  svlta"ble  fertilizer,  scientific  culture 
and  correct  climatic  conditions.    He  said  t^ang  trees  have  a  long  tap 
root  which'  is  equal  to  the  height  of  a  3-year-old  tree.    Many  persons 
from  the  North  have'  gone  "back  there  disilluGioned  and  "hrohe"  after 
having  plunged  into  the  tung  oil  "business,  Dr.  i^obert  said. 

Senate,  The  Senate  continued  de"bate  on  the  ant i  1  ;yTL chi ng 

Jan.  25  "bill  (H.R.  1507)  (pp.  1408-1442).    Mr.  Sarhley  asked 

"onanimous  consent  for  consideration  of  ?I.J,Res.  571, 
providing  appropriations  for  administration  of  the  Sugar  Act  of  1957, 
and  for  crop  loans ,  and  Mr.  Y^agner  asked  unanimous  consent  for  con- 
sideration of  the  conference  report  on  H.H.  8750,   to  am.end  the  National 
Eousin.-^  Act ,  with  the  intention  of  la^ying  aside  the  antil^Tiching  ""Dill  • 
temporarily,  "but  Mr.  Connally  o'Djected  to  these  requests  (p.  1438). 
A  motion  signed  "by  17  Senators  was  made,  which  would  close  de'bat e  on 
the  a.ntilynching  "bill  (p.  1442).    According  to  the  Senate's  rules,  a 
vote  will  "be  taken  on  this  motion  Thiu'sday,  Jani;iiry  27. 

Messrs.  Wheeler,  ^aigner  and  Davis  were  appointed  Senate  conferees 
on  S.  1077,  to  amend  the  act  creating  the  Federal  Trade  Commissi on 
(relating,  among  other  things,  to  control  over  false  advorti sing  of 
fo-gds,  drugs,'  etc.)  (p.  1441). 

(House,  Jan.  25.) 

Mr.  Hook  addressed  the  House  in  opposition  to  the  McNary-Boileau 
amendment  to  the  farm,  bill  (K.R.  8505).    relating  to  the  dairy  indus- 
try.   He  requested  that  the  conferees  on  the  "bill  insert  a  provision 
which  would  not  mai^e  the  amendment  effective  ■'onless  the  Secretary  of  Agricultu 
should  find  that  its  enforcement  were  necessary  (pp.  1399-1401). 

< 

Mr.  Maverick  spoke  in  favor  of  the  proposed  investigation  of  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority. (pp .  1398-1399) . 

Mr.  Lambert  son  spoke  very  briefly,  opposing  the  item  veto  provi- 
sion (p .  1385)  . 

Items  of  particiilar  interest  in  the  appendix:  debate  betv/een 
James  Roosevelt  and  Rep.  Pettengill  on  rec rpcani zat ion  of  the  Govern- 
ment departments  ( inserted  by  Mr .  Byrd)  (pp.  1445-1448);  extension  of 
rem.arks  of  Mr.  Cochran  entitled,   "Reorgani zation  of  .Government  Depart- 
ments and  Agencies  as  Recommended  by  the  House  Select  Committee  on 
Reorganization  Does  Not  Embrace  All  the  Suggestions  'of  the  President's  - 
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Cornmitt'eo  on  Administrative  ManagomGnt"  (pp.  1449-1451);  survcj  of 
work  done  by  State  Department ;  on.-;. trade  agreements  program  (inserted  by 
I/ir.  Daly)  (pp.  1457-1459)";  radio-  address  "by  Mr .  Lea  January  21,   "The  ; 
Federal  G-overnment  and  M o de r ni z e d  •  H i ghway s ' '  (pp.  1459-1460);  extension 
of  rezaarks  of  i'lr.  G-ehrmann  on  I' Why  It  Wo-uld  he  Unfair  to  He  due  e  Federal 
Ei,^way  Aid  at  this  Time"  (pp.  1462-1463)';  editorial  in  the  Bergen  , 
Evening  Hecord,  Bergen,  N.J.,  relating  to  the  food  and  drug  hi  11  and 
requesting  that  its  provisions  "be  strengthened  (inserted  "by  Ifix ,  Kenny) 
(p.  1476).    (Prepared  by  Offiqfe  ,of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Half  Million"  "Sportsmen,  conservationists  and  others  bought 

for  Duck  Stamps    603,623,  Federal  migratory  bird  hunting  stamps  at  $1  . 

■   each  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1957,"  says  "an 
editorial  in  Hi:uiter-TradQ r-T rapper  (February),.     "Sales  of  last  year»'s 
stam^ps — th.e  third  in  an  annual '  series — exceeded  those  of  the  previous 
year  by  150,000 j'^'anS  almost  equaled  the  record,  sale  of  655,000  set  by 
the  first  stamp.    Total  sales  of  the  last  three  years  amount  to  1,686,- 
828.    -Minnesota,^  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  California  led  all  states  .' 
last  year  in  the  sale  of  these  stamps,  •  .This  year'  s  hunting  stamp' went  ■. 
on  sale  at  post  offices  on  July  1  and  may  be  obta.ined  until  June  .50, 
1958.    Many  persons  write  to  the  Survey  asking  how  stamps  of  earlier 
years  can  be  obtained  and  arc  informed  that  the  post  offices  can  sell 
stojups  only  for  the  current  year  as  the  law  requires  that  on  Jujie  50 
all  stocks  remaining  on  iiand  must  bo  destroyed.,.." 

Straw  ■■  The  Farmers'  Digest  (February)  reprints  "Straw" 

Silos  -  '  Silos",  by  Lloyd  Eedd,  from  the  Farm  Journal.     It  says: 

"G-ood  silage  is  coming  out  of  a  baled  straw  silo  oil  '  '  , 
James  S. -Spangler ' s  farm,  Henry  Coimty,  Missouri.    Spangler;  one  of 
Henry  Coi;jity's'  biggest  feeders,   put  300  tons  of  Atlas  sorgo  silage  in 
silos  built  of  baled  straw  laat  si;mmer.  '  After  leveling  the  ground 
and  marking  a  circle  with  peg  ojid  string,  Spangler  laid  the  bales     '  . 
flat  to  make  silo  v/alls.    Around  each  layer  of  bales  he  put  a  hoop 
of  number  9  vdre  twisted  tight .Aft er  the  first  ring  of  bales  (17  to 
the  ring)  was  laid  on  the  gro^und,   the  joints  of  each  succeeding  ring  " 
were  made  to  brealz  in  the  middle  of  a  bale  in  the  ring  below.  The 
silos  are  50  bales  high.  ..Three  men  co-uld  built  one  of  these  silos 
16  _ feet  in  dLameter  and  30  bales  high  in  a  half  day. .  .The  strav/  was 
eaten  readily  by  cattle  after  being  used  for  silo  walls;  the  silage 
juice  seems  to  make  it  more  palatable..." 

Lespedeza  Lespedeza  sericea,  a  tall-growing  perennial  that 

Sericea  .    ,        was  a  stranger  to  most  farmers  a 'year  ago,  is  proving 

to  be  a  valuable  asset  in  conserving  the  soil  on  their 
farms,  according  to  R.  H".  Morrish,   regional  agronomist  of 'the  Soil 
Conservation  Service.     "Lespedeza  sericea  is  particularly  valuable  for 
controlling  erosion  on  critical  slopes  within  cultivated  fields,  where 
it  is  being  used  in  perennial  strips,"  Morrish  said.     (Nashville  Ban- 
ner, Jan'oary  22.) 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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THADE  V/ITH  Strained  trade  relations  which  have  existed  for 

AUSTBALIA  nearly  two  years  Detween  this  co-antry  and  Australia  were 

restored  to  normal  yesterday,  the  State  Department  an- 
nounced, Australia  Wo,s  restored  to  the  list  of  countries  entitled  to 
receive  most-favored-nation  treatment  and  generalization  of  concessions 
granted  in  all  reciprocal  trade  agreements    the  United  States  may  n ego--  , 
tiate.     Since  August  1,  1936,  Australia  has  "been  listed,  with  G-ermany, 
as  a  co'ontry  the  products  of  which  should  not  he  accorded  generalisation 
of  benefits.     This  listing  was  made  hy  president  Eoosevelt  under  the 
authority  of  the  Trade  i\greements  Act.  (Press.) 

POOD  EXPORTS  Exports  of  loodst-ofis  from  the  United  States  during 

INCREASE  1937  increased  o8  percent  over  1935,  the  Department  of 

Coirimerce  announced  yesterday.     The  exports  totaled 
$279,000,000  in  value  compared  to  $202,000,000  for  1936,  while  imports 
on  foodstuffs  increased  from  $735,000,000  in  1936  to  $853,000,000  in 
1937,  tne  report  said.     The  gain  in  exports  of  foodstuffs  in  the  last 
two  months  of  the  year  was  150  i^ercent  over  the  sajiie  period  of  the 
preceding  year,  the  principal  items  of  export  in  the  closing  months 
"being  grains  and  grain  products.  (Press.) 


FREIGHT  RATES  South  Dakota  asked  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 

ON  POODSTUETS    yesterday  to  exempt  essential  food  products  from  any 

freight-rate  increases.     The  sta,te,  through  Herman  L.  Bode, 
Assistant  Attorney  G-eneral,  filed  a  brief  in  connection  with  the  rail- 
roads' pending  application  for  a  general  increase  of  15  percent  in  freight 
rates.     The  hrief  said  "the  record  clearly  proves,  when  measured  hy  all 
usual  factors/'  that  agriculture  was  unable  "to  sustain  an  increase  in 
transportation  charges."       (Associated  Press . ) 


CAl'TADIAN  A  report  from  Ottawa  to  the  Nev^r  York  Times  says  suh- 

PARLIAMENT         jects  of  interest  to  the  United  States  were  touched  upon 
■    in  the  speech  read  "by  Lord  Tweedsmuir,  Oovernor  G-eneral, 
at  the  formal  opening  of  Parliament.     He  expressed  for  one  thing  .the 
hope  that  it  would  be  possihle  to  submit  a  new  Canadian-Anerican  trade 
treaty  to  Parliament  during  the  present  session.  .  . 


REORGANIZATION  Senate  committeemen  agreed  yesterday  to  submit  to 

the  Senate  a  new  G-overnment  Reorganization  Bill  calling 
for  the  apiDOintment  hy  Congress  of  an  Auditor  General  to  replace  the 
present  Controller  General.     Under  the  original  administration  bill  the 
President  would  have  appointed  this  official.   (Associated  Press. ) 
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Senate,  The  Senate  continued  deoate  on  the  an t i 1 y n chi n^ 

Jan.  25  till  (H.R.  1507)   (pp.  1481-1524). 

The  Senate  passed  H.J.Hes.  571,  making  appropriations  availalDle 
for  administration  of  the  Su^ar  Act  of  1937  and  for  crop  prod-action  and 
harvesting  loans  (pp.  1478-1479).     This  measijare  rrrast  novr  he  returned 
to  the  I-Iouse  for  action  on  t\7o  new  items  which  relate  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Senate  and  which  y/ere  added  'by  the  Senate  Comnittee. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Appropriations  reported  with  amendments 
the  ITaval  A-pproipriation  Bill  for  1939  (H.H.  8995)   (S.P.ept.  1514). 

Mr,  Ca.pper  inserted  in  the  E.ecord  resolutions  adopted  "oy  the  Kan- 
sas State  3oard  of  Agricult-jre  and  expressed  his  "belief  that  these  reso- 
lutions em.Dody  "a  constructive  and  desiradle  farm  program."  (p'D.  1479- 
1481). 

House,  Llessrs.  Lea,  Chapman,  Pearson,  Wolverton  and  Reece 

Jan.  26  of  Termessee  7^ere  appointed  House  conferees  on  S.  1077, 

to  amend  the  act  creating  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
(which,  among  other  things,  provides  for  control  of  false  advertising: 
of  food,   drugs,  etc.)   (p.  1525).     (Tor  list  of  Seno.te  conferees  sec 
proceedings  of  January  25.) 

The  riouse  Comjr:ittee  on  Appropriations  reported  the  District  of 
Columl)ia  Ai:.-orc-oriation  Bill  for  1939  (H.H.  9181)   (H.Hept .  1721).  De- 
hate  on  tills  Dill  is  expected  to  begin  Th-'orsda^v,  Jan'oary  27. 

Item-S  of  particular  interest  in  the  -appendix:  resolution  of  the 
Conference  of  State  and  Provincia.1  Plealth  Authorities  of  horth  America, 
urging  early  enactment  of  the  food  and  drag  bill  (  inserted  Dy  Mr. 
Kenney)   (pp.  1549-1550);  extension  of  remarks  of  l.'r.  Burdick,   "There  " 
is  xTo  ^American  Harket  for  Parm.  Products"  (p.  1550)  .     (prepared  'by  Of- 
fice of  Buciget  and  Finance.) 

Divisions  Extensive  organizational  changes  within  T;he  Bio- 

in  B.3.S.  logical  S^orvey  will  take  effect  Pehriiary  1.     "With  a 

view  to  economy  of  operation,   increased  efficiency,  and 
a  better  coordination  of  activities,"  Dr.  Ira  :T.  G-abrielson,  Chief  of^- 
.the  Biological  Survey,  is  replacing  the  B-oreau's  two  present  Divisions 
of  G-am:e  Llanagement  and  Lligratory  1/Yaterfowl,  with  four  divisions — Freda- 
tor  and  Rodent  Control,  Game  Management,  Wildlife  Refuges  and  Construc- 
tion and  C.CC.  Operations.    The  ch-anges  have  been  brougiit  about  be- 
cause of  greatly  increased  responsibilities  in  Federal  wildlife  admin- 
istration. 
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Potatoes  "The  "band  method  of  fertilizing  potatoes  came  out 

in  "Bands"  ahead  in  the  Tar  Keel  state  last  year  in  field  demon- 

strations conducted  by  Extension  riorticult-urist  Lewis 
P.  Watson  on  early  potato    farms  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state," 
says  P.  H.  Jeter,  agricultural  editor,  1^'orth  Carolina  Experiment  Sta- 
tion,  in  the  Parm  Journal  (Pebruary)  .     "Jolin  C.  Broome,  near  Aurora, 
applied  2,000  pounds  of  a  6-6-5  fertilizer  per  acre.    Fnere  he  used 
the  "band  m.et hod,  his  yield  was  87  "be^rrels  of  Ho.  1  potatoes.    He  &ot 
only  74  barrels  whore  the  ordinary  drill  method  of  fertilizer  applica- 
tion was  used.    W.  IT'.  Hooher  got  65  barrels  by  the  band  m.ethod,  as  com- 
pared with  50  barrels  the  old  way.     On  Pitt  County's  prison  farm,  2,000 
pounds  of  a  5-7-5  fertilizer  was  used;  banding  gave  7?-. 2  barrels,  or- 
dinary method  only  52,8  barrels.    H.  C.  Perebeo,  Csjndcn  Coui'.ty,  used 
2,200  pounds  of  a  5-7-5  fertiiizer;  banding  gave  him  94.8  barrels, 
the  ordinary  method,  90  barrels.    The  band  method,  briefly,  consists  of 
putting  the  plant  food  in  bands  about  tv/o  inches  to  the  side  of  the 
seed  piece  and  a  little  below  the  seed  level.    A  combination  planter  and 
fertilizer  distributor,  which  not  only  saved  labor  but  placed  the  plant 
food  precisely  where  v/anted,  was  used..." 

Cotton  Eural  Am.erica  (January)  contains  an  article  on 

Pickers  cotton  pickers,  by  Homan  L.  Home,  of  the  AAA,  from 

the  Report  on  Technological  Trends  and  National  Policy 
of  the  National  Resources  Committee.    He  says  in  the  concluding  para- 
graph:  "Perhaps  arrangements  can  be  invented  whicn  will  help  to  dis- 
tribute widely  the  profits  derived  from  conserving  human  labor.  Ivlany 
questions  which  arise  may  never  have  to  be  ansv/ered  if,  as  in  the  case 
of  many  improvements,  the  cotton  picker  requires  decades  rather  than 
just  a  fev7  years  to  get  into  conjnon  use.     Given  a  long  period  of  intro- 
duction the  period  of  readjustment  would  be  longer  and  individuals 
actually  displaced  by  this  labor-saving  device  might  be  absorbed  else- 
where." 

Introduction  A.  J.  Bruman  (formerly  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  In- 

of  Plants  dustry)  is  author  of  "3-enetic    Aspects  of  Plant  Intro- 

duction— An  Approach  to  the  Heredity- Environment  Problem 
in  Plants"  in  the  February  Scientific  Monthly.     One  paragraph  says: 
"Progress  has  been  m.ade  in  technique  for  analyzing  the  genetic  consti- 
tution of  plants  as  affected  by  variation  in  specific  elements  of  the 
environment.    The  creation  of  disease  epidemics  under  more  or  less 
controlled  tem.perature  and  humidity;  studios  of  response  to  differences 
in  length  of  day  or  to  extrem.es    of  tem.perature  or  moisture  are  ex- 
am.ples.    There  is  ample  room,  however,  for  further  progress  in  the 
development  of  such  objective  techniques,  and  this  is  particularly 
important  to  the  more  efficient  use  of  plant  introduction  in  connec- 
tion with  plant  breeding.    The  breeder  in  a  given  environm.cnt  can  eval- 
uate his  stocks  for  tha^t  envirorjrjient .    A  catalog  of  the  responses  of 
introduced  relatives,  whether  varieties,  species  or  genera,  to  onviron- 
miontal  elements  in  general  should  maize  plant  introduction  an  even  more 
important  adjunct  to  plant  improvement," 
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Medical  The  Pebriiarv  issue  of  Hygeia    contains  the  second 

Charlatans         of  a  series  of  articles  on  "modern  medical  charlatans". 

This  one  is  "by  Morris  Jishbein,   editor  of  the  Journal 
of  the  American  Medical  Association.    A  note  says:  "To  promote  the  pos- 
sibilities of  protection  against  q_uackG,  Kygeia  continues  its  v/ork  of 
exposing  their  chicanery.     jB\iture  issues  will  "bring  such  enlightening 
articles  on  charlatans . as  ^Electric  and  Magnetic  C"are-Alls'   by  Dr. 
Arthur  J.  Cramp;   *Dr.  ?/illiam  Howard  Hay ' s  Dietary  System'  by  Dr.  Lewis 
R.  lolberg;   'Testimonials — WixOlesale  and  Retail'  by  Dr.  Frarik  J.  Clancy 
and  'Doctors'  Minus  M.D.'s^  by  S.  H.  Winters." 

Sim  Disease  The  Dutch  elm,  disease  and  the  figlit  which  is  being 

Booklet  made  against  it  to  save  the  more  than,  a  billion  elms  in 

.  the; United  States  is  described  in  a  32-page  booklet  en- 
titled "The  American  EW  ,  just  published  by  the  American  Eorestry  As- 
sociation,    The  booklet  sets  forth  graphically  the  origin,  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  the  disease  in  this  coi;j:itry  and  the  campaign  now 
being  waged  for  its  eradication.. .The  purpose  is  to  give  the  public 
the  true  facts  about  the  disease  and  to  arouse  greater  public  support 
of  the  efforts  being  made  by  federal  and  state  agencies  to  eradicate 
the  disease  before  it  gets  out  of  control.     It  is  being  distributed 
free  of  charge,     (American  Eorests,  February. ) 

Tariff  on  Imposition  of  countervailing  tariff  duties  on  im- 

British  S'cigar    ports  of  refined  sugar  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 

ITorthern  Ireland  has  been  ordered  by  the  U.S.  Treasury, 
says  a  report  in  the  Wall  St-reet  Joiarnal  (January  26).    The  additional 
duties,  invoked  because  of  alleged  indirect  export  bounty  payments  by 
the  British  G-overnment  on  refined  sugar,  will  become  effective  on 
British  refined  sugar  imported  or  withdrawn  from  \7areh0uses  after  30 
days  following  the  order,  which  is  dated  January  22.    The  countervail- 
ing duties  will  be  determined  by  the  tariff  drawback  allov/ed  in  Great 
Britain  on  the  export  but  will  vary  from  one  penny  (British)  to  .17 
pence  per  hundredweight. 

Mo.  Conservation  A  plea  for  public  faith  in  and  suTjport  of  the  new 
Commission  Missouri  Conservation  CoCTnipsion  v;as  voiced  recently 

by  Irwin  T.  Bode,   conservation  directci-j  •  t-*.' .yo  a  report 
in  the  Kansas  City  Times  (January  20),    Misbouri  v-;.;-.;  t.he  fi  •"•.•t  state  in 
the  Union,  he  said,  which  made  conservation  a  p£7't  of  tnc  ?/^.atc  consti- 
tution.   He  said  that  "v/e  look  upon  the  relationship  between  the  conser- 
vation agent  and  the  sportsman  just  as  farmers  have  come  to  look  upon 
the  relationship  between  themselves  a.id  coUiity  farm  agents.    The  conser- 
vation agent  is  to  be  a  counselor  to  the  sport sr:an." 

Nitrogen  Record  The  total  v/or;Ld  cons-omption  of  nitrogen  reached 

a  new  record  of  2,675,000  metric  tons  in  1G36-3?,  Prof. 
J.  Enrique  Zanetti,  of  Colunbia  University,  says  in  Industrial  and  En- 
gineering Chemistry.    Most  of  the  nitrogen  v/ent  to  agriculture,  which 
used  up  2,344,000  tons,  setting  aa^^vPther  new  record. 


